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ER Message

Brainerd Elks Lodge #615

As I write this article I realize that it will be my final
one. It seems like it was just yesterday that I became your ER. I wonder where the time has gone so
rapidly. I look forward to being just a
member like most of you. I hope to
stay active in the Lodge but will enjoy
not going to so many meetings.
Cheryl and I want to take this opportunity to thank ALL the women and men
who have so generously volunteered to
make the Brainerd Lodge of Elks as successful as we are. The names are too numerous to
mention. You know who you are and we THANK YOU
from the bottom of our hearts. To the people who
socially are Elks, please consider giving of your time
and finding an Elks activity to get involved. WE
NEED YOU. The more people we have involved in
Lodge activities the easier it is for everyone.
As a reminder that we are rapidly approaching the
end of the current Elks year I just received my dues
statement in the mail as I am sure most of you also
have. Please consider the optional contributions to
Elks National Foundation and the State Major Project
which is the beautiful youth camp on Pelican Lake.
These are both very noble and necessary programs.
The new slate of officers, as proposed by the Past
Exalted Ruler committee, will be voted on at the
lodge meeting in March and will be installed at the
first lodge meeting in April, Monday the 3rd. Annual
awards to deserving Elks will also be presented at
the meeting. PLEASE plan on attending and witnessing this very important event. We will also be initiating three new members at our first lodge meeting in
March, the 6th. For those of you that don’t know the
location of lodge meetings, it is the Masonic Lodge
and the entry is on South 6th Street.
Once again THANK YOU for allowing me to be your
ER for the past two years. It has been a distinct
honor and privilege. Remember, Elks Care and Elks
Share.

Fishing Fling
Is rapidly approaching
Reserve the date: April 26th

Tickets available March 15th

March, 2017

Teamwork is the recipe for Local Lodge success
Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler
MICHAEL F. ZELLEN
We will soon complete another very successful Local
Lodge year, and this is due to your dedication and
continued hard work in the name of Elkdom. Each
Member should be very proud of the work he or she
does for our veterans, our youth, our elderly and our
communities.
Each of you has truly lived up to my motto, “Elks ~ Leading the
Way.”
I would personally like to thank all the outgoing Exalted Rulers,
their Officers and their Lodges for the continued support of the
many Grand Lodge programs, and especially for your donations to
the Elks National Foundation, which as you all know is the Great
Heart of Elkdom.
I would also like to recognize our current District Deputies and their
District Esquires for their hard work and determination thus far this
fraternal year. While their term of office does not end until the
Grand Lodge Convention in July, each one of them has spent countless hours and has driven many miles traveling throughout their
respective state in carrying out their duties, and promoting what it
means to be an Elk. I know they will continue to work with the
newly elected Officers who will guide the affairs of our Lodges in
the coming year.
To our newly elected Exalted Rulers and Lodge Officers, I would like
to thank each of you for stepping forward to lead your respective
Lodge and continue to carry out the good works of our Order. You
are now part of a team – make it cohesive by strengthening your
relationship with your fellow Officers. View your service as the
opportunity to make new friends in your Officer corps, and learn
from your experience during your service as an Officer of your
Lodge. An Exalted Ruler cannot do it alone. You should be proactive
in seeking opportunities to be an important contributor to the advancement and success of your Lodge.
As you lead and support the activities in your Lodge, remember
that your actions are supporting the concept of “Elks ~ Leading the
Way.” As Officers, you must be exemplars of “Brotherly Love.” Be
mindful of “taking the high road” when times get tense or conflict
arises. Utilize the resources that have been provided by the Grand
Lodge, your State Association and your District. Take advantage of
the many educational opportunities that will be presented to you
as an Officer. District Deputy Clinics provide a great opportunity to
learn about Elkdom and the programs of the Grand Lodge. Do not
forget that the Elks manuals are available for downloading
at: http://www.elks.org/grandlodge/manuals
In closing, I wish each of you a very successful and rewarding year. I
know you will set goals for your Lodge to meet, and with hard
work, determination and the support from your Members, these
goals can be and will be achieved.
Finally, thank you for being an Elk, and for Caring and Sharing.

Student of the Month
Brigette Jensen
Brainerd Area Education Center
Brigette Jensen, Brainerd Area Education Center School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for March 2017. Future
schooling plans include attending Central Lakes College.
Brigette is a hard-working student, committed to learning course material according to her teacher, Jami Kraushaar. She has
grown academically and personally since her beginnings at AEC. Brigette offers her perspective and ideas on issues making her a
valuable school community member.
Her passion for technology lends well in the 3D Printer club. She has earned a Student of the Month Award. Church youth group
and community group are included in her out of school activities. Leisure time activities include drawing, reading and equestrian
ship, volunteering at a local stable.

