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March ER Message
Folks, my Exalter Ruler year is almost over. Stop Clapping!!
It’s been an adventure. The Grand Lodge trip (thank you, Herman and the membership), Eagle Scout banquet, Scholarship banquet, Fishing Fling, Youth Camp opening, Youth on Stage, County Fair, Vets Bingo,
Bataan March, Tom & Jerry party, Thanksgiving dinner at the Legion, Sunday Breakfasts, Hoop Shoots,
Polish Feeds, Lodge floor and trustee meetings, Family Dinners, Burger nights and Deer & Turkey Hunts at
Camp Ripley. I bring these activities up because YOU the members of Brainerd Elks #615 activated these
activities from start to finish. When I visit other Lodges, people are so amazed at all we do in Brainerd to promote the good works of the Elks. We are making a difference in the Brainerd community because of YOU!! I
would not trade this year for anything. I made new friends, had Fun & learned a ton. Give yourselves a pat on
the back!! Thank you.
My shout out this month is to our Chaplain Jim Van Duyn. Jim has taken the reigns on Membership, Vets,
and scholarship program. He helps with grants, hands out 3rd grade dictionaries, helps with Youth on Stage,
Hoop Shoots and Flag Day Ceremony. He currently is Full Throttle on the “Wrap”, The Wrap is a 4 page insert in the Brainerd Dispatch explaining just what the Elks do. This is no easy task. Jim bleeds purple and
can’t say no when asked to help out. You are the Best, Jim. The past Exalted Rulers organization is working
on a slate of officers for the new Elks year 2020-21. Installation of Officers will be held at the Masonic Lodge
on April 6th, Time to be announced.
On April 1st I will be passing the Exalted Ruler Torch to Carol Browne. She has gone through the Chairs,
worked hard and is Knowledgeable, passionate and committed to the good deeds we as Elks do. Congratulations Carol and thank you for all your hard work!!
We became Elks because our organization is important to our Country and our Community. Spread the
word.
Fraternally submitted,
Dan Graven, ER

Student of the Month
Hannah Ruth Oelke
Hannah Ruth Oelke, Pequot Lakes High School, Is one of the Brainerd Elks Lodge Students of the
Month for February. Aspiring to become a nurse is high on Hannah’s vocational list.
This quiet leader is respected by staff and teachers and will be found doing what is expected of her, echo her
counselors Ali Ross and Chris Palmer. Hannah volunteers with the prom committee, yearbook, youth group
and Kids Against Hunger.
Hannah loves hunting and you will find her attending all volleyball and football games. She is a member
of the A & B Honor Roll.

Student of the Month
Kansas Ann Tilbury
Kansas Ann Tilbury, Pine River-Backus High School, is one of the Brainerd Elks Lodge Students of the
Month for March. Studying pre-law and one day becoming a lawyer is on Kansas’ priority schedule.
Kansas is an outstanding, highly motivated student that is very active in extracurricular activities. She is
also involved in public and community service, being socially aware, bringing a strong work ethic and a mature perspective to whatever task she takes on, notes Mary Ruth Sigan, counselor. This positive attitude, ambition, and boundless enthusiasm make her an excellent candidate for the student of the month award.
Kansas is speech captain, making it to sections three consecutive years. She also participates in theater,
choir and softball. She is Miss Pine River 1st Princess and a member of the National Honor Society.

