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Exalted Ruler message
Fellow Elk,
While spring gets its act together and starts springing. We're finally seeing a little water around
the edge of the lake this weekend. There's hope we can be ice free in time for the fishing opener.
Speaking of fishing, the Elks Fishing Fling is ready to go on May the 4th. We didn't
completely sell out the event this year but came really close. The event this year is
held at The Gather on 3 also known as the Woods just south of Merrifield. Looking
forward to reporting on the success of the event in our next report.
Early this month as I slid into the office of ER we had quite a bit going on. The first
event that came up this month was Pints for a Purpose at the Jack Pine Brewery.
That event raised in excess of $400 for youth activities. It was a very fun evening
and gave us a fantastic chance to get in front of the community to tell the story of
what Elks Do here in the Brainerd area. I was hoping that it would also prove to be a
good recruitment opportunity. That is yet to be proven. We had pizza donated by
Papa Murphy's as well as a buck from every pour from Jack Pine. Be sure to thank them for their
generosity and assistance.
After a short break the pull tabs have returned to the club. We needed to go over some procedural things but those got resolved adequately and now pull tabs are again available at the club. Elks pull
tabs are also at Zorbaz on Gull and right down the road at Cowboys on 77. If you get out on the lakes
this summer be sure to duck in to those establishments and say thanks for supporting the work of the
Brainerd Elks.
The Kentucky Derby is set for Saturday the 7th and the social committee is planning a great time
at the club for that afternoon. Mint julips, big hats, and more horsing around. They also are working
on a pasta feed to raise money for a new dishwasher in our kitchen on Tuesday, the 24th. I guess
you have to dirty some plates to make some money... to clean more plates. Anyway, there will be
more on this in the email blasts, so please watch for that.
We pay tribute to all the moms on Sunday the 8th. Celebrate early, bring mom to the club for the
derby festivities on Saturday.
Elks Youth Camp opening on May 19th and 20th means we will have guests visiting from all over
the state. Be sure to make them feel welcomed in our club when they come to visit.
And finally, Memorial Day is coming. This year it looks like the events are nearly back to normal.
There will be the services at the bridge and downtown before the parade in Northeast Brainerd up to
Evergreen Cemetery. Once again I will be the emcee for this event and would love to see as many of
you participate in the events of the day as possible.
Before you know it we'll be slapping mosquitos and having mojitos in the summer sun.
Fraternally,
Bill Satre - ER

ENF programs receive funding boost with 2022-23 budget
By Cathleen Draper, ENF Communications Coordinator
In February, the Elks National Foundation Board of Trustees approved a total budget of $42.5 million—
including $39.8 million for program services—for the 2022-23 fiscal year: a 7% increase from the 2021-22
budget.
The Foundation’s largest program, the Community Investments Program, offers one of the most direct ways
for Elks to build stronger communities. The CIP now offers $15.7 million in grants. Beacon Grants, available
to every Lodge, are now worth $4,000, and a third bonus was added to the $2,000 Gratitude Grant, which is
available to Lodges that reached the GER’s per-Member-giving goal in the previous year. The $500 bonus
recognizes Lodges with broad-based fundraising programs. Lodges that earn all three bonuses could receive
a $3,500 Gratitude Grant.
The Elks National Veterans Service Commission also got a boost in the budget. The Commission’s Welcome
Home program will expand into Orlando and Phoenix in 2022-23. The ENVSC will continue to help veterans
exit or avoid homelessness with a $4.6 million grant from the ENF.
Elks scholarships received a total of $4.9 million, including $2.8 million for MVS scholarships and $1.6 million
for Legacy Awards. The ENF doubled the number of Gunther & Lee Weigel Medical School Scholarships it
awards to 20, and the scholarships are worth $22,000. And, more than $130,000 was allocated to Emergency
Educational Grants for the children of deceased or disabled Elks.
The budget allocates $1.4 million to the Hoop Shoot, an increase for the national program’s 50th anniversary.
The Drug Awareness Program received $1 million, including a $225,000 grant from the DEA. The ENF also
granted $10.4 million to Elks State Associations. Each year, the ENF strives to grant more money back to
each state than it received from that state in donations.

Veterans express their gratitude for Elks’ assistance
By Nadezh Mulholland, ENVSC Programs Associate
In 2015, the ENVSC pledged to partner with the Department of Veterans Affairs to help end veteran homelessness. Our
Emergency Assistance Fund offers a lifeline for veterans in need.
The fund pays for essential housing expenses such as security deposit, rent, and utilities to help veterans exit or prevent
homelessness.
We often receive notes of appreciation from veterans who benefit from our homelessness programs. Every veteran has
a unique story, and we love having the chance to hear from veterans in their own words.
Now, we’re excited to share some of those words with you!
After the Emergency Assistance Fund paid the security deposit for her new home, one Los Angeles-based veteran
wrote, “I wish to express my overwhelming gratitude and thanks to you. I can’t completely put into words how it feels to
have a beautiful, secure place to live and to know that there are people in the world who are concerned about the rest of
us and are taking action to ensure our well-being.”
A veteran in Miami expressed similar sentiments. He wrote, “Thank you much! I appreciate everything you have done for
me. The past eight years have not been easy for me. After losing several jobs as a result of my injuries from the military,
I have been forced to survive with just over a thousand dollars a month. Some days seem impossible. But I know giving
up is not an option as I have two sons, one who’s still in high school. Sometimes it’s not easy to reach out for help. No
one likes to be turned down. So, on behalf of all the veterans and service men and women you have given so many reasons for hope and to look forward to the future, I am eternally grateful.”
Recently, we assisted a veteran in San Diego. He was behind on rent and feared a budgeting mistake would lead to
homelessness.
He explained, “I’m thankful that my life is content, but I recently made some errors in judgment, and you rescued me
within a matter of days. Without your assistance I would have groveled and skimped for a couple of months to get back
on track. I’ll show my gratitude by not repeating myself. I can’t give enough thanks for helping me.”

Legacy Scholarship Update
Update from Helen Knudson, 2020 Elks Legacy Scholarship Recipient. Helen is the granddaughter
of Elks members Chuck and Lois Steinbauer, and daughter of Ginny and Chad Knudson:
I am an Elks Legacy Scholar for the Brainerd Lodge 615. There were 4 other recipients from Minnesota in 2020. For my service project this year, I had the honor of helping with the Dakota County
Elks walleye fish fry. I volunteered at St. John Neumann Catholic Church in Eagan and mainly
helped in breading the fish. Everyone I met was so kind and helpful. I had a fantastic time meeting
Elks members and other members of the community. I really appreciate the generous scholarship
given to me by the Elks.

Youth Camp Raffle
The Youth Camp Raffle tickets are here! As in all the past years, the raffle tickets will sell out.
We have an allotment of 57 tickets to sell again this year for $100 each. There is a total of 100 Winners in Minnesota. The Brainerd Lodge has usually had about 8 winners out of the State’s 27 Lodges. There is a total of $50,000 to winners. If our Elks Lodge sells all 57 tickets, our Youth Camp Assessment will be paid! Help support our Youth Camp, our Lodge, & a good chance for you to win!
See Dick Lyscio or call Dick at (218) 851-1753 to reserve your ticket.

May Birthdays:
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*Fundraiser Pasta Dinner: All proceeds will go to the purchase of a replacement dish washer for the Club.
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