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ER Message
Sesquicentennial. Yes, I looked it up to get the spelling right. Next year, the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks will celebrate 150 years of service to our communities and country.
We were originally formed as a social club modeled after the English club, the Jolly Corks.
We come a long way since then and we should be proud of our Order’s accomplishments.
As we grew in numbers, an oversight group was formed to maintain consistency across the
many Lodges. Hence, the Grand Lodge was formed to oversee the subordinate Lodges which
are now referred to as local Lodges but the oversight structure still maintains the consistency across America.
So, who is in Grand Lodge? The voting body is the current Exalted Rulers and any Past Exalted Rulers in attendance. I personally am impressed with how our Order keeps its local
Lodge leaders involved in the governance of the Order. Having attended 11 Grand Lodge
meetings so far, I continue to enjoy the Order at many levels. I wanted to remind our members of some of our structure and may use other ER columns to detail other facets of the organization.
I would be remiss not taking a moment to thank everyone very much who made our Crow
Wing County food booth another success. How the Brainerd #615 comes together to make it
work never ceases to amaze me. Thank you again to all for the hard work and dedication.
Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, ER Brainerd #615
Practice the three R’s: recruit, retain, respond

Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler MALCOLM J. McPHERSON JR.
With summer winding down and your Lodge meetings and fall programs starting up again, there’s no better time to focus on an
important aspect of Elkdom: membership. We cannot sustain our organization without installing new Members, and by focusing
on membership growth at your Local Lodge, you are investing in the future of the Order.
Membership is key to my theme of “Strengthening Elkdom Through Community Awareness,” since there can be no community
without Members. At the local level, I encourage all Lodges to actively promote new Member recruitment at your upcoming fall
events, and I call on officers and committees to lead the charge in creating programming and opportunities to involve new faces.
When your existing Members are engaged and excited to lend a hand, it generates interest in joining the Order, as well as shines
a positive light on your Lodge within your greater community, county and state. A Lodge that successfully recruits and retains will
be better poised to respond to helping those in need.
There are many ways to practice the three R’s. Recruit new Members from your circle of friends and family, invite non-members
to Elks events, and further promote the Elks organization at all events by setting up a membership and public relations information table.
Retain your current membership by working with officers and Members to keep your Lodge active in the community with monthly charitable and social events, and enlist the help of each and every Member to help run these functions. Teamwork boosts morale and keeps Members happy to be part of the group.
With these practices in place, your Lodge will be set up for success, as we have in the past 150 years, to respond to the needs of
your community and ultimately fulfill your organization’s goals.

“Strengthening Elkdom Through Community Awareness”

Scholarship Competition Begins
It’s that time of year again. Do you have a child or grandchild
graduating high school this year? Two Elks National Foundation
Scholarship 2018 contests will open on September 1, 2017 and
a third contest closes on October 31st. All guidelines regarding
and filing of applications are online at Elks.org.
Legacy Award: The deadline for applications for the 2018 Legacy Awards contest will be February 2, 2018 at 11:59 a.m. Central Time.
Legacy Awards are $4,000 scholarships for children and grandchildren of Elks members. The Foundation will offer a total of 300
awards in the 2018 contest
For the 2018 contest, any child or grandchild (or step-child, stepgrandchild, or legal ward) of a living Elk who joined the order on
or before April 1, 2015, or a charter member of a Lodge that was
instituted on or after April 1, 2015, is eligible to apply. The Elk
must also be a paid-up member through March 31, 2018. Greatgrandchildren are not eligible.
Most Valuable Student Scholarship: The Elks National Foundation will award 500 four-year MVS scholarships to the highestrated applicants in the 2018 competition.
Any high school senior who is a citizen of the United States is
eligible to apply. Applicants need not be related to a member of
the Elks. College students are not eligible to apply. Applicants
must be citizens of the United States on the date their applications are signed; permanent legal resident status does not qualify. Male and female students compete separately.
The 2018 Most Valuable Student scholarship contest is open to
any high school senior who is a US Citizen. Applicants will be
judged on scholarship, leadership, and financial need. Applications for the 2018 contest will be available online starting September 1, 2017. The 2018 MVS application deadline is still to be
determined.
The 20 top finalists will participate in an all-expenses
paid Leadership Weekend in Chicago during which they’ll interview with the national judges. These 20 finalists will be vying for
two first-place awards of $50,000; two second-place awards of
$40,000; and two third-place awards of $30,000. The remaining
14 finalists will receive awards of $20,000. The 480 runners-up
will receive fifth-place scholarships of $4,000.
The Emergency Educational Grant program provides financial
assistance to children of deceased or totally disabled Elks, who
wish to obtain or further their college education.
Grant amounts are based on the information submitted in the
application and can range up to $4,000. The grant is for one year
only; however, the student may submit up to three annual renewal applications for succeeding years as long as he or she
meets all other eligibility requirements. The applicant cannot
accept more than one ENF scholarship/grant in any one academic year.
New and renewal applications should be filed between May 1,
2017 and October 31, 2017. Incomplete or late applications will
not be considered. The grant is for educational assistance only
and not intended to cover the entire cost of a college education.
Assistance cannot be extended beyond four years.