Secretary’s Report
ATTENTION MEMBERS:
Dues statements have been sent out. Please pay your bill promptly. Dues this year for regular members are
$94.00 and life members will pay $61.50. Please consider adding $10.00 or more for the ENF (Elks National
Foundation) contribution. This supports our grants and scholarships. If we have 15% of our membership contribute $10.00 or more, we will receive an extra $500.00 for one of our grants. That is a pretty good payoff!
Also, please consider paying $3.65 toward PAD (Penny A Day) This supports our Elks Youth Camp, which is
the Minnesota Elks state project. Your contribution will help send a child to camp next summer, who otherwise may not have the chance to attend a summer camp.
Fraternally submitted,
Shannon Dehen Secretary

Dates to Remember
April 1—Lodge Membership renewal is due
April 4th—Scout Banquet 12:00 noon at St. Andrews
April 17—National Hoop Shoot in Chicago, IL
June 26, 27—Minnesota State Elks Convention in
Owattona

The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd
Elks Lodge #615. 215 South 9th Street, Brainerd,
MN 56401 It is mailed or emailed to members, widows and widowers of members.
Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the
March issue of the Elkorama will be February 15.
Please email them to djdenny07@outlook.com or
leave articles at the lodge. Thank you.

March Birthdays
1 Jepsen, Denise J

9 Guldberg, Glenn

19 Jacobsen, Cur4s D

27 S4les, John

1 Longanecker, Sco(

10 Borchert, Sarah

20 Benjamin, Dennis

29 Dahlberg, Melvin

4 Klang, James B

10 Wisneski, Herman

21 Erpelding, Craig

29 Imgrund, John J

6 Holzer, William A

16 Aho, Michael

21 Larson, Thomas E

31 Smith, Lance

6 Tomerlin, Laureen

17 Green, Mick

22 McQuaid, Paul E

8 Gustafson, Glen

18 S4nson, Donn

23 Bluth, Gary J

Elks Central District / State Hoop Shoot
There were 5 kids from our area that competed at the Elks Central District Hoop Shoot on Feb.1. Brainerd
Elks kids had 1 First Place, 1 Second Place and 3 Third Place winners.Our only 1st Place winner was Aaliyah
Lewis from Pequot Lakes Middle School in the 12-13 year old class, and she went on to compete at the Elks
State Hoop Shoot in Hutchinson on Feb. 15th.
The competition was great at the State Hoop Shoot. Aaliyah had the lead going into the final round. However, one girl from Minneapolis Lodge got hot and edged Aaliyah out. Aaliyah took second place which is
very incredible especially for a shooter that has never competed or does not play organized basketball.
The real excitement came in the boys 12-13 yr. old group. The 3rd Place went to Gavin Miller of Dakota
County with 24 out of 25 free throws. There was a tie for 1st-2nd Place with both boys hitting 25/25. It took 2
tie breakers to declare a winner. Kale Misegades from Wadena hit 8/10 and Eli Menke from Rochester hit
9/10 to be declared the 1st Place Champion. Wow, 74 out of 75 free throws were made between these 3
boys!
I would like to extend a huge Thank You to all of those who helped this year with the Hoop Shoot locally
and at the District level. It takes a lot of volunteers and it is greatly appreciated.
Dick Lyscio - Hoop Shoot Chairman

Grand Lodge News
Passion creates passion for volunteer projects
By Hannah Graber
ENVSC Department Assistant
Over the past few months we’ve asked volunteers to share stories and advice about serving veterans in their
community. We recently contacted Minnesota State Veterans Chair Thomas Kramin to ask how he and his
state volunteers get so much done. His simple answer was “Passion creates passion.”
“To get started, approach the Members with a project that you have a heartfelt passion for,” Kramin said.
“Make sure you have a fluid plan on how to accomplish the project. When you ask for help, you open the door
for outside opinions on how to do it. Be open. You cannot do it alone. Find quality people to help with the project, lay out the fluid plan to them, and delegate tasks to them without micromanaging. Present a task that
needs to be accomplished and let them do the rest.”
As State Veterans Chair, Kramin helps oversee 20 volunteers at 13 voluntary service facilities and helps with
dozens of local and state projects. Partnerships and working with the community are key to his success, so
be sure to ask for assistance. Once these volunteers are involved, it’s important to be flexible and understanding.
“Remember that everyone is a volunteer, working on a volunteer income,” Kramin said. “Life gets in the way
sometimes and you must remember the volunteers have families and bills to take care of first. Gentle nudges
for reminders work better than dropping the hammer on them for being late in the reporting.”
When pressed as to why he spends so much of his time volunteering, Kramin said “Helping veterans is more
addictive than any drug available on the market. The sense of life accomplishment and self-worth you feel in

