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Members and Friends All,
Wow, where does the time go? Another month is gone, and June is here already. May has been good to us with the Kentucky Derby party, celebrating Mother’s Day, fishing opener, an extra night of burgers associated with the
men’s
camp opening cleanup and our food prep at the camp, and a nice Memorial
Day Weekend. I send a heartfelt Thank you to ALL who participated in making
these and our normally scheduled events as well as all things that happen behind
the scenes a great success.
While we still have many volunteer positions to fill, we move on into June. This
month and next month are two of our greatest opportunities to show our devotion to our Country. On
June 14, we celebrate Flag Day with a ceremony at the Veteran’s Memorial on Laurel Street. Then
we follow that with the 4th of July celebration just 3 weeks later. This time of year also brings us
Convention season, MN State Elks in Wilmar June 25 & 26 followed by the Grand Lodge meeting in
Tampa, FL July 4 – 7.
We are planning an incredibly Special Night out on June 26 with the Lobster Surf & Turf Dinner
featuring a 6oz lobster tail AND a 6oz sirloin steak. Dinner will start with a Caesar Salad, the main
course including fresh green beans and Cheesy Hash browns followed by Panna Cota for dessert.
You will also have a choice of dinner wines.
Sounds like a great month ahead so I will plan to see all of you there.
Fraternally,
Denny Benjamin, ER

Americanism Essay Contest
Division I (Grades 5-6)
Madeline Ball-State 1st Place $300; District 1st Place $50; Brainerd 1st Place, $100. Plaque
Taylor Allen—District 2nd Place $50, Brainerd 2nd Place, $75. Plaque
Claire Lust—Brainerd 3rd Place, $50

Division II (Grades 7-8)
Hannah Phillips—State 1st Place $300; District 1st Place $50; Brainerd 1st Place, $100. Plaque
Camyla Marohn— State 2nd $200; Brainerd 3rd Place, $50. Plaque
Kristy Moore—State 3rd Place $100; Brainerd 2nd Place, $75
Congratulations to these Brainerd students for doing such a fine job on their essays!! Keep reading
to see the winning essays.

How Can Patriotism Be Demonstrated?
By Kristy Moore
Forestview Middle School 8th grade
Division II
There are many examples of how patriotism can be demonstrated. Three simple but meaningful
ways to show patriotism are voting, supporting a veteran, and respecting the flag.
Voting is probably the easiest way for patriotism to be demonstrated. Elections are held to chose our
leaders. If you are a U.S. citizen and are eighteen or older, voting is a way can change the nation for better.
Even though voting is a simple act, historically over half of the U.S. population has been denied the right to
vote. In the beginning, it was only white men who owned land that could vote. But now, every U.S. citizen
over the age of 18 can vote.
Supporting a veteran is another easy way to demonstrate patriotism. You can do more than simply
thanking them for serving our country. Helping a veteran with chores or even just having a conversation is
nice. If you can’t lend your time, you can donate money to organizations that help veterans.
Respecting the American flag is another great way for patriotism to be demonstrated. The U.S. flag
code is a great thing to learn. It is our guide to show respect for all those patriots that went before us. Examples of the flag code are, not flying I ripped flag and not flying a flag after dark unless it is lit.
In conclusion, there are many simple but meaningful ways we can demonstrate patriotism such as
voting, supporting a veteran, and following and respecting the flag code. Patriotism is one way we show we
love our country and for me, patriotism is more than that. To me, patriotism is feeling unity with all people who
love this country.
How Can Patriotism Be Demonstrated
By Camyla Marohn
Forestview Middle School 8th grade
Division II
Patriotism is a characteristic of being patriotic, by devoting yourself to one’s country. “Our obligations
to our country never ceases but with our lives” (John Adams). One can show patriotism with their actions and
words in many different ways, all of which have different impacts.
How can patriotism be demonstrated? Patriotism can be demonstrated in people of all ages, for example, if you are an adolescent one can demonstrate patriotism by learning about their country. Learning
about one’s country is a simple and informative way to show patriotism. Individuals can learn about things like
voting, respecting the flag, learning about our symbols, jury duty, and laws. On the other hand, people who
are 18 and older can use the things that they have learned about, to be educated voters and serve jury duty.
Another way that you can show patriotism is by supporting a veteran; supporting veterans can be as simple
as saying, “Thank you for your service.” Acknowledging their service shows appreciation. One can also support the veterans by helping their families. Not only are the veterans fighting but their families are also serving. This may not seem like a lot, yet imagine the weight that is taken off their shoulders when they know their
families are in good hands.
In conclusion, you can demonstrate patriotism in many different ways, these were only a few simple
ways an average citizen can demonstrate patriotism. As you can see, it is not very hard to demonstrate these
things. As Mahatma Gandhi says, “In a gentle way, you can shake the world.” So now go out and shake the
world.
How Patriotism can be Demonstrated
By Hannah Phillips
Forestview Middle School 8th grade
Division II
Patriotism, meaning complete love and devotion to one’s country, can be demonstrated in many
ways, Some ways are more complex, such as joining juries or being involved in politics, and some ways can
be as simple as hanging an American flag outside of your house. But which ways are the most meaningful?
Which ways are the most important?
There is no correct answer to those questions. Truthfully, any way you demonstrate patriotism is
important and can encourage other to do the same. Patriotism can be demonstrated in a wide variety of
forms, including small yet sophisticated ways, like voting, watching parades, and respecting the president. If
you want to be more immersed in patriotism, you can donate to or join groups and organizations that support
and help the country. You might demonstrate patriotism all the time and don’t know it! Another common example of demonstrating patriotism is going to national parks, visiting memorials, and seeing national museums.

