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ER MESSAGE
Fergus Falls Lodge #1093 will be hos ng the Central District Deputy Clinic slated for September 14th. The mee ng
will start promptly at 12 noon. The mee ng will be at Elks Point oﬀ of Hwy 210. The following are required to a+end:
Exalted Ruler, Leading Knight, Lodge Secretary, Chairman of the Trustees and District Commi+ee chairpersons. Non
oﬃcers whether you’ve been a member for 50 years or 1 month are strongly encouraged to a+end. These mee ngs are
educa onal to build stronger Elks Clubs is our communi es. Let’s show our support to our District Deputy Tim Leiser and
our Central District President John Jennings. They always make themselves available to answer any ques ons you might
have.
I’ve heard nothing but compliments about the food coming out of our kitchen. I a+ended Burger night on August 8.
My burger and onion rings were awesome. Thank you, Joe Van Wie and Crew. Dick Lyscio went to the steak fry August
13and can’t stop talking about it. Dick said the steaks were cooked to perfec on and the desserts were even be+er!
Hats oﬀ to Steve Tu?e, Nancy Giovan+e and Mick and Jean Green. The Social commi+ee gets top honors again for another successful Annual Elks Family Picnic held July 16. The omelets seem to be taking top honors at the monthly Sunday
breakfasts. Thank you, Herman Wisneski!
Minnesota North District Lodges will be hos ng the 2019 Minnesota State Elks Associa on Mid-Year Conven on in
partnership with the Minnesota Elks Youth Camp and Breezy Point Resort on October 17 – 20, 2019. The mee ngs will
be at the Breezy Point Conference Center and the real fun will be at the camp! Preregistra on is strongly encouraged. If
you have any ques ons at all about this conven on contact Lynn Rohlf at 218-724-4151. The Friday evening dinner will
be at the Youth Camp. If you have never seen our Youth Camp, don’t miss this opportunity! ALL ELKS MEMBERS ARE
INVITED TO ATTEND!!
From the bo+om of my heart I want to thank every man, woman and child that made the 2019Crow Wing County
Fair Elks food kitchen a huge success. The help was there, the food was great!! Without Fundraisers such as this it would
be hard to survive. I’ve said it before, I’m so lucky to be part of such a great Fraternal group of caring men and women
be+ering our local communi es. In my mind you are all Saints. The new overhead door works and looks great. Soon we
will be geHng a new concrete ﬂoor! And Thank you, Gary Douce+e, Fair Board Chairman, for all you do to make our
County Fair a fun and huge success and for your support of Brainerd Elks #615. Thank you to Angie Christensen and Barb
Arens for spearheading the Drug Awareness Trainer opera ons at the fair. I know you spent many hours handing out DA
materials. If you kept one young person from the perils of drug addic on your eﬀorts were a huge success, Thank you
again!
Brainerd Elks hosted yet another State Elks Golf Tournament on July 20 at Cuyuna Rolling Hills Golf Club near Deerwood, MN. Brainerd hosted the tourney in 2015 also. Apprecia on goes to Jerry Shoults – Mpls Elks #44, Tim Johnson –
Faribault Elks #1166, and our own Ray Frazier and Dick Lyscio for a job well done. Also thank you to the kitchen crew
that fed the golfers a?er the tournament at the Elks club.
We got to the VA Hospital in St. Cloud on August 9 for our Vets Bingo party and the woman in charge told Herman
it was cancelled. Ask Herman how that went!! Ray and Jan Frazier forged on and gathered up 28 eager vets to play bingo. If there is one thing I have learned in the Brainerd Elks is to NOT tell Herman he can’t do something!! He gets a li+le
cranky! All in all a great me was had by all.
Remember Youth on Stage on Sept 23.
Fraternally submi+ed
Dan Graven, ER

