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ER Message

DID YOU KNOW? If you shop at amazon,
you can support a local charity. Shop
on smile.amazon.com and choose the
charity of your choice. 0.5% of
eligible purchases will go to that
charity. Your account remains the
same, you just have to sign in
thru
the smile.amazon.com website.
I have chosen The Shop as my
charity. Why? The Shop is a
youth defined space. They are
open Wednesday -Friday after school and
weekends to provide constructive activities,
as well as adult mentors and friendships. If
you would like to learn more about them,
go to theshopbrainerd.org.
We have received a $2,500.00 Promise
Grant for this year that is designated for
The Shop. We supply a burger and fries
meal once a month and the Shop kids help
make a meal once a month. We also try to
buy fruits, vegetables and other snacks if
there is leftover grant money. But, that is
not enough. These kids do not always get 3
meals a day. Please consider supporting
The Shop or the charity of your choice. It is
an easy way to give back.

All Veterans Picnic

June 13
11:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615
So long as there are
veterans the
Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks will never forget

Thank you

Brainerd Elks Lodge #615

June 2018

DID YOU KNOW? Flag Day, June 14th is
a day that in 1911 Elks Grand Lodge
mandated observance by all lodges.
This year, 2018, Brainerd Lodge # 615
will commemorate the day on June
14th at the All Veterans Memorial located between the Courthouse and Post Office on Laurel Street. The program
will begin at 4:00 PM.
Our flag is the symbol that stands for a nation’s basic ideas and purposes. It is
our chief emblem and it represents the union of 50 states and millions of people joined into ONE GREAT country. Our flag stands for our people, millions
of Americans who have worked and fought to preserve our freedoms and way
of life.
Did you know what the colors in our flag stand for. White signifies purity and
innocence. Red signifies hardiness and valor. Blue signifies vigilance, perseverance and justice.
Did you know that the pledge was first published in 1892? It was reworded in
1923, and 1954. We use the 1954 version today. I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO
THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND TO THE REPUBLIC FOR
WHICH IT STANDS, ONE NATION UNDER GOD, INDIVISIBLE, WITH LIBERTY
AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.
IN 1905 the Trademark Act forbade using the flag in any registered trademark. In 1942 the Code of Flag Display and Use act brought together existing
rules and customs for flag use and display and was amended in 1976. In 1949
The National Flag Day Bill was officially designated the bill was signed by President Harry. S. Truman who was an Elk. In 1953 the United National Act permitted the U.N. Flag to be displayed above the U.S. and other national flags at
the U.N. Headquarters.
The PRE-REVOLUTION FLAG was the RATTLESNAKE with the slogan “Don’t
tread on me”. In 1775 the Pine Tree Banner flag was used on America’s first
fleet of warships which engaged the British in battle November-December
1775. In 1775-1776 the Grand Union Flag had 13 alternating red and white
stripes representing the 13 original colonies. In 1777 the first authorized
American flag was established by Congressional Resolution on June 14. In
1794 the Second Congressional Flag Act added 2 Stars and Stripes to represent admission of Vermont and Kentucky to the Union. In 1818 our Present
Flag was established by Congress, from then on stripes would stay at original
13 but a new star would be added for each state that joined the Union added
on July 4 following admission.
Please join Us Fellow Elks in commemorating Flag Day on June 14, 2018 between the Court House and Social Service Building in Brainerd. Please join us
for hamburgers following the Ceremony at Brainerd Elks Lodge. Over the last
2 years we have increased attendance from a couple of handfuls to over 100
people. Please don’t take freedom for granted. Millions have shed blood to
preserve our Republic and hope you will celebrate Flag Day this year.
Bill Bailey, PER

Social Committee
Our purpose is to provide Fun Events for the enjoyment of our Members and Guests. Therefore, share
your thoughts with us, it is very important.
July 17-Summer Picnic
August 19-Destiny Cruise

To all Elks

It is my privilege to give the report on this year’s Fishing
Fling.
1) We were a total sellout for the 3rd year in a row!
2) I believe this was the most well attended event that I
can remember being a part of!
3) We appear to have broken all the records on raising
funds for the charities that the Elks support, as well as
having a very successful night for the Club!
4) This Fling came off without a single problem. This
was a very smooth operation!
5) Our speaker, Matt Birk, was not only amazing, but,
he refused any fee for his time and demanded to buy
his own ticket! He made the comments "I just love what
the Elks stand for and how you operate in the community!"
As great as all of this was, NONE of this happens without people! I am proud to say WE have people!
From the time the 20-member committee starts in January meetings, all the way to the days leading up to show
time, there are at least another 30 plus people jumping
in to accomplish all the parts that make this event happen!
I would have loved to name all our people individually,
then realized that it would be impossible.
So, I do thank the 50 plus people that really make the
Fling happen and if you see one of them, please take a
moment and thank them also. Swannee, Chairman