Hoop Shoot inalist emulates dad
Wayne Bower developed plenty of grit en route to the 2019 Hoop Shoot National Finals. But, he might’ve
learned a bit about grit, and now gratitude, from his dad, too.
“The Elks Hoop Shoot was like a religion in our family,” said Jacob Bower, Wayne’s dad.
Jacob is the youngest of five boys, all of whom competed in the Hoop Shoot. Jacob’s father, who died when
Jacob was 3 years old, encouraged his older sons to participate. They continued their father’s legacy. Jacob
competed every year from the time he was 8 and won the National Championship in 1997.
Jacob loved his Hoop Shoot experience, and so did Wayne. As Wayne advanced, he traveled to Portland,
Oregon, and Chicago—places he’d never been.
“It reminded me about all the good experiences I had with the Hoop Shoot,” Jacob said. “As I researched my
Lodge and saw how much they give to the community by helping others, especially kids and veterans, something inside me told me I needed to join.”
Jacob submitted his application to join Nampa, Idaho Lodge No. 1389 before the 2019 National Finals.
“It’s just something I believe in,” Jacob said. “Getting involved in it has been so exciting. I just love everything
about the Elks.”
The Bower family regularly attends the Nampa Lodge’s Friday night dinners, and Jacob plans to promote
Lodge opportunities, like the ones he and Wayne received, to others in the community. He already volunteers
with Hoop Shoot and hopes to direct the Lodge contest one day.
“I really believe this is one of the best events kids can be involved in,” Jacob said. “The Elks have done so
much for my family and now for [Wayne].”
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Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2019-2020———–
Exalted Ruler….Dan Graven, PER (320) 250-3644
Leading Knight...Carol Browne (218) 851-2911
Loyal Knight…….Dennis Benjamin (218) 825-8122
Lecturing Knight...Angela Rach (218) 296-2183
Secretary…Shannon Dehen, PER (218) 820-1689
Treasurer…Herman Wisneski, PER (218) 8398503
Esquire……James Dehen, PER (218) 820-8557
Chaplain…James Van Duyn (218) 838-6529
Inner Guard..James Runberg, PER (218) 2702217
TRUSTEES
Trustee………...Dick Lyscio, PER (218) 851-1753
Trustee………. Scott Longanecker (218) 829-7507
Trustee………. Paul McQuaid (612) 805-3235
Trustee……….. Bruce Mogensen (218) 851-0397
Trustee……….. Jack Antolak (218) 831-1990
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Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

5

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21

8am Breakfast at 5:00 Trustee mtg 5:30 Family Din- Club Happy Hour 5pm Burger
the Elks
6:30 Lodge mtg ner Night: Chef’s 3pm to close
Night
Choice

8

9

8am Breakfast at
the Eagles

15

10

11

12

5:30 Family Din- Club Happy Hour 5pm Burger
ner Night: Chef’s 3pm to close
Night
Choice
11am – 1pm
Polish Luncheon

16

17

18

19

8am Breakfast at 5:00 Trustee mtg 5:30 Family Din- Club Happy Hour 5pm Burger
the VFW
6:30 Lodge mtg ner Night: Chef’s 3pm to close
Night
Choice

22

23

24

25

26

8am Breakfast at 6:30 Youth on
the Am Legion
Stage

5:30 Family Din- Club Happy Hour 5pm Burger
ner Night: Chef’s 3pm to close
Night
Choice

29

31

8am Breakfast at
the Am Legion

30

5:30 Family Dinner Night: Chef’s
Choice

Regional Hoop
Shoot – Iowa
City, Iowa

27

28

