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Sitting here in the cold snap in February, I get to write my next ER note. The new Elk year starts
in April so the new officers will be setting out on their adventure. As we move toward another
year, I can say the last one has been a good year. We initiated several new members but also had
to say good-bye to some long term members. I know this is redundant but we need to grow.
Organizations like ours need to initiate about 5% new members a year to simply keep up with
natural attrition.
As a Lodge, we also need to be cognizant of our make-up and the potential ramifications for
moving forward. We currently have 258 paid members and this is the breakdown: 104 life
members, 4 honorary life members, and 6 Lodge assist members. That leaves 144 members that pay the full dues.
While the Elks appreciate and honor their loyal members, we still need to bring in new people to keep the Order going.
Once again I’ll ask all to propose or invite one friend to join us in this great Order.
I am optimistic about our future and we have much to offer to our community and nation but we cannot be passive.
Please seek out people that would appreciate and want to be part of our programs and our Club. I understand the
importance of the Club atmosphere and use that to help guide your proposed member into our benefits. Bring them
down for a drink, a meal, a little friendly mingling with the other members. And if you are at the Club and see someone
you don’t recognize, say “Hi” and welcome them. Why wouldn’t they want to be part of our group?
One last plea, pick an area you are interested in and get involved. The more active all of our members are, the stronger
our Lodge will be. I am not asking anyone to give an excessive amount of time, just find an area (drug awareness, kid’s
events, veterans, burgers, meals, fishing fling, etc.) and get involved at level you are comfortable at. Feel to ask any of
the officers what options are out there and thank you for considering this request.

SECRETARY REPORT
The dues statements for the Elks Lodge 2015-2016 year were sent out the middle of
February. Please watch for these and pay your dues promptly. Pay by April 30,
2015 and receive $20.00 in Elks Bucks to be used at the lodge. Life members will
receive $10.00. 2015-2016 membership cards will go out after the 1st of April.
Also, if you would like the Elkorama sent out by email, US mail or both please check
that line and include an email address. US bulk mail cannot be forwarded if you go
away for the winter. If the Elkorama is returned to us you are taken off the mailing
list. Sending it out by email will also save the lodge some money. I would strongly
encourage the email delivery, as so many people go away for part of the winter. Please
strongly consider this option.
9 members have qualified for Life Membership! The minimum requirements are: age
65, 30 years as a Elk and 10 consecutive years as a member of this lodge.
Congratulations to: Jack Antolak, Michael Burton, Rodney Carlson, Ray Charpentier,
Rodney Converse, Perry John Hickerson, Lonnie Liebel, Richard Lyscio and William
O'Hara Jr.
Local dues are now reduced from $65.00 to $32.50, State and National fees remain the
same.
— Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen —

Every Wednesday
All Day
50 cents off every drink

01 Longanecker, Scott
04 Klang, James B
08 Gustafson, Glen
09 Guldberg, Glenn
10 Bonafield, Bruce
10 Wisneski, Herman
12 Stang, Donald
16 Aho, Michael
16 Johnson, Kurt R
17 Green, Mick

18 Stinson, Donn
21 Erpelding, Craig
21 Larson, Thomas E
23 Bluth, Gary J
23 Hirvela, James V
24 Stenglein, Gary
29 Dahlberg, Melvin
29 Imgrund, John J
31 Smith, Lance

Kelsi Martini
Colten Turk-Crosby

Eagle View Elementary
Pequot Lakes

The deadline for anyone wishing to place
an article in the April issue of the Elkorama will
be March 15.
Please email them to
vanuyns@charter.net or leave articles at the
lodge. Thank you.

The Elkorama is published monthly by the
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215 South 6th Street,
Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members,
widows and widowers of members.