Viking Football
Returns Sundays
At the Club
Fun Giveaways

Bring a Dish to Share
or $5 Donation
We Need YOU!!
The following committees would appreciate your
involvement. Thank you for volunteering. Please
contact the one of your interest.
Antlers—see Angela Christensen, 218-8201790/angie2short@gmail.com
Drug Awareness—see Barb Arens, 218-8209728/pbjarens@live.com
Membership—see Jim Van Duyn, 218-8386529/jamesvanduyn@gmail.com
Veterans—see Jeff McArthur, 320-360-6597/
mnhunter22@yahoo.com

Hold On, Loosli
Sean Loosli the 2003 top male Most Valuable Student
“epitomizes what it means to be an outstanding Elks
scholar alum.” Read all about Loosli helping to build
stronger communities on the two sided flyer on the lodge
bulletin board.

Thank You
Dear Sponsor, The Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department would like to thank you for being a sponsor of
our youth programs…. Your sponsorship helps provide
equipment, jerseys and caps for each program while
keeping the registration cost as low as possible….
Thank you very much for your support of youth activities
in Brainerd. Sincerely, Tony Sailer, Director and Katie
Kaufman, Recreation Specialist
Brainerd Elks: Thank you for choosing me to be a recipient for the scholarship you give. Thank you! Tricia Engholm (September 2017 Student of the Month)

Secretary’s Report
I am starting to sound like a broken record! We still
have 19 members that are 5 months overdue for paying their yearly dues. 4 have let me know they are not
renewing their membership. You MUST let me know in
writing if you are not renewing your membership. An
email will do. (sddehen@aol.com) Otherwise, please
send in your dues ASAP! If you have questions or concerns give me a call (218-820-1689) or send me an
email. I have sent out 3 notifications, let's get this taken care of. Delinquent member names, that I have not
heard from, will be listed in next month’s Elkorama.
Do you own a business you would like to advertise?
Elkorama ads are very reasonable. Just $10/month.
Do 6 months or 12 months. With a few more ads the
Elkorama will pay for itself. That would be awesome!
ENF report: To qualify for the Gratitude Grant, which
funds the dictionaries for area 3rd graders, we must
meet the Grand Exalted Rulers contribution goal of
$3.65/member. We are $200 short of this goal. The
grant is for $2,000.00 and I would hate to not qualify
for it this year. Please help us out and send your contributions to: Elks Lodge #615, P.O Box 322 Brainerd,
MN 56401
Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen

The Antlers really enjoyed
helping at the Crow Wing
County fair with the Drug
Awareness trailer. They
would like to do it again next
year. Also, we did gain some
potential new members too.
Can't wait to see what happens. School starts soon so
we hope to get more signed up then.
On September 30th, is the Brainerd High School homecoming parade, please come cheer us along the parade route.

