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It is hard to believe that I write this column in the middle of September, at 10:00 PM,
that the temperature outside is still +75 F. We are less than one week from Fall and it
still feels like the middle of summer. I was on the lake yesterday and the water
temperature is still +73 F. Enjoy this while it lasts because the inevitable, snowballs,
is just around the corner.
Recently we experienced a little difficulty with our liquor license and the club was
closed for a period. The problem has been resolved and we are open for business as
usual. Please come down to the club and join your friends for a fun time. We really need your business,
and as Bartles and James said, "thank you for your support".
Speaking of support the PER group has been acting as the membership and lapsation committee. We
need to grow our membership and request YOUR help in recruiting new members. The Elks has many
reasons to belong to our organization. PLEASE ask someone that you know to become an Elk. Without
YOUR assistance we can't grow our organization. My goal this year is to increase membership by 5%.
That means 12 new members over and above the members we lose. If we wish to continue as a lodge,
membership increase is a must.
Upcoming events at the club include Vikings football games, Tuesday night dinners, Thursday burgers,
appreciation night dinner and other things. Come on down and support your local Elks club.
Have a great fall.

SECRETARY’S REPORT
Please continue to recruit new members. We need enthusiastic,
younger members to keep doing all the programs we currently do.
The few members that do them now are going to get burned out.
Invite someone to burger night on Thursdays and we will pay
for their meal. Just mark on the order slip it was a prospective
member meal.
Propose 3 new members and you can earn a Grand Exalted Ruler
(GER) pin!
The application fee is $25.00 and the dues are now prorated, so if
you have a question about the amount let me know. The $25.00
must be paid at the time of application.
Respectfully submitted, Shannon Dehen

Every Wednesday
All Day
50 cents off every drink

Elks State Soccer Shoot
On August 29th, the State Soccer Shoot was held at the Elks Youth Camp
on Pelican Lake. It is just amazing what a nice facility we have there.
Families from all over the State came to watch their child/grandchild
compete in theState Soccer Shoot.
The Elks hosted the contestants and their families for a family fun-filled
weekend at the Camp at "No Charge" to the families. The Brainerd Elks
cooked the meal for Saturday evening as well as a great breakfast for the
families on Sunday morning.
Brainerd had 4 kids that competed in the Soccer Shoot and they were: Elsa Borchert- 1st Place; Brody
Kovatovich- 4th Place; Hayden Roberts-3rd Place; and Cam Walkowiak- 1st Place. Cam Walkowiak
was the top scorer for the boys as well as the top over-all scorer.
Again, many thanks to all of you who assisted with the Soccer Shoot Program this year. It does not go
unnoticed and I/we really appreciate it.
CIP 10 Years Old*; Local Grants
When John F. Malley founded the Elks National Foundation in 1928, he envisioned that it would “unite the forces of
the Order into a might army for the service of mankind.” Today in many ways, the Community Investments Program
is that army.
Launched in 2005, CIP has experienced remarkable growth thanks to the work of Elks volunteers.
As grant amounts grew from $200 to $500 to $2500, the army set to work and people across the country saw the
Elks’ commitment to charity in action. As we celebrate the program’s tenth birthday, it’s the perfect time to reflect on
the CIP’s success!
Elks use grants to provide food to the hungry and clothes for the homeless, to serve veterans in need and support
community members in crisis, to teach the value of service and be role models for youth, and to spread the goodwill
of the Elks.
Since the Community Investments Program began, we’ve awarded more than 16,000 grants to Lodges, each targeted
toward helping Elks build stronger communities. Here are some Brainerd program highlights.
The Community Investments Program started in 2005-2006 with a budget of $350,000, and 544 Lodges took
advantage of these $200 grants. Participation climbed, and the grant amounts and the budget grew. Along the way,
Elks volunteers gave countless hours to serve their communities in dozens of different ways.
In the beginning, there were Promise Grants. (Though Promise Grants started in 2001, they found a home with the
CIP in 2005). Brainerd Elks Lodge received their first $2,000 Promise Grant in 2013-2014 to feed The SHOP youth
hamburgers twice a month through the school year. This project has grown to $2,500 with the most recent grant
approval and to happen year around. We have partnered with the UCC church to do one of the meals at the church
with The Shop youth cooking the supervised meal preparation.
Gratitude Grants sprang to life in 2005-2006 and even more Lodges got involved. By attaining the Grand Exalted
Rulers challenge each year (a given dollar amount per member) Brainerd Elks Lodge has met that challenge and with
donations to the local food shelf, Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen, Mid Minnesota Women’s Center (refrigerator),
Healthy Brains for Children (Pregnant Girls Night Out events), Toys for Kids, and Dictionary project. Once our
challenge amount $4.65 per member is reached this year, an application will be completed. This project will give all
third graders in our Lodge region a dictionary of their own.
In 2007-2008, Impact Grants become a reality, offering Lodges up to $10,000 to start a large-scale service project in
their community. Brainerd Lodge’s Grants committee has not applied for an Impact Grant, yet; but are open to new
ideas. So, if you have an idea, please share.
In 2012-2013, CIP added Beacon Grants to the program, offering each Lodge the chance to start an ongoing
charitable project, something the community could associate with the Lodge. Brainerd Elks Lodge began serving a
free family dinner to Central Lakes College Veterans once each week from September into the following May. This
Grant request has been honored for the 2015-2016 season.
In 2015-2016, the ENF will invest $9.77 million in the Community Investments Program to help Elks build stronger
communities. If the past 10 years are any indication, this birthday is the first of many milestones. Ten years is only
the beginning.
Sidebar: The Grants Committee of Brainerd Lodge has applied for a $2,000 Freedom Grant. This grant, when/if
approved will be to assist veteran families that are having family issues. Grants will be awarded after mid-September.
Funding of this grant comes from the Elks National Veterans Service Commission.