State Champions Crowned in Elks Hoop Shoot
Three girls and three boys from the Elks Central District shot their way to the
Elks State Hoop Shoot free throw contest in Hutchinson on Saturday, Feb.7th.
Four of the six winners from the Elks Central District took 1st place honors at
the Elks State Hoop Shoot, while two area youth put on a great shooting
performance. The Elks Central District is comprised of kids from Alexandria,
Hutchinson, Wadena, Willmar, Fergus Falls and Brainerd.
Colton Turk, Crosby-Ironton, was tied for last place after the 1st round but
rallied to make 11/15 in the final round and 5/5 free throws in a shoot-off to
secure 2nd place in the State Hoop Shoot in the 12-13 year old Boys division.
Kelsi Martini, Eagle View Elementary in Pequot Lakes, beat all shooters in the
Girls 8-9 year old division, nailing 19/25 free throws to take 1st Place honors in
the Elks State Hoop Shoot. Kelsi will now go on to the Elks Regional Hoop
Shoot in Iowa City on March 20-22. The Regional Hoop Shoot is comprised of
State Champions from Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, and Minnesota. From there, the
Regional Winners in each age division travel to Springfield, Mass. on April
16-19 to compete in the Elks National Hoop Shoot. The National Winners
names will be inscribed on a plaque and displayed permanently at the Basketball
Hall of Fame. The Elks State, Regional and National contests are funded entirely
by the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. It has served as a testing ground
for sports legends, Olympic medalists’ and numerous professional athletes.

Leland Anderson
Born September 30, 1921
Initiated January 19, 1956
Passed Away January 14, 2015
“They have passed into the Light which is beyond
the valley of the shadow of death. The places that
have known them shall know them no more. But
their virtues are written upon the tablets of Love
and Memory and they shall be reverenced for all
time as true and faithful Elks “

Congratulations to Life Membership:
Jack Antolak, Michael Burton, Rodney Carlson, Ray Charpentier, Rodney Converse,
Perry John Hickerson, Lonnie Liebel, Richard Lyscio and William O'Hara Jr.
Brainerd Elks * 215 S. 9th Street * Brainerd, MN 56425

Brainerd Elks
1st Annual Bob Osborne
Memorial
Cribbage Tourney
Last Saturday Every
Month
From 2:00-5:00 pm
$5 entry fee,
100% pay back
Sign up at the bar
417 8th Ave. NE
Brainerd, MN
Phone: (218) 828-1816

375 Edgewood Drive N.
Baxter, MN
Phone: (218) 828-4601

The topic for the Minnesota State Elks Americanism Essay Contest this year is:
"What the Pledge of Allegiance Means to Me".
The number of essays submitted this year from Division 1 (5th and 6th grades) was 54 from Forestview
School and from Division 2 (7th and 8th grades) 22 from Forestview School and Healy High School in
Pierz.
What the Pledge of Allegiance Means to Me
By Hayden Kvalevog
Forestview Middle School, 6th Grade
The Pledge of Allegiance is a symbol to the United States of America, like the Flag, or the Eagle. I think the
Pledge has the most powerful words of any other pledge I know. Though short, to me there is a strong
meaning behind the text.
When the first line state, I pledge allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, it has a hidden
meaning. It means I’ll be loyal and obedient to the country I love. I pledge that fact when I look at the flag
with my hand over my heart.
And to the republic for which it stands, one nation, under God. I pledge loyalty to my country that is not a
monarchy, the people and states in the nation, and I am given the gift of worshiping whoever or whatever I
choose.
Indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. We are one indivisible country, a free country, with just laws and
courts.
So, broken down, the pledge means this. We pledge to be obedient and loyal to the United States, our country
that is not a monarchy. A nation of different people and cultures, who have a right to worship whoever and
whatever they choose. We are one indivisible country, a free country, with just law.
That is the hidden meaning of The Pledge of Allegiance. And I know, I am proud to be an American.