Thank You
Dear Brainerd Elks BPOE #615, I am overwhelmed by your
generosity!! Your donation of $1200.00 for our veterans’
transportation fund will help many veterans so they can continue to attend our program. I was becoming concerned that
we would soon run out of money in this account and your
donation replenishes the fund. Thank you again Paul Welch,
Breath of Life Executive Director.
Dear Elks Scholarship Committee, I am very thankful for the
generous scholarship (SOM award November 2016) I know
raising the money took work. This fall I will be attending the
U of MN Mankato to major in International Business. In the
future, I plan to travel and work globally in the business
world. Thank you again for supporting me. Sincerely,
Michaela Reidell
Dear James Van Duyn and Brainerd Elks Lodge #615, Thank
you for the $500 scholarship (SOM award May 2017). This
award which you have presented has made it possible for me
to attend St Olaf College, which is my number one college of
choice. Your generosity has given me and my family the financial relief to make a significant difference, and I am extremely appreciative. With Sincere thanks, Nessa Engen
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615, thank you for your generous donation of $100 to the Pequot Lakes Grad Blast. The Seniors had
a fun night! Sincerely, PLHS Grad Blast Committee
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615, on behalf of the Brainerd Family
YMCA, I would like to express my sincere appreciation for
your donation of $250 to our youth membership scholarship
program…. Thanks for your support! Sincerely, Natalie
Saathoff, Resource and Marketing Director
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615, on behalf of the Brainerd community and the Initiative Foundation, thank you for your donation of $5,000 to the Brainerd Splash Pad Project Fund. Your
checks were received on June 22, 2017…. We appreciate this
generous gift in support of a family friendly project. And—
we thank you for the many other ways you serve our region!
Sincerely, Carrie Tripp, VP for External Relations
Dear Brothers and Sisters, on behalf of the entire Brainerd
Lakes Region, I want to express our appreciation and gratitude to you and all who assisted, for presenting the
“Community-Wide” U.S. Flag Day Ceremony, June 14th. An
“Exclusively American Elks” event deserves full observance.
Thanks to you, the Brainerd area does just that! Elks Care.
Elks Share. We wish we could be there in person, but definitely are with you “In Spirit.” God Bless you all and God
Bless America! Fraternally yours, Elks Brother Jack Mehaffey
and Lee Hollingsworth
Dear Brainerd Elks: Thank you for TOUCHING LIVES, LIFTING
SPIRITS at Good Sam Bowl’s “Sharing Our Blessings” Silent
Auction.
Now it’s our turn to share our blessings with you. Enclosed is
our check for $358 to further your good work in the community.
Enjoy! Liz Csanda Good Sam Bowl Event Director

Membership Matters! More Members
Thank you to every member. Your membership
matters. You are part of the premier charitable
and patriotic organization in the world.
Challenge: With this year’s teamwork, we will
“Kick the Door Down” by initiating 30+ new members. Every member every month sponsor someone into membership at Brainerd Elks Lodge 615.
W

ome New members:

Top proposers for 2017-2018: Shannon Dehen
and Jim Runberg (2 each)
Members: 4/1/17 = 256; 8/15/17 = 264
Lapsed: 19

Elk Members
Advertise Your Business

in the Elkorama!
a business card size Ad
12 issues, $120 per year

Tips to recruiting new Members, improving Lodge PR
by RICK GATHEN
Grand Lodge Membership/Public Relations Manager
Members initiating or reinstating three Members into the
Order will receive the prestigious GER pin award. Members initiating or reinstating 11 or more Members will receive an Elks watch. (Sizes available for both men and
women.) To encourage your recruiters, award them with a
Thank You! poster that includes their photo. You also
could:
Hand out Thank You! tickets each time a recruiter brings in
a new Member. Each ticket offers the chance for a monthly
drawing for something as simple as a $25 gift card.
• List your recruiters in your Lodge newsletter/ website
and social media page, and thank them.
• Create a recruiter of the month parking space (or two)
at your Lodge.
• Create a special recognition program for great recruiters – because without new Members we can’t survive!
Here are tips on improving your Lodge public relations effort:
• All community events should include a strong public
relations and membership presence.
• Set up a table with handouts.
• Think of an airplane. Public relations and membership
are wings that allow the plane to take flight.
• Earn a good reputation as a premier charitable organization in your community.
Provide a family- and member - friendly environment.
Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the October issue of the
Elkorama will be September 15.
Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge. Thank you.

St Cloud Hospital Visit
On August 11th six Elk members and
friends traveled to St Cloud Veterans
Hospital to play Bingo with the residents.
Forty-one guests were treated to games
of Bingo and snacks followed. A total of
$130 was given to veterans.
Next outing will be October 13, if interested in participating in this event contact Herman Wisneski at 218-839-8503.