Student of the Month
Daniel Jordan Dinneen
McGregor High School
Daniel Jordan Dinneen, McGregor High School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for March 2017. Attending the University of Minnesota Duluth followed by more schooling is on his horizon.
Dan is a wonderful student and an excellent human being. He has a very easy going personality and is a delight to talk with. When
it comes to academics he is a hard worker doing a good job of challenging himself. He has developed his leadership skills the past
couple of years and has shown noticeable improvement per counselor James Fischer.
Dan has remained on the A/B Honor Roll for most of his high school career. He is a member of the National Honor Society, a choir
member and participates in Chess Club, Speech and Upward Bound. He volunteers at the Senior Living Quarters and is involved in
community activities. Video gaming, reading and hanging with friends are enjoyed on his free time.

4 4 4 Membership Report
Membership is the lifeblood of our organization and without
that we cannot do the charitable activities that we do! So, let's
get out there and get some new members!

Top Proposers of the Month: Tom Swanson, Scott Longanecker
Top Proposers of the Year: James Van Duyn, Dick Lyscio (3 each);
Charles Steinbauer, Lorraine Berry, Chester Stevenson and Jeff
McArthur (1 each)
NEW MEMBERS DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:

Brainerdelks.org
ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO VISIT ELKS.ORG THEN
REGISTER AS A MEMBER

Secretary’s Report
Member dues statements were sent out the middle of February. Pay by April 30,2017 to receive your $20 punch card
($10 for life members.) The punch cards from this year
will NOT be accepted after March 31,2017.
Please mail your dues to: Elks Lodge #615 PO Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
DO NOT GIVE DUES PAYMENTS TO THE BARTENDERS OR
PUT IT UNDER THE OFFICE DOOR.
We are looking into getting a wall lock box that dues can
be put in. Thank you for your understanding.
Please note that your dues checks will not be cashed until
after March 31st. We appreciate prompt payment, so duplicate statements do not need to be sent.
Respectfully submitted, Shannon Dehen

The Elks National Veterans Service Commission was established in 1946, immediately after World War II,
with the sole mission of serving our nation’s veterans. Though much has changed
since then, the Elks’ dedication to serve veterans and military members in need has
never wavered. In VA clinics, veterans’ homes, USOs, homeless shelters and more,
thousands of Elks volunteers give generously of their time, energy and resources to
serve veterans and military members each year.
The Elks are committed to their mission, "So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.” The Veterans Service Commission takes that pledge one step further, and promises service to our nation's veterans and military members, with a special focus on service to those in need.

Jeffrey J. McArthur
"Fide Et Opera"

Elections March 6th! Come Vote
To All Brainerd Elk Lodge 615 Members
The Past Exalted Rulers Committee has met over the past
several months, confirming for the Exalted Ruler, members
who are current Lodge Officers, and, who continue to be
interested in moving up through the Officer Chair positions
in our Lodge. The PER Committee also has reviewed names
of members interested in becoming an officer in our Lodge,
and, will provide the following total listing of the proposed
chair officers, one Trustee position, and, a recommendation
for filling the Secretary and Treasure positions.
Lecturing Knight………...Angela Christensen
Loyal Knight………………Barb Arens
Leading Knight…………. Bill Kronstedt
Exalted Ruler……………. Dr. Jim Dehen
Trustee……………………...Jack Antolack
Secretary…………………. Shannon Dehen
Treasure…………………...Dr. Jim Dehen
This slate of proposed officers and other noted positions will
be presented on the floor of the Lodge at the 1 st meeting in
March. It will then be voted on by the membership. Our
Elks Lodge new year starts on April 1st, 2017, and runs
through March 31, 2018. Come to the Monday, March
6th meeting, and be part of the voting process!
Jim Runberg, President
Brainerd Elks PER Organization

Thank You
Dear Whomsoever it May Concern, Thank you so much for
the Central Lakes College Liberal Arts and Science Scholarship. Amanda Belin

Elk Members
Advertise Your Business
in the Elkorama!
a business card size Ad
12 issues, $120 per year

Busy Antlers

Antlers youth have a busy month ahead. Decorating a
dozen used bowling pins for the 2017 Good Samaritan Bowl is well underway
and preparations are being
made for a spaghetti dinner.
Brainerd Elks Lodge is
sponsoring the Bowling
Pin Art Project and bowling pins need to be ready
for display at the Good Samaritan Alley Rally at Mills
Ford on April 3 from 3:30—5:30 pm. Next, the art projects are for the Silent Auction and will be displayed
at business locations inviting pre-bids in the community during April. All funds raised through the silent auction go to the GS Bowl.
On March 16 from 5:00 to 7:00 an Antlers fundraising
Spaghetti Dinner will be held at the Lodge. Youth will
be raising funds to support their activities.

