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ER Message
This month is a transition month between fall and winter. We have had a WONDERFUL fall in the Brainerd Lakes area. Who
knows what winter holds for us.
November is a month to be thankful for all the blessings that we have. We live in a free country. No our country isn't perfect
but it is the best there is. With Turkey day coming up our Lodge has an opportunity to give back to the community by participating in the Community Thanksgiving Dinner at the Legion. Please consider volunteering and helping
out with this wonderful event.
Prior to the community dinner, you all have the wonderful opportunity to treat yourself to a lutefisk dinner at our club on 11/12/16, and it is being prepared by none other than our Tom Swanson. Tickets are
available at the club and I am told they are going fast. On Saturday 11/19/16 we host our annual free
Tom and Jerry event at the club. Proceeds go toward defraying expenses for our trips to the VA Medical
Center in St. Cloud. Plan on attending these opportunities.
A very important day occurs on 11/11/16. This is an opportunity to honor all veterans who have served our wonderful country. Please take time and make an effort to THANK A VETERAN for their service. Freedom truly is NOT free. Were it not for
the sacrifices these people made and continue to make, we would not be free to do what we want. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE
these sacrifices for granted.
At the risk of sounding redundant HAVE YOU ASKED SOMEONE TO JOIN OUR ELKS ORGANIZATION? We need new blood if our
lodge is to continue to survive. Membership should be YOUR number one priority. If you don’t ask, you will never know what
a new member can contribute to our organization.

Cheryl and I wish you a wonderful November and HAPPY TURKEY DAY. Fraternally yours, Bill

Membership Report
We have 255 members currently, with 5 members who have not paid this years dues. Our
membership at the end of last year was 260. If these 5 members do not pay, we will be
down 10 members from last year. Our goal is to increase membership by at least 1 from
last year. We have a long way to go. Please pay your dues and recruit new members.

Most Valuable Student Scholarship Visits
Most Valuable Student, Student of the Month and Elks Central Lakes College Scholarships information has been distributed to 15 high school counselors. In visits the Legacy and EES Scholarships information were also mentioned. A new format this year is that all MVS applications will be done online by November 30.

Tricia Lynne Engholm, September Student of the Month
Pillager High School
Tricia Lynne Engholm, Pillager High School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for September 2016. She intends to
attend college to study Occupational Therapy.
As Class President and co-President of the National Honor Society, Tricia has also received athletic honors and awards in volleyball
and basketball. Outside school she participates in her church youth group, Youth Works mission trip and Junior Olympic Volleyball.
She has been selected to the All-Conference Volleyball team, Pillager Husky of the Month, Most Valuable Offense and Miss
Offense. Basketball accolades have been Miss Defense and Miss Hustle.
This student works hard and puts forth 110% in all she does, notes Sue Turner, Counselor. As one of the top academic students she
not only finds the time to excel in the classroom, she also excels on the volleyball and basketball court. As a National Honor Society
Student she also finds time to volunteer in her community and surrounding community. She also volunteers as a Junior Olympic
Volleyball coach, participates in the church youth group and Youth Works mission trip. Tricia intends to attend either the University of Minnesota or University of North Dakota.
Her leisure time activities include wake boarding and boating. Plus, she works at Woodland Good Samaritan (dietary) and did the
Brainerd Zip Line Tour.

Kobe Thomas Malone, October Student of the Month
Brainerd High School
Kobe Thomas Malone, Brainerd High School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for October 2016. He would like to
begin pursuit of a career in elementary education at either Moorhead State or Winona State next year.
Kobe is a wonderful young man who is very well liked by students and staff. He works hard, volunteers and is involved in school as
much as time allows. He might not be a 4.0 GPA student, but he still challenges himself with challenging courses and activities and
is ALWAYS willing to help others, writes school counselor Christina Kavanaugh.
He has been named student of the semester and teaches Sunday school, volunteers in the nursery and is a small group leader.
Kobe also helps out in a 3rd grade class once a week.
Key Club, Class Cabinet, Eco Club, FCA, and manager of the Girl’s Tennis team, Campus life are on his extracurricular activities radar. Leisure time activities include EATING and watching TV while hanging out with friends. He also does volunteer work.