YOUTH ON STAGE – OPEN MIC AND MARK MUNSON ROCK MUSIC CAMP
This summer’s rock camp (the Mark Munson Rock Music Camp), which the Elks helps sponsor, completed
two weeks of intensive music study and performance. The ﬁnal concert of the rock groups was held at
Tornstrom Auditorium, in Brainerd, on July 25, 2019, and, was a+ended by approximately 850 people. During
the two weeks of band prac ce prior to the concert, the Brainerd Elks Club did provide a daily snack table for
the kids, and, held a 16 inch “Pizza Party” for the 31 students on the evening of the 25th, just before their big
evening concert. (See the photograph below of the daily Elks Snack Table.) Posi ve ar cles and photographs
were noted in the Brainerd Daily Dispatch. The Mark Munson Rock Music Camp was a great success again this
year with our Brainerd Elks Club involvement!
Our Elks sponsorship of the “Youth On Stage Open Mic” program con nues to be a successfully held, once
a month event (every 4th Monday evening), a+ended by a variety of young musicians, ages 10 – 25 years of
age, playing a variety of instruments and/or singing their own music or “cover songs”. Performance me is
6:30 PM at the Brainerd Eagles Club, located on Front Street in Brainerd. The evening event is open to the
public. This is a great event, sponsored by the Brainerd Elks Club, along with support of the Eagles Club, as the
young musicians get to perform in front of a live audience, on a stage, and, with “state of the art” music equipment, provided by the Elks. The young adults not only get to perform, but also are treated to a free hamburger and fries cooked up in the Eagles Kitchen, and paid for by the Elks Impact Grant monies. Also, at the end of
the show, there is a drawing for ﬁve $10.00 gi? cer ﬁcates to Best Buy. Our next Youth on Stage Open Mic
program is on schedule for September 23, 2019. Contact Mike Owen at yosopenmic@gmail.com for more informa on or to register for the event. Each Open Mic program has room for eight performers.
Jim Runberg, PER
Co-Chair Elks Youth on Stage, Open Mic Program

MARK MUNSON ROCK MUSIC CAMP
August 2,2019
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615
215 S 9th Street
Brainerd, MN 56401
Dear Friends,
As I wrap up details of our 3rd Mark Munson Rock Music Camp, I would be remiss if I didn’t reach out to
you with another thank you.
This year we worked with over 32 young rockers and 12 of them came to us because of our scholarship
fund. It was especially rewarding to recognize the talent they brought to the camp. The feedback that Lisa Jordan and I have received post-concert from parents, the kids and the community has been evidence that
Mark’s dream in making a diﬀerence.
What I really want to tell you though is that your own Jim Runberg was an amazing support to us during
the 6 days of camp, and I believe that it is unlikely that you know how much he helped us. Every single day,
Jim arrived around 1:15 with a great selec on of healthy snacks. He delivered them, arranged them and invited the kids to enjoy. The rockers knew him as ‘Jim, the Snack Man’. On the day of the concert he not only followed the shack regime, but he also delivered pizzas for a preconcert meal for the rockers and instructors.
Our camp days were some of the ho+est of our summer and it was no easy feat to get the snacks to the
2nd ﬂoor of First Lutheran Church. On concert day he made the deliveries to both Tornstrom and the cafeteria
in the basement of Washington Services Building. It was above and beyond of what we might expect, but it
surely was a wonderful and much appreciated help.
Again, to all of you, thank you for suppor ng our eﬀort with the Community Impact Grant. I hope that
some of you were able to a+end the concert so that you saw ﬁrst hand that when a small group of commi+ed
people take on a project, good things happen!
Gratefully,
Marlee Larson

THANK YOU LETTERS
Daughters of the American Revolu%on (DAR)
I would personally like to thank the Elks for the wonderful program celebra ng our ﬂag.
The DAR is a non-proﬁt, non-poli cal service organiza on who honor their Revolu onary War ancestors
and promote community service through historic preserva on, educa on and patrio sm.
We would like to set up a me to come by and tell you about the programs we are seeking funds for.
Look forward to hearing from you,
Carol Curby