Thank You
Dear Members, Thank you for your cash donation to our
shelter. It was put to good use. We are grateful for the support we receive as we strive to assist our women. Sincerely,
The Staff & Board of the Mid-Minnesota Women’s Center
Thanks for the invitation to share Imagination Library and
support for this wonderful project! Your United Way Staff
Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the April issue of the Elkorama will be
March 15. Please email them to jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge.
Thank you.

Happy Birthday to All born in
March
01 Jepsen, Denise
01 Longanecker, Scott
04 Klang, James B
06 Holzer, William A
08 Gustafson, Glen
09 Guldberg, Glenn
10 Bonafield, Bruce
10 Wisneski, Herman
16 Aho, Michael
17 Green, Mick

HEALTHY-HEFTY

18 Stinson, Donn
20 Benjamin, Dennis
21 Erpelding, Craig
21 Larson, Thomas
22 McQuaid, Paul E
23 Bluth, Gary
24 Stenglein, Gary
29 Dahlberg, Melvin
29 Imgrund, John J
31 Smith, Lance

Thank You
Dear Friends, On behalf of the United Way of Crow Wing and
Southern Cass Counties, I would like to extend our gratitude
for your very generous gift of $4,000, which was received
between 1/1/2016 and 12/31/2016. It is through the generosity
and community support of donors like you that the United
Way…is able to provide funding to our agencies which in turn
provide services that are vital to improving the quality of life
for our neighbors in need…. Sincerely, Jennifer Smith, United
Way of Crow Wing and Southern Cass Counties
Yours in Safety, Service, and Protection, Corky McQuiston,
Chief, Brainerd Police Department
Dear Brainerd Elks, Thank you for your donation to the C-I
Grad Blast committee. We truly appreciate your support! Ann
Silgen

MN Elks Hoop Shoot Results
Girls 8 - 9
1st Place - Avery Schmitz Mankato #225
2nd Place - Madison Roen Eveleth #1161
3rd Place - Teshaya Anderson
- Minneapolis #44
4th Place - Taelyn Card,
Wadena #2386
Boys 8 - 9
1st Place - Kale Miseggades Wadena #2386
2nd Place - Cade Shelstad,
Red Wing #845
3rd Place - Lukas LaDue,
Owatonna #1395
4th Place - Evan Rubischko,
Thief River Falls #1308
Girls 10 - 11
1st Place - Kelby Anderson,
International Falls # 1599
2nd Place - Amy Thompson,
Stillwater #179
3rd place - Anna Herr,
Owatonna #1395
4th Place - Amber Czech,
Hutchinson #2427

Boys 10 - 11
1st Place - Kyler Card, Wadena #2386,
2nd Place - Eli Menke, Rochester #1091
3rd Place - Drew Forer, Hibbing #1022
4th Place - Jacob Johnson,
Sillwater #179
Girls 12-13
1st Place - Kyra Van Briesen,
Worthington #2287
2nd Place - Maci Martini,
Brainerd #615,
3rd Place - Destiny Piekarski Int'l Falls #1599,
4th Place - Hallie Roschen,
Red Wing #845
Boys 12-13
1st Place - Sam Johnson Stillwater #179
2nd Place - Blake Passe,
Rochester #1091
3rd Place - Isaac Maddock,
Alexandria #1685
4th Place - Jett Tomczak, Int'l
Falls #1599

MARCH 16, 2017
5:00 -7:00 PM
Cost: $8
Brainerd Elks
Lodge 615
215 South 9th St
Raising funds for Antlers Youth Program
Public is Invited