Thank You






Dear Brainerd Elks BPOE #615, Thank you so much for your
generous donation of $1200.00 to our veterans transportation respite
fund. Your check will cover the transportation cost for a veteran to
come to our program 5 days per week for ½ of a year. I would like to
invite each and everyone of you to visit us at Breath of Life when you
get a chance. Thank you, Dave.
Dear Dick, On behalf of the Central Lakes College Foundation, and its
students and staff, thank you for your donation of Thanksgiving
leftovers. You can be assured it was greatly appreciated by the
students and staff in the Veterans Resource Center on the Brainerd
Campus…. I hope you, truly, find pride in your contribution and
knowing the difference it makes. On behalf of the CLC Foundation and
the students who will ultimately benefit from your generosity, thank
you very much for your support. In gratitude, Pam Thomsen, Executive
Director CLC Foundation.
Dear Sponsor: The Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department would
like to thank you for being a sponsor of our youth programs…. Thank
you very much for your support of youth activities in Brainerd.
Sincerely, Tony Sailer, Director; Katie Kaufman, Recreation
Specialist (Muskies Fast Pitch Softball Team. Picture at the Lodge)

02 Wroolie, William
04 Borden, Thomas R
06 Brown, Carol
07 Larson, Wayne
09 Patterson, Robert
Solien, John
10 Jeppesen, Michael
11 Fisher, Fred L
12 Miller, Fay

15 Ryan, Donald F
16 Masanz, Joseph R
18 Maras, David
20 Weum, Mary C
23 Ettinger, Lenny L
25 Kautz, Terri A
28 Burton, Irving
Haberman, Lisa L
29 Koehler, Edward

The deadline for anyone wishing to place an
article in the November issue of the Elkorama
will be October 15.
Please email them to
vanuyns@charter.net or leave articles at the
lodge. Thank you.

The Elkorama is published monthly by the
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215 South 6th Street,
Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members,
widows and widowers of members.

Bernard Brandl
Born September 2, 1924
Initiated October 18, 1951
Passed Away August 26, 2015
“They have passed into the Light which is
beyond the valley of the shadow of
death. The places that have known them
shall know them no more. But their virtues are written upon the tablets of Love
and Memory and they shall be reverenced
for all time as true and faithful Elks “
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED
1

LODGE/CLUB
HOURS:
Daily 3:00-9:00
Saturday 12:00-8:00

4

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Elks;
3:00 Vikings
@ Broncos

11

5
5:30 Trustees
6:30 Lodge meeting

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Eagles

12

18

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the VFW;
11:30-3:00 Chiefs
@ Vikings

19

25

26

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the
Legion; 11:30-3:00
Vikings @ Lions

THU

5:30 Trustees
6:30 Lodge meeting

6

5:30-7:00

Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: Ribs by Tom
Swanson; Dessert by Pat
Gimbel

13

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: by
Herman Wisneski

20

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: by
Social Committee

27

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: by Jim Zaleski
and Jim Traylor

7
All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

14

2

8

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

3

5:30-7:00
Burger night

Homecoming Class of
1960 gathering

5:30-7:00
Burger night

9

10

16

17

23

24

30

31

15
5:30-7:00
Burger night

22

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

28

SAT

7:00 BHS Warriors
@ Bemidji

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

21

FRI

5:30-7:00
Burger night

29
5:30-7:00
Burger night