Minnesota Elks Youth Camp
To all Minnesota Elks,
Enclosed are the thank you notes from your campers. It’s been a great week at the EC! The campers
and staff like to call it BPOE or the Best Place On Earth. We’ve introduced so many campers to new experiences. Some went &ishing at Markee Lake and pontooning and kayaking on Pelican Lake. We climbed
the Rock Wall, swam at the beach (every day!), built sand castles, hit golf balls on the driving range, performed skits, sang songs, enjoyed a hay ride, went biking, and got creative in the arts and crafts room.
Most campers will tell you many stories about their adventures at Elks Camp, but their new friendships
seem to be everyone’s favorite part. So many new friendships were developed this week. At camp we
think this is the most rewarding part of their week, knowing that someone cares. Oh! And the food was
amazing, too!
Our staﬀ is also enjoying their work at camp. They strive to make this week a life changing experience for
the campers, but what they don’t realize is how life changing it is for them, too. They receive many beneﬁts
that would not be available at other jobs. Later in the summer some of the staﬀ will be receiving scholarships
sponsored by the Elks. They are an eager and willing group of young people, passionate about helping others.
Please “LIKE” us on Facebook to see pictures of the Elks Camp is SESSION! We also have a website with
opportuni es for Elks members to con nue suppor ng this amazing state project at mnelksyouthcamp.org.
On Facebook watch for adver sements on the Four on the Fourth, a 4-mile run fundraiser that takes place on
camp on July 4th. Last year we had over 100 par cipants and are hoping for more this year!
Thank you for all your support and help throughout the year, working with campers, working at Camp
Opening and Closing, devo ng your me and energy to Elks Camp. It is appreciated by campers around the
state of MN, staﬀers, and all associated with our state project!
RespecUully,
Joel and Kim Baumgarten, Camp Directors

Scholarships
College Dreams Come True Thanks to Elks Scholarships
CHICAGO—The Elks Na onal Founda on is proud to announce the start of the 2020 Most Valuable Student scholarship contest. The Most Valuable Student scholarship is available to high school seniors who are
United States ci zens. Applicants do not need to be related to a member of the Elks. Males and females compete separately and are judged on scholarship, leadership and ﬁnancial need.
The applica on is completed online and must be submi+ed by the November 5, 2019, deadline. The 500
na onal winners will be announced in April 2020, a?er the top 20 ﬁnalists par cipate in the Leadership
Weekend in Chicago, April 23-26.
No dream is too big for the Elks Na onal Founda on. This year, the ENF is inves ng $4.1 million in college scholarships for our na on’s future lawyers, doctors, engineers, innovators, and more. We’ve invested
wisely. MVS scholars—all of whom demonstrate scholarship, leadership and ﬁnancial need—are gradua ng
from college at a rate of 90 percent, nearly 40 percent higher than the na onal average.
Through the contest, the ENF will award 20 top scholarships ranging from $20,000 to $50,000. The remaining 480 runners-up will receive $4,000 scholarships. Since the ENF began awarding scholarships in 1931,
it has changed the lives of tens of thousands of students, like 2019 MVS top winner Tabitha Escalante.
"I cannot express how thankful I am for the endless support of the Elks as I take my next steps into the
future,” Tabitha says. “Having grown up in a city where most students weren’t expected to graduate high
school, let alone a+end college, this investment was beyond imaginable, and I’m so excited that it’s now a
reality."
Tabitha will a+end Harvard University to major in government in the fall.
Applica ons for the 2020 contest are available on the Elks Na onal Founda on’s website. For complete Most
Valuable Student scholarship contest details, including the applica on link, visit elks.org/scholars or
enf.elks.org/MVS.