Michaela Amelia Reidell, November Student of the Month
Crosby-Ironton High School
Michaela Amelia Reidell, Crosby-Ironton High School senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for November 2016. Future
plans are to attend Mankato State University and major in International Business. She hopes to work at a major global company
and start her own non-profit corporation.
Michaela is a well-deserving student to be chosen as Elks’ Student of the Month by our Crosby-Ironton High School Scholarship
Committee. Michaela is one of the most dedicated and hard-working students at our school, with a drive to succeed. Although
having had to overcome many personal obstacles, Michaela strives to do well in her classes, participate in activities, and work toward her future goals. I highly recommend Michaela to you, exclaims Nicole Doyle, school counselor.
High school laurels include being nominated for the Society of Women Engineers, she attended Girls State and Bridges Career Skills
Camp; she is a member of the National Society of High School Scholars.
Michaela attended the Spanish Concordia Language Village to earn a year of high school credit. The previous year she attended the
Korean Language Village to learn Korean. In the National Career Readiness Certification testing she attained a Gold level 5 of 7.
And that’s not all, she is involved in S.A.L.T. (Service, Adventure, Leadership, Team) taking leadership responsibilities for service
projects of interest; earned a PCA License, participates in Art Club and band.
In her leisure she enjoys studying, reading, listening to music, baking/cooking, visiting with people and taking care of people.
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the November issue of the
Elkorama will be November 15.
Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave ar ticles at the lodge. Thank you.

In the Book…

The 25th Annual Veterans with Disabilities Deer Hunt was
held at Camp Ripley October 4 - 6, 2016 with 44 veterans and
90 deployed soldiers participating. Although only 5 deer were
harvested, two from the veterans, and three from the deployed
soldiers, the 3-day event was well received.
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615 served two breakfasts starting
at 4:30 am on the morning of the 5th and 6th, as well as two
evening meals. They did a spectacular job and the food was
wonderful! Thank you.
Thomas Kramin, MN Elks Veterans Service Commission State
Chairman, opened the evening meal with the Elks Flag Charge
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Colonel Scott St. Sauver,
Commander of the Camp Ripley Military Training Facility and
member of the Brainerd Elks addressed the group focusing on
honoring our Vietnam Veterans and challenging all attendees to
never allow any veteran to return home in the manner many of
our Vietnam Veterans encountered. Grand Lodge Trustee Paul
Ryan was in attendance. There were approximately 10 Elks
attending the event.