What the pledge means to me
By Gavin Vagts
Forestview Middle School, 5th Grade
What do you sing before sport games and at school every day? The pledge of allegiance. Some
people might call the pledge of allegiance a pledge, but to me its like an oath to freedom. The
Oath to Freedom as I call it, was created by Francis Bellamy. I believe the pledge should be
sung with respect and character. I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all. “With liberty and justice for all.” This means that anyone and everyone gets respect and freedom we deserve. The pledge means you are giving your heart and soul into
America. People in the armed forces give us our freed which the pledge is all about. Freedom
isn’t just winning a battle or beating our enemies it’s about the sacrifice we make to give others freedom. To me thinking about freedom is like thinking about everyday life. You may not
know it but without men and women in the armed forces and freedom there wouldn’t be any
“everyday life”. That’s why the pledge is so important so with that I’m going to sum up the
pledge: Freedom.

What the Pledge of Allegiance Means to Me
By Erin Host
Forestview Middle School, 6th Grade
When I hear the intercom say, “Please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance,” I stand up and recite the words, but without really knowing
what I’m saying. So I stepped back and learned what the words truly mean.
First, one of the many important words is Liberty. Not all countries give people the rights and freedoms that the United States of
America does. We have the freedom to choose what clothes we wear, where we live, and so much more! That’s what makes the United
States stand out from other countries.
Secondly, we are Indivisible. Nothing will break our country apart. Everyone has their fights and arguments, but the United States is fair
and just. No one is treated poorly because of the color of their skin or where they come from. We are united.
Finally, when we say, “I Pledge Allegiance,” in the first line, we are saying that we promise to be loyal and obedient to our country.
Some people, like my grandpa, volunteer to fight to keep us safe and protect our rights and freedoms. When Americans say the pledge,
they should think of the sacrifices others made for our country.
In conclusion, I know that each and every verse in the pledge has a meaning and a story behind it. Some people have more emotion
when saying the pledge or looking at the flag, and that’s okay. However, we all should say the pledge with pride, love, and respect.
The Pledge of Allegiance From My Point of View
By Kestlyn Willert
Forestview Middle School, 7th Grade
When I think of the Pledge of Allegiance, words like freedom, sacrifice, justice, equality, and unity come to mind. The Pledge isn’t
supposed to be something that is said without care; it has deep meaning that is very important. The Pledge is also meant to honor all
people who have served for our country.
The first part of the Pledge of Allegiance says “I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.” That statement can mean
numerous things, but to me it means I promise to love, serve, respect, and to always be faithful to my country.
The next part of the Pledge utters, “and to the republic for which it stands.” To me, that reveals the flag stands for equality and
righteousness. It also promises that we all have a right to have a voice in our government.
After that, our pledge states, “one nation under God, indivisible.” This portion claims that we always will be the United States. This
means that our nation is inseparable and that we trust God to be the ultimate leader.
The final part of the Pledge says, “with liberty and justice for all.” This means that our nation values equality. I believe that together our
nation can achieve anything.
In all, the Pledge is more than just something I say at school. The Pledge is a powerful statement that we say in honor of everyone in our
nation. It honors the freedoms we have as Americans.
Promise of Respect
By Hailey Turner-Hubbard
Forestview Middle School, 7th Grade
When I put my hand on my heart, look up at the flag, and recite the Pledge of Allegiance, I’m reminded of the respect and love I have
towards my country. I think of the soldiers that have sacrificed everything, including their lives, so that the citizens of America are able
to live freely. There are two things in the Pledge of Allegiance that really stand out for me.
The Pledge states that we are “one nation, under God.” I believe this means that we have the right to believe in whomever or whatever
we please. Without soldiers fighting for us, there’s a chance I wouldn’t have that liberty. This also reminds me that our nation was
founded on religion. I believe this goes towards many religions, not just Christianity. It tells me that our country comes from many
different religious backgrounds, but we’re still on united nation.
I think the pledge is also a promise. It’s my promise that I’ll be loyal to my country and the values it was founded on. I’m also promising
to honor my country and the soldiers that have fought for it. To show my loyalty I can participate in governmental things such as voting.
I’m too young for that, so for now I can study our nations history. Our nation wouldn’t be what it is today if we didn’t keep this promise.
By saying the Pledge of Allegiance, I’m reminded of my love and respect towards my home, The United States of America.
Don’t Unravel the Braid of Patriotism
By Abby Ashmore
Forestview Middle School, 7th Grade
Every Monday when we stand up and put our hands on our hearts, we are not just saying any words, we are saying the Pledge of
Allegiance. We have known it since we were small but we comprehend and grasp the idea of it as the years go by.
In my mind, I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America means that I am promising to be loyal and devoted to the
United Sates and our flag. Followed by indivisible, which I think represents that we will remain a union forever with no individual state
becoming its own country. Ending with liberty and justice for all which channels freedom of speech, religion, press, and assembly. We
can’t just have those freedoms without justice which means, if necessary, someone will be brought to punishment and those who have
chosen to help protect us will enforce the law.
People need to start taking the Pledge of Allegiance more seriously. There is a reason why adults make us say it. There are families who
have lost loved ones in battle to serve and protect our country. There are other families who are patiently waiting to see them again,
which could turn into never. Take a moment and think about your family and how fortunate you are. Imagine coming home from school
or work and one of you family members is not there to welcome you home. Losing the Pledge of Allegiance would be like losing a
strand in our braid of patriotism.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2013-2014 ———–
Exalted Ruler………….James Dehen, PER
Leading Knight………..Bill Bailey, PER
Loyal Knight…………..James Runberg, PER
Lecturing Knight……...Dan Graven, PER
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....Herman Wisneski, PSP
Esquire………………Jay Johnson
Chaplain…………….…Richard Lyscio, PER
Inner Guard………….. Bruce Mogensen
Tiler…………………… Mark Wheeler