Legacy Awards
The Legacy Awards program begins on September 1st. Legacy Awards provide $4,000 scholarships for
children and grandchildren of dues-paying Elk members. The ENF oﬀers a total of 300 na onal awards. Like
the MVS contest, the Legacy Awards applica on is en rely online. The applica on deadline is January 31,

Emergency Educa%onal Grants
Emergency Educa%onal Grants provide undergraduate college ﬁnancial assistance to children of deceased or totally disabled Elks in the form of renewable, one-year grants of up to $5,000. The grant is for educa onal assistance only and is not intended to cover the en re cost of a college educa on.
Grant amounts are based on the informa on submi+ed in the applica on and can range up to $5,000.
As long as a student meets all other eligibility requirement listed below, a student can apply for
up to four Emergency Educa onal Grants in total during their undergraduate educa on.
The applicant cannot accept more than one ENF scholarship/grant in any one academic year.

Eligibility:
The Elk parent or stepparent:
Must have been a member in good standing for at least one year at the me of his or her death.
or
Must have been a member in good standing for at least one year before he or she became totally
disabled and must con nue to be an Elk in good standing when applica on for assistance is made.
All circumstances surrounding the death or disability of the Elk parent or stepparent are subject
to the review of the Elks Na onal Founda on. The outcome of the review may eﬀect grant approval.
The applicant must:
Demonstrate ﬁnancial need.
A+end an accredited U.S. college or university as a full- me (12 semester hours) undergraduate
student.
**Note that if a student is awarded an EEG, the funds are disbursed directly to the school in the
student's name and can only be used for items the school considers cost of a+endance. This normally
includes tui on, on campus room and board and books and fees. Learn more about the ENF's scholarship guidelines here. **
Be unmarried, under the age of 24 during the academic year in which they are applying.
Applica%ons:
Available upon request between May 1 and October 31 of the academic year for which assistance is desired.
Incomplete or late applica ons will not be considered.
To request an EEG applica on for you or someone you know, please email scholarship@elks.org
or call 773/755-4732.

IN MEMORIAM
Bertrum “Bert” Caswell
Born-December 3, 1922
Ini%ated-November 16, 1990
Passed Away-January 1, 2019
Eugene McKee
Born-September 13, 1926
Ini%ated-October 21, 1967
Died-August 20, 2019
“They have passed into the Light which is beyond the valley of the
shadow of death. The places that have known them shall know them
no more. But their virtues are wriAen upon the tablets of Love and
Memory and they shall be reverenced for all %mes as true and faithful
Elks.”
SECRETARY’S REPORT
Minnesota Elks: Jumping In With Both Feet!

WHEN: September 14th, 2019 beginning promptly at Noon

WHO: Exalted Ruler, Esteemed Leading Knight, Lodge Secretary, WHERE: Fergus Falls, MN Elks Point – 20970 Elks Point Rd
Chair of the Board of Trustees, District Commi+ee Chairs
*****You are required to a+end. If you cannot a+end,
you must contact DDGER Tim Lieser and
request dispensa on. Email him @ DDCentralMN@gmail.com
All Elk members are invited and encouraged to a+end.

WHAT: The 2019 Minnesota Central District Fall Conference
and District Deputy Clinic

Please also add the 2019 Mid-Year conven on date to your calendar. October 17-20 at the Breezy Point Conference Center. If
you need registra on informa on, let me know.
Fraternally submi+ed,
Shannon Dehen Secretary
sddehen@aol.com