Congratulations

Veterans Trailer Makes Debut
Making its debut at the Veterans with Disabilities Deer Hunt,
the newly acquired MN Elks Veterans Services trailer is ready
for scheduling to promote Elkdom.
Over the past four months, Elks…Leading the Way in acquisition
of a trailer through an anonymous donation. Work on stripping
the inside, installing windows, and pamphlet and other supply
holders, then finally getting the outside vinyl wrapped with a
reduced "at cost" donation, the trailer is ready to assist in future events promoting Elkdom and what the Elks do for our
veterans.
Diane Gleason, National Elks Veterans Services Commission in
Chicago designed the artwork and Graphics Guys of Ham Lake
did the wrap. The trailer is already scheduled to be present at
eight different events this coming year, with more soon to be
added.
The trailer was on display at the Mid-Year Conference in Mankato, October 22-24.
For pictures and other related veterans with disabilities information like us on Face Book at MN Elks Veterans Service.

``````````````````````
Congratulations to Bruce Buxton on being named Citizen of the Year! The award is sponsored
by Community Action and is given
to those who volunteer above and beyond in the community. He was nominated by several people and organizations, as well as his
wife Kathy. Bruce has been a member of our Lodge for 2 years. The Distinguished Service Awards banquet will be October 27th.
At the NP Event Space.

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club

Coming Soon…
45th Annual Hoop Shoot
The Elks Hoop Shoot is underway. The
date is set for the 45th annual Elks
Hoop Shoot which is being held
on Saturday Dec. 10th at Forestview
Middle School.
The event will take place at 1:00 pm
until 3:30 pm with registration and
warm-ups beginning at 12:00 Noon.
There will be sign-up sheets, as usual,
at the Elks. Ask the bartender if you
do not see them. PLEASE sign the
sheet and volunteer to help. It is so
less stressful to know who is coming
and willing to help with this large Elks
Co-Ed event. Thank You! If you have
any questions, contact Dick Lyscio at
851-1753.

Social Committee

Brainerd Elks Social Committee will be doing their annual Thanksgiving Dinner with all the trimmings on
Tuesday night, Nov. 15th.
Our annual Bake Sale will once again be the
First Saturday of December. Please bring donated baked
goods the night before or at 11:00 day of Sale. The sale
begins at noon, December 3.
Posters will be set out as reminders.
The Mitten Tree will also be going up. Toys, personal
items, etc. are always welcome.

Brainerd

Homecoming

Parade

Thank You
Thank you for having my family at your camp.
The soccer shoot was really fun. The camp was
really cool and had a lot of stuff to do. I am looking forward to next year. From Logan Carlson
Thank you Elks Camp for free food. And fun times
for us. Thank you for family. Brynn Carlson
Dear Brainerd Elks Club: It was my honor to
attend the scholarship banquet a few weeks ago.
I cannot thank you enough for investing in my
academically challenging future. Seeing a society
so involved in the community gives me joy and
comfort in our nation’s future. Thank you for caring as much as you do, and continue to spread
the success of your prestigious organization. If
you need anything, let me know. Thank you once
again. Sincerely, Levi Daniel Palmer
Dear Brainerd Elks, Thank you so much for this
scholarship opportunity! I will be using the scholarship towards my tuition at St Cloud State University. I am so excited to be studying at St Cloud
and majoring in community psychology to gain a
degree in guidance counseling. I am so very
grateful for my education at Pillager High School
and I am very grateful for this scholarship opportunity. Thank you so much! Helene Wise

Once again, your Brainerd Elks were well represented at the
Homecoming Parade as we entered two Trailers this year. The
"Drug Awareness/Youth Activity" Trailer and the State's new
"Veterans Service" Trailer were both displayed in the parade.
Thank you to all of the young people from "The SHOP" who
assisted by passing out candy and carrying signs of what Elks Do.
Also, check out the "Smithsonian" magazine as a picture from last
year’s Homecoming parade as well as various Elks functions
across the country were highlighted in the magazine. So "toot
your horn" Brainerd Elks as you made the Smithsonian Magazine!!

01 Kirkpatrick, Brian D
03 Myears, Norman G
04 Christenson, James M
04 Gardner, Michael
06 Liebel, Lonnie
09 Stroschein, Marvin W
12 Beebe, Jay
13 Swanson, Thomas

15 Haugen, Charles L
15 Knutson, James K
17 Olson, Jeff
19 Johnson, Erica L
20 Kronstedt, William C
24 Wolleat, Earl R
26 Burton, John D