B-Day Party Well Attended
I would like to extend a
sincere THANK YOU to
the membership committee for organizing this
wonderful BPOE 149th
birthday party event. Everyone in attendance really
enjoyed it. It truly is
Great To Be An ELK.
ER Bill Bailey
PS: Good Sam Bowl
committee provided cake
and April Williams’ entertainment.
Pictured: Evie O’Con-

nor, Bill Bailey, Jim
Van Duynuyn

Why is it Important to Vote?
Julie Rademacher
Division I, 5th-6th Grade: 1st Place. 6th Grade, Forestview Middle School
It seems like a common word in the English language. Voting. Defined by the Merriam-Webster dictionary as an “expression of
opinion or preference”, voting is that and much more. We as Americans take that simple word for granted. When George Washington was elected president, only white men who met the land ownership requirements could vote. Now, any
American citizen, eighteen or older, that is registered to vote may do so. We have certainly come a long way.
Though it may seem like your vote is just a drop of water in a wide sea, your vote truly does count. If everyone
thought their vote didn’t count, and no voted, where would we get? Nowhere. Your vote could even break a
tie in your local election! If you don’t cast a ballot, then you are giving up your rights as an American that many
others are not privileged to have.
So, you think you’re too busy? Is a scheduling challenge really a reason to not vote? I think not. Thousands of
people, soldiers and citizens alike, fought for us and the right to vote. Just taking an hour out of your day to go
to the polls honors all the heroic men and women who fought for our rights. If it is a difficulty making it to the
polls, consider voting absentee or by mail. Just take the time to vote.
Franklin Delano Roosevelt said, “Nobody will ever deprive the American people of the right to vote except the American people
themselves, and the only way they could do this is by not voting.” I believe he is right. It is very important to vote so you can give
your input on the government leaders, social issues, and much more.
Why is it Important to Vote?
Ellie Jensen
Division I, 5th-6th Grade: 2nd Place. 6th Grade, Forestview Middle School
Why is it important to vote? Many Americans don’t realize how important this right is, and don’t realize how fortunate American
people are. Here’s why I think it’s important to vote.
First, voting is an important part of being free. Dwight David Eisenhower (33rd president) once said, “America
is best described by one word, freedom.” Also, if you don’t vote, you shouldn’t complain. Abraham Lincoln
said, “Elections belong to the people. It’s their decision. If they decide to turn their backs to the fire and burn
their behinds, then they will just have to sit on their blisters.” It is clear that voting is important to decide
America’s leaders.
People worked very hard to give us all the right to vote. Just think, African Americans, women, and people
under 21 weren’t able to to vote! People worked very hard to extend the rights to vote, so if we don’t vote, it
would be like throwing their hard work away. Franklin D. Roosevelt (32 nd president) said, “Nobody will ever
deprive the American people of the right to vote except the American people themselves, and the only way
they could do this is by not voting.” It took a long time to extend the rights to vote. African American men were given the right to
vote in 1870. Women got the right to vote in 1920, and people who were 18 or older received the right to vote in 1971. As you
can see, it took a long time (about a century) and a lot of hard work to extend these rights.
Americans should realize how important it is vote, and not take voting for granted. That is why I think it is important to vote.
And remember, your vote counts!
Why is it Important to Vote?
Caroline Francis
Division I, 5th-6th Grade: 3rd Place. 5th Grade, Remer Elementary
In America we have the freedom to vote. You should vote because if you do not a poor ruler could be put in charge. In this essay
you will hear my opinion on why you should vote.
If you do not then a bad leader could be elected. They could do things like start wrs or do harm to the environment. They could make unfair laws. They may not develop good relationships with other countries.
It lets everyone have a voice. If you do not vote, then someone else will decide what you think for you. If you
vote you have a better chance that you will get a good leader. It is not very hard and does not take very long.
The average time it takes I just fifteen minutes!
What the leader does will affect you. They may raise taxes so high that you are not able to pay them. They
could do a lot of business with other countries and that could take away jobs from Americans. They could
make unfair laws that you are not able to follow.
In conclusion, the reason you should vote is so you do not get a bad leader. Also, you should vote because it
lets you have a voice and what the elected leader does will affect you. Those are the reasons that I think you should vote.