Messages from the GER
New Members can give your Lodge a spark
The Lodge year is nearly half over, so I hope that Lodges are taking ac on and making plans that will result in overall success. The
best events are the ones that are properly planned and executed, with forethought as to what will be needed in terms of promoon and execu on. New ideas should be discussed with open minds to provide more opportuni es for Members to enjoy their
membership and meet new people. Our new Members bring fresh energy and ideas that should be heard and considered. We need
to make them feel like they are an important part of the Lodge, because they are.
In planning events, it o?en seems that a small group of reliable Members are the ones who do the work, while newer Members
feel le? out and have no place in the life of their Lodge. Hmmm...maybe there’s an opportunity here. Consider bringing more
Members into your helper network, including new Members, so that everyone can feel invested in the life of their Lodge. One of
the biggest reasons we lose Members is because nobody takes an interest in them. If they are invited to be a part of events, they
will likely take a stronger interest in their Lodge.
Also, one of the hallmarks of our Order is our service to our communi es by geHng out and making our communi es be+er places
while promo ng the Elks brand. I have o?en said, “If they know you, and they like you, they’ll want to be a part of you.” By geHng
involved in community events and undertaking programs and ac vi es that will resonate with your community, everyone wins. A
great opportunity is an ac vity celebra ng Na onal Patrio sm Week, September 9-15. It is only one of many suggested opportunies included in the Grand Lodge calendar that has been distributed.
Exalted Rulers, you were there for our na onal conven on in St. Louis. You were able to see Elkdom on full display. For too many,
“Elkdom” is their Lodge building and whatever is contained within. While that is an important part of the Elks experience, there are
other opportuni es outside the Lodge, such as district, state, and na onal events that can enrich Members’ understanding of what
we are all about. Please share your experiences with Members who were unable to a+end so they can be+er understand what
Elkdom encompasses and ins ll in them greater pride in being part of our fraternity.

Dates to Remember
9/1 breakfast
9/14 DD clinic in Fergus Falls
9/16 lodge mee ng
9/23 Youth on Stage
10/17—10/19 MN State Elks Mid-year
Conven on at Breezy Point
10/28 Youth on Stage

Deadline for anyone wishing to place an ar cle in the September
issue of the Elkorama will be September 15. Please email them to
djdenny07@gmail.com or leave ar cles at the lodge. Thank you.

September Birthdays
4 - Burton, Michael
4 - Meyer, Kim
7 - Nesvold, Jeremy
7 - Sloan, John
8 - Mills Jr, Stewart C
10 - Tu?e, Steven
10 - Wasson, Jill
11 - Palmer, Paul
13 - Spangler, James B
14 - Carlson, Rodney A
15 - Nelson, Peter A
15 - Fraune, Joseph

21 - Beaulieu, Duane
23 - Csanda, Liz
25 - Brule, Maurice
25 - Osborne, Sharon R
26 - Satre, William P
30 - Bongs, William

The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks
Lodge #615. 215 South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is
mailed or emailed to members, widows and widowers of

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
215 South 9th St
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Oﬃcers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2019-2020———–
Exalted Ruler………….Dan Graven, PER (320) 250-3644
Leading Knight………..Carol Browne (218) 828-4083
Loyal Knight…………..Dennis Benjamin (218) 825-8122
Lecturing Knight………Angela Goﬀ (218) 296-2183
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen, PER (218) 820-1689
Treasurer……………....Herman Wisneski, PER (218) 839-8503
Esquire…………...…….James Dehen, PER (218) 820-8557
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn (218) 838-6529
Inner Guard………...James Runberg, PER (218) 270-2217
TRUSTEES
Trustee………...Dick Lyscio, PER (218) 851-1753
Trustee………. Sco+ Longanecker (218) 829-7507
Trustee………. Paul McQuaid (612) 805-3235
Trustee……….. Bruce Mogensen (218) 851-0397
Trustee……….. Jack Antolak (218) 831-1990

September 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
8am Breakfast at
the Elks

2
Labor Day

3
5:30 Family Dinner: TBA

4
Happy Hour at
the Club

5
5 pm Burgers

6

7

8
8am Breakfast at
the Eagles

9

10
5:30 Family Dinner: TBA

11
Happy Hour at
the Club

12
5 pm Burgers

13

14

15
8am Breakfast at
The VFW

16
5 pm Trustees
6:30 pm Lodge

17
5:30 Family Dinner: TBA

18
Happy Hour at
the Club

19
5 pm Burgers

20

21

22
8am Breakfast at
The Am Legion

23
6:30 Youth on
Stage

24
25
5:30 Family Din- Happy Hour at
ner: TBA
the Club

26
5 pm Burgers

27

28

29
8am Breakfast at
the Elks

30

DD clinic in Fergus Falls

