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ER Message

NOTICE! We still have 11 delinquent members. I have sent
out several reminder letters and made several calls. If you
know these members or are their proposer, please contact
them. If you need contact info let me know.
Gary Benson
Todd Berghuis proposer Chuck Steinbauer
Michael Brown proposer Jeff McArthur
Stephen Busch (Wheelers please contact?)
James Coughenour proposer Tom Swanson
Gary Doucette proposer Scott Longanecker
Gerald Johnson proposer Jim VanDuyn
Bill Kronstedt proposer Jim Runberg
Matt Pelphrey proposer Tom Swanson
Shirley Schroeml proposer Dennis House (Karel please
contact?)
Mark Strobel proposer Jim VanDuyn
REMINDER: If you turn in an application for a prospective member, you MUST include the application fee and
we need a phone number and email. Prorated dues rates
are posted on the office door and dues must be paid before initiation. Thank you for your help.
Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen ER
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Grand Lodge 2017-2018 This certifies that
Brainerd, Minnesota Lodge No. 615 has been
awarded this Citatiion of Merit for their efforts

October is a month of activity as deadlines loom
Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler MICHAEL T. LUHR
As we enter the month of October, we begin to reap the rewards of our September preparations.
Have all your Lodge Officers donated to ENF, and have you discussed ideas for this year’s grant opportunities? If not, make ENF
part of your next meeting agenda and get it done.
October is also the month of the new GER’s “Class,” so make every effort to initiate new candidates for membership before November 1. Make this initiation a special night, one that accommodates the schedules of new and established Members alike.
During the last meeting of October, be sure that your secretary and trustees submit their reports to the Lodge. This is also a great
time for Exalted Rulers to report on their Grand Lodge experience. Remember that all these reports should be in written format
and included in your meeting minutes.
Your Auditing & Accounting Committee is also required to offer their report at the end of the month. Your A&A Committee should
plan to meet with the secretary and treasurer to review all finances, ensure budgets are revised, and check that records are being
maintained according to statute. The importance of this committee’s work cannot be overstated, and every effort should be made
to swiftly accommodate requests.
Red Ribbon Week runs from October 23-31. This is an opportunity for your Lodge to support the Elks Drug Awareness Program
while procuring some positive exposure in your community. Ask local school officials and law enforcement personnel how your
Lodge can help spread the word about the dangers of drugs most prevalent in your community.
I would ask every Exalted Ruler to look at the Members of your Lodge who are “Working Together to Make a Difference.” Recognize their efforts by awarding them my Special GER Award. It’s a small gesture that shows them just how much you and I both appreciate their hard work. Please take the time to thank the Members who are making the Elks stronger because of their selflessness. See page 37 of the Grand Lodge Program book for more information.
My last reminder is an important one: Start planning your Veterans Day program now. Our veterans sacrificed so much on our behalf, and they deserve all the recognition we can bestow upon them. Let’s honor veterans in a way befitting of their service to our
country as well as remind them that the Elks will never forget them.

2018 Mid-Year Convention Schedule
Thank you for Pre-Registering

Friday, October 19
7:00-10:00 Registration
8:00-11:30 Marketing with Tom Heller; Leadership
with Dan Schultzetenberg at Breezy Point
The following will be held at the Youth Camp Rain or
Shine
12:00-2:00 Youth Camp Picnic
12:00-5:30 Day in the Life of a Camper
1:30-3:30 Scotch/Bourbon Tasting; Wine & Cheese
Tasting
3:00-5:00 Worthington Lodge Hospitality Hour
5:30-7:30 BBQ Dinner
5:30-10:00 Beach Luau
6:30-7:30 Campfire Skit

Saturday, October 20
7:00-10:00 Registration
8:00-11:30 Business Meeting
The following will be held at the Youth Camp Rain or
Shine
1:30-3:30 Youth Camp Raffle Drawing & Silent Auction
6:00-10:00 The Big Chill; Music & Beverages; Dockside
Bar-Breezy Point

Secretary Report
Greetings members all.
We have a nice Club that we all enjoy. There is and will
continue to be a place for a private restaurant/lounge
for our members and their guests to enjoy. Your Trustees work very diligently to keep it working they appreciate the people willing to help with the “service”.
Thank you also from your officers also for the dedication
and time put forth by our membership to keep it rolling.
As we move into winter, please look at your schedules
and see where you might be able to help out.
Well, sometimes I like to play with numbers. While the
Club aspect mentioned above is important, we are a
fraternal Order and so here is an interesting number:
$365,000,000. That is what $1,000,000 per day adds up
to and that was our Order’s national goal for giving in
donations last year- volunteer hours, mileage, and monetary contributions inclusive. Please note the we exceeded that last year. Our Order gave $1,853.014 per
day. That is an annual total of $675,985,245 and we
should be very proud. I suggest you give yourselves an
Atta boy/girl for the efforts of all. Let’s keep building our
membership in the Order so we can continue to have
that level of impact on our fellow Americans. Ask someone you know if they would like to join. Show them
what we do- Be loud, Be proud.
Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, Secretary