June Secretary Note

Greetings and I hope you are as happy that summer seems to
have arrived as I am. Get out and enjoy it before the days start
getting shorter on June 21st. Sorry, but I thought that might be a
fun fact good for a laugh.
I wanted to briefly hit on two items. The first is the Fishing
Fling. I have always been impressed with how that event
comes off. Our speaker Matt Burke was entertaining, interesting, and I really appreciated his insights. If you missed the
event, you missed a great meal, fellowship, and fun. A huge
thank you to all the members of the crew that put this together
and delivered the goods. It ran smoothly as always and wouldn’t have happened without the dedication and efforts of all the
members, spouses, and friends involved. Thank you again on
behalf of our Lodge.
The second is dues. Several members have not paid their 201819 dues yet. Please remit these if you haven’t by the time you
read this. The Lodge has already paid your dues portion to the
state association and Grand Lodge. While we are low key
about timeliness of payments, but our Lodge does have obligations and it also really helps keep the year to year books correct. We are looking at some options for credit card or online
payment of dues. Let me know your thoughts and I hope to
have more information after Grand Lodge in July.
Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, Secretary.

Youth Camp Raffle Tickets

Youth Camp Raffle tickets are here, and sales are underway. Again, the raffle tickets are $100 each. There are
1,000 tickets sold in the state between all the Elks Lodges. The Brainerd Lodge is allocated 57 tickets. If all our
tickets are sold, the Brainerd Lodge will receive $1,000
towards our camper fees for the children we send to
Youth Camp which is a tremendous help. You can purchase an entire ticket or get others to go in with you and
divide your prizes. There are 78 winners from these tickets. The proceeds after the winners are paid go to support our state project: Elks Youth Camp.
Our Lodge has always sold out of tickets so contact Dick
Lyscio (218) 851-1753 to purchase yours. Our Lodge and
the Youth Camp thank you for your support.

Elks Share Their Thoughts
Become a member of Elks.org! Learn how by going to
Elks.org and use the “Member” dropdown menu. Have
your membership card handy and follow the screen
prompts.
Want to discuss the Elks? Check out the Membership Forum
(elks.org/messageboard/forum.cfm).
Members use the message board to share positive, constructive information every day.

WELKome new members on left Paul (Cheryl) Palmer
and John (Julianna) Labouliere.

Youth on Stage
Open Mic
June 25
6:30 pm
Eagles Club
Happy
Fathers
Day
June Birthdays
Here's wishing all our members with a June Birthday, a
Healthy and Happy "Special Day"

03 St Sauver, Scott A
04 Turcotte, Robert
06 Hanson, Curtis L
06 Thomas, John H
06 Van Duyn, James
07 Wheeler, Mark D
10 Herzog, Richard
10 Reed, David O
12 Johansen, Dean A
16 Hanson, Ollie
16 Ramey, Deryl
17 Breen, Richard
18 Berent, Christopher M

18 Horn, Jeffrey
18 Wright, Suzanne A
20 Johnson, Lowell
20 Mogensen, Bruce
20 Zaleski, James P
22 McArthur, Jeffrey
24 Knutson, Carl J
25 Revenig, Gary
27 Keogh, Marvin J
27 Thabes, Rudd B
28 Ashmun, Richard
29 Goedker, Gene L
29 Lothspeich, Dennis

B.P.O.Elks Grand Lodge
Americanism Essay Contest
Checks. Certificates. Plaques. Presented at school. In front of
one’s peers. Ooohs and Ahhs all around. It is an honor to hand
out the awards and to share in the excitement of all those in
attendance. For the top three Essay Winners, this is the culmination of the Elks’
Essay Contest:
“Why Our Veterans Are America’s Heroes”.
“A program of the
Elk’s Grand Lodge
Fraternal Committee, this contest
is geared towards
students in 5th through 8th grades to promote patriotism among
young people.”
For those Elks who read all the essays submitted, there is so
much more depth in the experience of the Essay Contest.
The RULES: “Length not to exceed 300 words. Submitted as
written by entrant.” Focused on one, annual, national theme.
This is definitely NOT as easy as this sounds. Yet, every one of
these young people rises to the occasion. They write earnest,
well thought out and heartfelt essays. Even in a Presidential
election year, essays were in their words NOT parroting of
“adult” themes.
The Judging Criteria: “Originality: 30 points. Development of
theme: 40 points. Mechanics and neatness: 30 points.” As a
Judge, one reads an array of diverse essays. There’s an essay in
“E.E. Cummings’s” style. A “stream-of-consciousness” essay
full of joy and merriment composed as a single run-on sentence. Essays written by young people sharing: their pride,
their patriotism, their acknowledgment of history and their
perceptions of the World. Most of all sharing their hearts. This
is the sum of what these young authors share with us. There is
not a Judge who would give up reading even one of these essays. And, given this fact - “Criteria” is the essential tool for
Judges to arrive at the top three Winners. (Editor’s note: The
theme for the 2018-19 Americanism Essay Contest will be
“What Makes You Proud of America.”)