Get in the Game

Pro Football Pick'Em
How it works: Pick the winning team of each game, for
all 17 weeks of the regular professional football season.
Once games have contest, check the leaderboards to see
how your picks held up.
Who can play? Registered Elks.org members can participate in the Pro Football Pick'Em. If you don't have an
Elks.org account, register online at Elks.org select members and register. Once registered check out rules, etc. No
awards will be issued, just friendly competition.

Make Your Picks Today!
September Birthdays
Burton, Michael
Meyer, Kim
Nesvold, Jeremy
Mills, Stewart C
Ramp, Francis H
Tufte, Steven
Wasson, Jill
McKee, Eugene B
Spangler, James B

Carlson, Rodney A
Fraune, Joseph
DeRosier, Joe
Beaulieu, Duane
Csanda, Liz
Brown, Michael
Osborne, Sharon R
Satre, William P
Bongs, William

Community awareness is theme for 2017-18
Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler
MALCOLM J. McPHERSON JR.
As I begin my journey this year, I want to extend my sincerest gratitude to you, the Elks community, for trusting
in me to serve as your next Grand Exalted Ruler. I could
not have achieved this honor without the unwavering
support and guidance of many of my fellow Elks, family
and
friends.
My theme for the 2017-18 fraternal year is
“Strengthening Elkdom Through Community Awareness.” By definition, community is “a feeling of fellowship
with others, as a result of sharing common attitudes, interests
and
goals.”
Elks are community, and it is my hope for the coming
year that by working together with the Elks National
Foundation and through our more than 775,000 Members and nearly 2,000 Lodges nationwide, we can build
both stronger communities and stronger Elks.
With the Elks mission of supporting veterans, aiding special and underprivileged children, and promoting the
growth of our youth through scholarship, Drug Awareness and sports programs, we will ultimately build a bond
with each other while making our local communities a
better
place
to
live.
For 2017-18, one of my goals is to increase membership.
As we begin celebrating our 150th year of Elkdom, l ask
that you promote the great work of Elkdom to your communities. To exist for 150 years, the Elks are doing great
work. We must continue to inform our communities of
our great works to increase membership and continue to
strengthen
our
programs.
I challenge you to identify the specific ways in which you
can foster the Elks values of charity, justice, brotherly
love and fidelity in the places you live and work.
Pat and l are looking forward to meeting many of you in
your Local Lodges and communities throughout our travels this year. Until then, I leave you with the old lrish
Blessing: “May the road rise to meet you; may the wind
be always at your back; may the sun shine warm upon
your
face...”
And may the hand of an Elk always be near.

The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN
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Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601
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BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2017-2018———–
Exalted Ruler………….James Dehen, PER
Leading Knight………..William Kronstedt
Loyal Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Lecturing Knight………Angela Christensen
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....Dennis Benjamin
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Scott Longanecker
2 nd Year Trustee……….Paul McQuaid
3 rd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
4 th Year Trustee………..Sharon Osborne
5 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak

September 2017
Sun

3

Mon

4

8:00– Noon Breakfast LABOR DAY
@ the Elks
10

11

8:00– Noon Breakfast 6:10 NO @ MN
@ the Eagles
17

18

8:00– Noon Breakfast 5:00 Trustees; 6:30
@ the VFW
Lodge
12:00 MN @ Pit
24
8:00– Noon Breakfast
@ the Legion
12:00 TB @ MN

25

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

MVS SCHOLARSHIP APPS
OPENS 9-1-17

1

7

8

Sat
2

7:00 Buffalo @ BHS

5 :30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée:

6

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks

7:00 St Cloud Tech @ DD Meeting in
Hutchinson
BHS

12 :30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée: Pork Chops in
Cream Sauce by
Swanee

13

15

14

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks

9

16
2:00 BHS @ Alex

19 :30-7:00 Family
20
21
Dinner Night. Entrée: Cashew Chick- All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks
en by Herman
Wisneski

22
Youth Camp Closing

26 :30-7:00 Family
27
28
Dinner Night. Entrée: TBA by Social All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks
Committee

29

23
Youth Camp Closing

7:00 BHS @ Sauk
Rapids-Rice
30
BHS Homecoming