Grand Lodge Commendation Award-Drug Awareness Program-This Certificate is issued to Brainerd #615 National
Poster Contest in grateful appreciation of meritorious participation in
the Drug Awareness Program of Grand Lodge, ss/National Director
Grand Lodge Commendation Award Drug Awareness Program This Certificate is issued to Camille Scofield (St Francis Grade 4) National Poster Contest in grateful appreciation of meritorious participation in the Drug Awareness Program of Grand Lodge, ss/
National Director

Elks State Soccer Shoot

On August 25th, the State Soccer Shoot was
held at the Elks Youth Camp. Families from all
over the state came to watch their child/
grandchild compete in the State Soccer Shoot.
The Elks hosted
the contestants
and their families for a family
fun-filled weekend at the camp
at "No Charge'
to the families.
The Brainerd
Elks cooked the
meal for Saturday evening as
well as a great
breakfast for the
families on Sunday morning.
Brainerd had 5 kids that competed in the State
Soccer Shoot. Two of these kids walked away
with 1st Place Honors. The State competitors
were:
Kaylie Glas- 1st Place; Rya Glas- 1st Place;
Oliver Kelm- 2nd Place;
Corgan Kelm- 4th Place; Wyatt Glas- 3rd
Place.
Again, many thanks to those of you who assisted with the Soccer Shoot Program this year. It
does not go unnoticed and I/we really appreciate it.
Anna Gardner, (2015-2016 MVS), Brainerd, recently
was selected to serve on The Honor Society of Phi Kappa
Phi's Council of Students.
The council, comprised of six student vice presidents from
chapters across the nation, will serve as the student engagement committee for the Society.
Gardner, initiated into Phi Kappa Phi in 2017, is currently
pursuing bachelor’s degrees in film, photography and visual
arts and art history at Ithaca College.
She will serve a two-year term on the council during the 2018
-20 biennium. (From Brainerd Dispatch Extra Credit, August
27, 2018.)

Golf Tournament
The MN Elks State Golf Tournament was hosted
by Mankato Elks Lodge on July 27 & 28, 2018 at
North Links Golf Course.
The weather was absolutely perfect for the tournament. This was the first year we held the flight
event on Friday. There were 11 golfers registered
for the flights. At the 2017 tournament players
voiced an interest in bringing the flight event
back. There were 20 players playing a practice
round on Friday, but only 11 entered the event.
The committee feels it is worth continuing to offer the Friday flights, and reviewing the interest
each year.
The results for the 2018 tournament are:
Friday stroke play low net: 1st Brian Elmquist
Hibbing Lodge; 2nd Jerry Shoults Minneapolis
Lodge; 3rd Tom Frankson Hibbing Lodge; 4th
Brian Timmerman Hibbing Lodge. Jerry Shoults
won the low net senior. Trophies will be awarded
at the Midyear at Breezy Point.
Saturdays scramble event had 79 golfers registered with one withdrawal due to sickness.
The results are:
1st Team of Gary Myers, Bill Garrity, Terry Garrity from Hibbing Lodge.
2nd Team of Scott Longanecker, Dick Lyscio,
Wayne Gutzman, Terry Nelson from Brainerd
Lodge.
3rd Team of Gary Bye, Justin Bye, Brian Timmerman, Brian Elmquist from Hibbing Lodge.
4th Team of Jordy Beek, Tom Hahn, Jordy Beek
jr., Arron Beek from Mankato Lodge.
5th Team of Brian Erickson, Jerry Dogoiech,
Ken Weaverling, Jason Mavity from Hopkins
Lodge.
As in years past the low actual score wins first
and the 2nd thru 5th place are a blind draw.
Once again this year the 2nd place actual score
was only one stroke behind first place but did
not win anything. The committee recognizes the
disappointment and will review the procedure of
awarding prize money for future years. Suggestion was made to award 1st and 2nd based on
actual score.

3 Minutes of your time: Go to Elks.org/

scholars and view History in the Making. It’s a
YouTube presentation about 150 Scholars for
150 years of Elkdom. Yes, you will have glimpses of our own scholar, Gabriella Haire, 2015
Most Valuable Student. Kudos, Gaby! Thanks
for your Elks enthusiasm.