TRUSTEES
1st Year Trustee………...Jack Antolak
2nd Year Trustee………. Dave Smith
3rd Year Trustee………. Bob Verkennes
4th Year Trustee………..Conrad Bye
5th Year Trustee………..Bruce Mogensen
Editor…………Brad Busho
Website: www.BrainerdElks.org
Email: jjdehen@yahoo.com

SUN
1

MON
2

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at
the Elks

8

5:30 Trustees;
6:30 Lodge meeting

9
8:00-12:00
Breakfast at
the Eagles

15

16
8:00-12:00
Breakfast at
the VFW

22

5:30 Trustees;
6:30 Lodge meeting

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Legion;
Regional Hoop Shoot in
Iowa City, IA

23

29

30
8:00-12:00
Breakfast at
the Legion

TUE

WED

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: Walleye by
Herman Wisneski

4 All Day Happy Hour

3

10

50 cents off all drinks;
5:30 Social Committee
meeting

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: by Tom Swanson

11

17

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée:
Corned Beef & Cabbage
by Sharon Osborne &
Carol Brown-Smith

18

24

25

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: TBA

31

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée:
Chicken Cordon Bleu by
Conrad Bye & Crew

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks;
11:00–1:00
Polish Sausage

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

THU

FRI

5

6

5:30-7:00 Burgers by
Bruce & Kelly Mogensen

5:00 Chefs Choice:
Fish & Shrimp by Bruce

12

13

5:30-7:00 Burgers by
Bruce Bonafield &
Scott Longanecker

19
5:30-7:00 Burgers by
TBA

26
5:30-7:00 Burgers by
TBA

SAT
7

5:00 Chefs Choice:
Fish & Shrimp;
Bingo at St Cloud
VA Hospital

20
5:00 Chefs Choice:
Fish & Shrimp;
Regional Hoop Shoot
in Iowa City, IA

27
5:00 Chefs Choice:
Fish & Shrimp

14
1:00 Bass Snatchers
meeting

21
5:00 Bass Snatchers
Dinner;
Regional Hoop Shoot
in Iowa City, IA

28
1:00-6:00
Bruce & Kelly Mogensen
Birthday party

LODGE/CLUB
HOURS:
Daily 3:00-9:00
Saturdy 12:00-8:00