26 Olson, Robert P
29 Arens, Barbara J

WOW! Our Brainerd Elks Lodge #615 is in the
Smithsonian. Say what, we’re in the Smithsonian;
the most famous Library of Historical events? Yes,
we are and shown below is a copy of the letter our
fellow Brainerd Elks member and Lodge Publicity
and Marketing Chairman Jim Van Duyn received
from Ann Idol, the Editor of the Elks Magazine,
advising us of that special honor. As shown Jim
submitted a news brief of the Brainerd Elks 615
participating in the Brainer High School Homecoming Parade by pulling the Minnesota Drug Awareness Trailer and passing out candy along the way.
Jim also submitted a picture of the Trailer and the
Youth who handed out the candy and carried our
‘Elks Do’ Posters in the parade. These Youth, by
the way, are all volunteers from “The SHOP”, a
community sponsored hangout for young people on
the corner of 8th and Washington.
So, be PROUD AND LOUD you are an Elk and be
especially proud of the contributions we make to
our community, and these, United States, because
the National Elks Organization and the Smithsonian
Institute certainly are!

ATTENTION ~
LUTEFISK LOVERS!!!
LUTEFISK / SWEDISH MEATBALLS / LEFSE DINNER
By Tom Swanson

Saturday, November 12

Here’s the direct Link: http://postalmuseum.si.edu/
americasmailingindustry/BPO-Elks.html

$16.95
5:00 and 7:00 Seatings
Limited to 60 per sitting
Recommend buying tickets
in advance,
Tickets sold at the bar,
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615,
215 South 9th St, 829-2643

ANTLERS are HERE
Ages 12 to 20

Be a Founding Member.
Contact Co-Adviser: Barbara Jo Arens
218-820-9728 pbjarens2@live.com

If you haven’t heard…
…Brainerd Elks …. Leading the Way
Drug Awareness committee is holding their 2nd annual poster contest for 3rd-5th graders in the Lodge region. Poster deadline is December 16. When Dictionaries are distributed to 3rd graders a DA Bookmark will
be included. To date three schools have requested the
Marvel Comic Avengers Never Alone comic book that
addresses bullying, peer pressure and prescription drug
abuse. Would you like to work with the committee?
They meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, watch for
time. You are invited to drop in.

Kicking Down the Door
Dictionary Project will put a dictionary into the hands of

3rd graders in the area. Schools have been contacted and the
Gratitude Grant will be funding about 1,000 books for these
kiddos. Closer to Christmas volunteers will be needed to
label and go into the schools to deliver and talk about what’s
in the “more” than a dictionary to excited youth. If you have
some time and would like to help distribute talk to Shannon
or Jim Dehen, they are looking for you.

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2016-2017———–

Exalted Ruler………….Bill Bailey, PER
Leading Knight………..Dan Graven, PER
Loyal Knight…………..William Kronstedt
Lecturing Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....James Dehen, PER
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Tiler…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Jack Antolak
2 nd Year Trustee………. Scott Longanecker
3 rd Year Trustee………. Paul McQuaid
4 th Year Trustee………..Bruce Mogensen
5 th Year Trustee………..Sharon Osborne

Sun

Mon

November 2016
Tue

Wed

1

2

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée: Pork Chow
Mein /Rice by Tom
Swanson

All Day Happy Hour 5:30-7:00 Burger
50 cents off all drinks night

8

9
All Day Happy Hour 50
cents off all drinks;

6

7

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Elks; 11:30
Lions @ Vikings

5:30 Trustees; 6:30
Lodge;

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée: Walleye by
Herman Wisneski

13

14

15 5:30-7:00 Fami- 16

800-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Eagles; 11:30

20

21

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the VFW; 11:30
Cardinals @ Vikings

27
8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Legion; 12:00
Vikings @ Eagles

Thu

ly Dinner Night.
Entrée: Turkey &
trimmings by Social
Committee

11:00-1:00 Polish
Sausage

Fri

3

Sat

4

5

10

11

12

5:30-7:00 Burger
night

Veterans Day

5:00 & 7:00
Lutefisk Dinner
by Tom Swanson

17

18

5:00 St Cloud Vets
Bingo

All Day Happy Hour 5:30-7:00 Burger
50 cents off all drinks night

19
2:00-5:00 Tom &
Jerry Party

22

23

24

25

5:30 Trustees; 6:30
Lodge;

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée:

All Day Happy Hour THANKSGIVING
50 cents off all drinks
11:00-1:00 Community Dinner at Legion; 11:30 Vikings
@ Lions

28

29

30

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée:

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

26

Lodge Hours 3:00-8:00 Daily
3:00-8:00 Saturday