Activities
Social Committee met recently to plan events for remainder of this year & beginning next year. The following activities will be planned: a chili cook off, deboning
class & a New Year’s Day party. More to follow.
Thanksgiving dinner will be Nov. 13th & also honoring
our Vets.
Support Viking Sunday’s. We have had good turnouts
so far. So Fun. Bring a Friend.
Social Committee, Carol Browne, Chairperson

Veterans Fishing

When Thomas Kramin from the MN Elks Association and
Sam Carlson from Mandatory Fun Outdoors have an idea
there is no stopping them. There may be some bumps in the
road but with a great network of people those are easily flattened out.
Recently 11 veterans and their family members were treated
to a little fishing vacation at the Elks Youth Camp on Pelican
Lake. Eight guides donated their boat and fishing skills for
the day and everyone came back at the end of the day with
some smiles and fish stories.
This was my first time seeing the camp and what a great
place, remarked Jamie Dietman of What’s Up Outdoors.
Three Brainerd Elks members donated their cooking skills
and no one went away hungry. We got really lucky—the
weather was perfect, and everyone got a fish, or at least a
bite.

Take Back Day

The National Prescription Drug Take Back Day
addresses a crucial public safety and public
health issue. According to the 2015 National Survey on Drug Use and
Health, 6.4 million Americans abused controlled
prescription drugs. The study shows that most
abused prescription drugs were obtained from
family and friends, often from the home medicine
cabinet. Unused prescription drugs frequently
find their way into the wrong hands. It’s dangerous and often tragic. That’s why it was great to
see thousands of folks from across the country
clean out their medicine cabinets and turn in,
safely and anonymously, a record amount of prescription drugs. The Drug Enforcement Agency
(DEA) has held fifteen National Take Back days
since September 2010. The totals for each are
listed to the right. The numbers continue to increase as the message of prescription drug abuse
spreads. Did you miss the last Take Back Day?
Prescription drugs can be disposed of at any time.
Visit DEA.gov to find a disposal site in your area
or check with your local pharmacist. The next
DEA Take Back Day is October 27 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Drug Awareness Program Drug Take
Back Day numbers continue to rise

Red Ribbon Week is the nation’s oldest and largest drug prevention program, reaching millions of Americans during the
last week of October every year. By wearing red ribbons and
participating in community anti-drug events, young people
pledge to live a drug-free lifestyle and pay tribute to DEA
Special Agent Enriqué “Kiki” Camarena. The Elks are proud
to be a part of such an important tradition. The murder of
Camarena in 1985 prompted a national outcry against the
drug cartels that is still heard today. He was kidnapped, tortured, and killed while successfully investigating one of the
largest drug trafficking organizations in Mexico. Teachers,
parents, and students in the elementary and secondary
school levels across the country banded together and wore
red ribbons as a symbol to honor Camarena and his fight
against illegal drugs. The ribbons also served to bring drug
prevention campaigns and awareness to the schools. Drug
Awareness Program 9 ways to mark Red Ribbon Week The
Elks have kept Camarena’s fight going strong by initiating the
Red Ribbon campaign in schools and through the Elks National Drug Awareness Program, which teaches children and
parents about the dangers of illegal drug use and prevents
the abuse of legalized and prescription drugs. It’s the largest
volunteer drug awareness program in the country. The program relies on state, district, and Lodge volunteers to promote a drug-free lifestyle. By taking pride in America’s communities and youth, the Elks’ program takes action against
youth drug use through education and inspiration.

Donated 22 Wheelchair Bags to the St Cloud Veterans hospital. Thank you to quilting friends in Fargo,
who donated fabric and quilters Mary Jane Manke
and Susan Pederson, sisters of Jim Van Duyn.

Ask
Someone
to Join!

All You Can Eat!!!

Polish Sausage,
Sauerkraut,
Beans & Bread
$8.00

2nd Wednesday of the Month
October 10
11 am – 1 pm

Brainerd Elks Lodge #615
215 South 9th Street

Dear Brainerd Elks Members, Thank you so very much for your generous donation and daily involvement in the 2nd Mark Munson Memorial School of Rock. Once again it was a positive and amazing experience for our young rock stars! I’m still getting notes that remind me
that indeed, we did make a difference! Jim Runberg went over the
top with daily delivery of snacks and took care of all the details for
our pre conference “pizza supper”. I can’t tell you how much I appreciated that important detail! Thanks again Jim! I believe with all my
heart that our community is better because of this summer opportunity for kids. Thank you for helping, in such a big way, to make it
happen. Warmly, Marlee Larson.
We are grateful for your support of Operation Sandwich. Through
your donation, we are able to serve needed lunches to fellow community members. You are truly a positive inspiration of hope. With
Sincere Appreciation, Your United Way Staff
Exalted Ruler Shannon and the members of Brainerd Lodge #615—I
wanted to congratulate you on being published in the Elks National
Magazine! The meals that were prepared for at Camp Ripley for the
Vets Turkey Hunt shows the dedication that the Brainerd Elks have to
our Veterans. It was a fantastic event that I was lucky enough to participate in! Events like this for our Veterans show our community that
the Brainerd Elks are, “Kindofa Big Deal”! Keep up the great work!
Pat Wright, MN Elks Association State President
Thank you from Baxter Parks and Rec…We cannot begin to express
our gratitude for your company’s sponsorship of …youth baseball and
softball programs…over 500 youth involved…Your sponsorship,
through field banners, team shirts and general operations giving,
helped make it happen. Baxter Parks and Recreation Staff and ISD
181 Community Education Staff, Maureen O’Connor Youth Development Coordinator.