Any person of any age, race, religion, and gender can demonstrate patriotism. Adults can serve in
the military. Young children can learn about the country, and place their hand on their heart for the National
Anthem. If you demonstrate patriotism, other people will follow and do the same. Patriotism is essential to
positive influences about your country. If there is an aspiring crisis in your country, showing strong acts of patriotism can keep yourself and others positive and hopeful. Remember the easiest way to show patriotism is
admiring, appreciating, and loving your country, that is the foundation of patriotism.

How Can Patriotism Be Demonstrated
By Claire Lust
Forestview Middle School 6th grade
Division I
Today, did you see someone stand up for the flag? Did you see someone who said thank you to a
Veteran? A person saying they learned about our countries past and the wars? Chances are you didn’t, patriotism is a majestic and grand thing and it’s supposed to be demonstrated. But, some people take it for granted they don’t give it a second thought, but there are ways to show your nationalism.
We have people who are superheroes that don’t need capes. Often, Veterans don’t get the gratitude they deserve. Saying thank you for your service, can mean a lot to Veterans. Truly realizing how much
soldiers love our nation that they fought for, is incredible. Every soldier left everything behind, their family,
friends, everything, to make sure they can give current and future Americans a free country.
Respecting the flag and saying the pledge of allegiance is a small, but huge way to show patriotism. Make sure you have your hat off, stand up, put your hand on your heart, head held high, and say the
pledge of allegiance with pride.
Learning about the U.S.A.’s past can open your eyes about how much history we have. The wars
were brutal and unforgiving, and our soldiers held through miraculously. The wars were no joke, and we survived them, learning about our history and past is thoughtful and considerate.
After reading this, I hope you will learn more about our history, thank our Veterans, and say the
pledge of allegiance with pride. Don’t be ashamed, feel free to express your thankfulness. Encourage others
to do the same, appreciate what you have been given and don’t take it for granted.

How Can Patriotism Be Demonstrated
By Taylor Allen
Forestview Middle School 6th grade
Division I
How can patriotism be demonstrated? You can show patriotism by flying the flag the right way and
responsibly, knowing the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance and celebrating the holidays for the Veterans.
You can show patriotism with these examples.
How can patriotism be demonstrated by flying the flag the right way and responsibly. When you are
hanging the flag, make sure that it’s horizontal or vertical. If you display the flag in the window it should be
displayed the same way. If you have the flag outside you should hang it off the ground with a light pointed at
it.
You can also show patriotism by knowing the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance. When you say
the first words, “I Pledge Allegiance to the Flag,” it means that you promise to be faithful and true to the flag
and the American ideals that it represents. The last few words, “And justice for all,” mean that you should
treat everyone fairly and according to proper law no matter the race, religion, etc.
Another way to show patriotism is to celebrate the holidays for the veterans and people who are
fighting for our country. It is important to honor them because they are willing to sacrifice their lives for you
and others. You can celebrate the holidays by recognizing them, sharing their story, serving their family and
serving the community.
These are three important reasons to show patriotism in this country because many people died so
that we can enjoy freedom. We need to take care of our country. Let’s start by showing patriotism.

How can Patriotism be Demonstrated?
By Madeline Ball
Forestview Middle School 6th grade
Division I
How can patriotism be demonstrated you ask? Patriotism, otherwise known as national pride, can
be demonstrated in many ways, including love, loyalty, enthusiasm, devotion to our homeland, and citizenship.
When you think of demonstrating patriotism you think about supporting veterans, properly caring for
our flag, etc. One of the best ways you can show your patriotism to the USA is by celebrating Independence
Day! It is commemorating July 4th, 1776, the day the Declaration of Independence was announced to all.
Something every living soul should know, is the proper etiquette and manners towards our brilliant,
majestic, flying flag, the national and the, and the Pledge of Allegiance. Like, for instance, while reciting the
pledge, or national anthem, place your right palm on your heart, and take off your hat if necessary. That is
indicating your respect to the flag and your country.
A great sign of patriotism is anything that makes our country stronger such as equality, anti-racism,
love, help, voting, etc. One of the examples I mentioned is to vote. It is a way to signify your honor to the principles which our nation was built upon.
To conclude, you should play your part in the world. Everyone has a role to play. Doing your job,
doing homework, being a kid, adjusting to your surroundings, and just being yourself. That is all making your
country stronger, and bringing citizens together as one. Patriotism can be demonstrated through actions,
words, and can be shone brightly through the people who undertake those responsibilities.
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The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd
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Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the
July issue of the Elkorama will be June 20. Please
email them to djdenny07@gmail.com. Thank you.
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Oﬃcers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2020-2021———–
Exalted Ruler…. Dennis Benjamin (218) 825-8122
Leading Knight... Bill Satre, (218) 820-4558
Loyal Knight……. Angela Rach (218) 296-2183
Lecturing Knight... James Van Duyn (218) 838-6529
Secretary…Shannon Dehen, PER (218) 820-1689
Treasurer…Herman Wisneski, PER (218) 839-8503
Esquire…… James Dehen, PER (218) 820-8557
Chaplain...Wayne W "Bill" Bailey Jr, PER 218 8299306
Inner Guard.... James Runberg, PER (218) 270-2217
TRUSTEES
Trustee………. Bruce Mogensen (218) 851-0397
Trustee………. Todd Lewis (763) 242-6706
Trustee………. Tim Johnson (218) 821-7200
Trustee…….... Carol Browne, PER (218) 851-2911
Trustee………. Paul McQuaid (612) 805-3235