Why is it Important to Vote?
Riley Fogarty
th th
st
Division II, 7 -8 Grade: 1 Place. 7th Grade, Pequot Lakes Middle School
When asked why you vote, you should answer – I vote because being able to vote is a cherished right and it should not be wasted.
I go vote out of respect for and in memory of our heros who have died, been arrested and/or been beaten when seeking the right
to vote. The main reason you should vote is to show the people who have fought and died for your right to vote
respect. You should vote because you have the chance to choose your new leader for the next four years and if
you don’t think your vote matters it does, because your vote may change who becomes our next commander and
chief.
If you want another reason to vote I’ve got one, USA has the lowest voting percentage than any other country in
the world! This is a sad statement because we live in the land of the free where you have the right to vote. You
may choose your new leader for the next four years of your life, and if you want a good leader then you need to
go out and vote.
Going out to vote can be fun/exciting, because going out to vote can build up anticipation for the winning candidate. You can
make voting a game that may change your thinking about voting and the reasons why you vote.
Who will vote for your interests if you don’t? I ask this question because it’ll make you question why don’t you vote. Is it because
you don’t like the candidates? Well one of them is better than the other to you, do vote for who you think is best.
You should vote because it can be exciting, you can raise USA’s voting percentage, and you have your own interests in voting.
Why is it Important to Vote?
Robert Bueckers
Division II, 7th-8th Grade: 2nd Place. 7th Grade, St. Francis of the Lakes
We are a democracy and the people have the power to choose our elected officials to govern our country. It is important to vote
because it is a privilege, earned by men and women who actually wanted to vote. Some Americans don’t vote because they don’t
like the candidates or they don’t feel their vote will matter. However, if the majority of Americans choose not to
vote then we are not democracy. Even though it may seem that your vote doesn’t matter, it is much better to
vote than to waste your privilege.
I believe that whatever the candidate is running for, (either state office, federal, or president) and you do not like
them or what they stand for, that doesn’t mean that you should not vote. You need to participate in the process.
Also, a lot people vote for someone, but then complain about the candidate that becomes elected and say it isn’t
fair. However, you participated in voting, so you have to accept whomever wins. Therefore, if you vote and even
if you don’t, remember to not complain about the results. You should respect the winning candidate.
I would vote when I am old enough because I would want to show respect to everyone who fought for our country. It is also important to participate in and uphold our democracy. I would also vote because it’s an honor to cast a choice for a leader to govern
our country. You should vote because we are a democracy meaning the people have the power to elect men and women to govern the state and country. If we lived in a country with a different form of government, you may not have the right to vote.
Therefore, you should always vote when the election comes around. We are a democracy and need to participate in that process.
Then when the results are in we need to respect and uphold the vote of the majority of our citizens.
You Voice Will Be Heard
Taylor Ruhl
Division II, 7th-8th Grade: 3rd Place. 7th Grade, Forestview Middle School
This past November 8th, I saw people enter the gym in my school to vote, I wondered, will I be one of those people who says “ok
let’s get this over with” or will I be the one who is excited. I will be voting in 6 years when I turn 18. Until then I will study and
research about voting. It is not as simple as putting a ballot into a box, you have to be informed of current events
in order to be an informed voter, you also have to research the candidates to see where they stand on the issues
that matter to you.
Voting is important because your voice will be heard. You get to decide the leader of your country. If you don’t
vote for your own interests, who will? By not voting, other people’s voices will be heard but not yours. When
people vote, they are electing someone to represent their voice. This is done on the local, state, and federal level. Your one vote could make a difference between winning or losing, having your wishes represented, and your
voice heard.
Vote your mind! Sometimes you may not be voting for the person, rather for what they stand for or represent.
My vote goes to support my interest not someone else’s. Be independent. Even if your candidate loses, your voice still will be
heard because you did vote! It is important for you to take part in voting seriously.
In conclusion, I think that it is very important to send your voice. Voting will help you in the future. I look forward to making my
voice heard.

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2016-2017———–

Exalted Ruler………….Bill Bailey, PER
Leading Knight………..Dan Graven, PER
Loyal Knight…………..William Kronstedt
Lecturing Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....James Dehen, PER
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Tiler…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Jack Antolak
2 nd Year Trustee………. Scott Longanecker
3 rd Year Trustee………. Paul McQuaid
4 th Year Trustee………..Bruce Mogensen
5 th Year Trustee………..Sharon Osborne

March 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

All Day Happy
2
Hour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Burgers
drinks;

Fri

Sat

3

4

7

10

11

8:00– Noon Breakfast 5:30 Trustees; 6:30
@ the Elks
Lodge

5:30-7:00 Family 8 All Day Happy
9
Dinner Night. EnHour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Burgers
trée: BBQ Ribs by
drinks; 11:00-1:00
Tom Swanson
Polish Sausage

12

14

5:30-7:00 Fam- 15
16
ily Dinner Night.
All Day Happy Hour 5:00-7:00 Antlers
Entrée: Swedish
50 cents off all drinks Spaghetti Dinner
Meatballs by HerFundraiser
man Wisneski
5:30 Fishing Fling
meeting

17

18

21

24

31

5:30 Fishing Fling
meeting

5

6

13

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Eagles

19

20

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the VFW

5:30 Trustees; 6:30
Lodge

5:30-7:00 Fam- 22
23
ily Dinner Night.
Entrée: Walleye by All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks
Herman Wisneski

26

27

28

29

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée: Chef’s Choice

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Legion

30

1:00-3:00 Baxter Bass Brats; 2:003:00 Antlers @
Public Library

St Patrick’s Day

25