October Birthdays
Here's wishing all our members with an October Birthday, a Healthy and Happy "Special Day".
02 Wroolie, William
04 Borden, Thomas R
06 Browne, Carol
07 Larson, Wayne
09 Patterson, Robert
09 Solien, John
10 Jeppesen, Michael
11 Fisher, Fred L
15 Ryan, Donald F

16 Masanz, Joseph R
18 Maras, David
20 Weum, Mary C
24 Straka, Gregory
25 Kautz, Terri A
28 Burton, Irving
28 Haberman, Lisa L
29 Koehler, Edward

IN MEMORIAM
Donald Denny Polich
Born-July 9, 1923
Passed Away-August 29, 2018
Initiated-November 2, 1961
“They have passed into the Light which is beyond the
valley of the shadow of death. The places that have
known them shall know them no more. But their virtues are written upon the tablets of Love and Memory
and they shall be reverenced for all times as true and
faithful Elks .”

. “Living or dead, Elks are never
forgotten, never forsaken.”

Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the November
issue of the Elkorama will be October 15. Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge.
Thank you.
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Donations Surpass $1M Per Day
By ROBERT A. GUILLEN GL Government Relations Committee
Chairman
Committee Chairman At the convention in San Antonio in July, I reported $675,985,245 as the final
total for our fraternal year 2017-2018 on our Survey of Volunteer, Youth, Charitable and Community
Service Programs. This is up from the 2016-2017year end of $334,292,982. We had set a goal of
$365 million so that we would report more than $1
million a day in donations. Well, that total is
$1,852,014 a day and worth sharing. Post this in
your Lodge bulletin and web site. Reporting the figures is crucial. Wemust continue to maintain our
statistics to remain a non-profit organization. Our
goal in the Government Relations Committee is to
assist the Lodges with matters regarding government entities. When we are able to explain to members of the different Government Agencies, Senators, Representatives, Congress, and Last year's
donations well surpass $1 million a day licensing
and regulating departments, we can show them
statistics of our charitable donations and work. Our
representative in Washington, D.C. can use all of
this information to continue our attempts to change
and improve the UBIT (Unrelated Business Income
Tax), which would benefit all Lodges. We will continue to take our issue to the IRS and others to
eventually make the changes necessary.

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2018-2019———–
Exalted Ruler………….Shannon Dehen
Leading Knight………..Dan Graven
Loyal Knight…………..Carol Browne
Lecturing Knight………Dennis Benjamin
Secretary…………….…James Dehen, PER
Treasurer……………....Herman Wisneski, PER
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Paul McQuaid
2 nd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
3 rd Year Trustee……….Sharon Osborne
4 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak
5 th Year Trustee………..Scott Longanecker

October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1 5:00 Trustees;

2 5:30-7:00 Family

3 All Day Happy

6:30 Lodge

Dinner Night:

8:00-12:00 Breakfast @ the Elks

8

9 5:30-7:00 Family

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks; 6:30 Range
Club Draw
10 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

14

8:00-12:00
Breakfast @ the
Eagles

15 5:00 Trustees;

16 5:30-7:00 Fami- 17 All Day Happy

6:30 Lodge

ly Dinner Night:
Ribs by Tom Swanson

21

8:00-12:00
Breakfast @ the
VFW

22

23 5:30-7:00 Fami- 24 All Day Happy

28

29

7

8:00-12:00
Breakfast @ the
Legion

Dinner Night:

ly Dinner Night:
Chicken Pot Pie by
Social Committee

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

30 5:30-7:00 Fami- 31 All Day Happy
ly Dinner Night:

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

Thu
4

Fri

Sat

5

6

11

12

13

5:00—7:00 Burgers

5:00 St Cloud VABingo

5:00 Gull River
Sportsmen

18

19

20

26

27

5:00—7:00 Burgers

5:00—7:00 Burgers

25
5:00—7:00 Burgers