Next Year: Enrich your Life. Volunteer for
your Lodge’s Essay Committee. Barbara Jo Arens,
chairperson

Thank You

Mr. Van Duyn,
Thank you again for the $2000 CLC scholarship. Right now,
I'm signing up for classes and trying to figure out my financial
needs. Thanks . Grace Johnson, Central Lakes College

Liberal Arts & Science Scholarship recipient
Scholarship & Student of the Month winners at left include (back
row l to r) Baylee Foster, Vanessa Lee, Jackson Taylor, Alex Kraus,
Taylor Vredenburg, Kirsten Schroer & Shalanaree Thatcher. Front
Andrea Hines, Morgan Rohloff, Elijah Uban and Alexis Koland.

Thank You

To Shannon, Officers & Members of Brainerd Lodge #615, Thank you very much for allowing me to attend your Fishing Fling, it
was a fabulous event. It was great to see your lodge come together to raise money so Brainerd Lodge can continue “Giving Back” to
your community and area. Thank you also for the delicious meal it was greatly appreciated. Fraternally yours, Bill (Meyer) MN Elks
State President
Dear Brainerd Elks, I would like to formally thank all of the Elks that contributed to the Scholarship night on May 7 th, I quite enjoyed it! Thank you for choosing me as one of the Most Valuable Student Scholarship recipients, it will help in my college endeavors. Sincerely, Patrick Kennedy
Thank you very much for your donation ($200) to the Lakeshore Conservation Club’s Wild Game Dinner and Fundraiser…. Your
support will allow the club to continue to encourage and educate local youth in shooting sports and improve our facilities for the
community…. Sincerely, LCC Wild Game Dinner Committee
On behalf of the City of Brainerd and the youth which will attend the American Legion School Safety Camp at Legionville this
summer, we would like to thank you for your generous donation…of $275 to sponsor youth. Thank you for your donation. Edwin L
Menk, Mayor and Corky McQuiston, Chief of Police
Civic Duty Centers on Flags and Fathers in June

Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler: MALCOLM J. McPHERSON JR.
June is here, and with that, I am just one month shy of finishing this journey with you. Until then, there’s still time before your Lodge
breaks for the summer to find ways to fulfill my theme of Strengthening Elkdom Through Community Awareness, especially with Flag Day
and Father’s Day.
Allegiance to our country’s flag has been a requirement for every Elks Member since our inception. When the Grand Lodge designated
June 14 as Flag Day in 1907 and made the occasion a mandatory observance for all Lodges in 1911, the holiday became an even more important day in our country’s history. President Harry Truman, an Elk himself, recognized June 14 as a national observance of the flag in
1949, and ever since, all Americans honor the flag on this day.
I hope you participate in Flag Day services at your Lodge this year and I encourage you to welcome all members of your communities,
Elks or not, to these events. Take a moment to reflect on the values our country’s flag stands for as well as remember all the men and women who have served and continue to serve it. As Elks, let’s be proud of the role our leaders before us have played in making Flag Day such
an important day for this remarkable nation.
Father’s Day on June 17 is a time for Elks to remember our organization’s founding fathers, as well as all fathers in our Lodges and communities. Take some time now to plan a brunch, game night, or other event to show your appreciation for the dads that do so much for their
families and your Lodge.
For those of you I’ve yet to visit on this journey, what will you do to honor flags and fathers this month? I can’t wait to experience the
great things you are working on to support my theme and our shared Elks values.
I’ll see you in San Antonio next month for my last moments as your Grand Exalted Ruler. I’m looking forward to celebrating all that we
have accomplished this year and welcoming a new year of leadership to Elkdom.

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

IN MEMORIAM
Tom Cooper
Born-January 30, 1955
Passed Away-April 26, 2018
Initiated –March 7, 1994
“They have passed into the
Light which is beyond the valley
of the shadow of death. The
places that have known them
shall know them no more. But
their virtues are written upon
the tablets of Love and Memory
and they shall be reverenced for
all times as true and faithful
Elks.”

Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the June issue of the
Elkorama will be May 15.
Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge. Thank you.
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Honorary & Life Member Recognition
June 19
Baked Chicken Dinner
5:30 p.m.

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2018-2019———–
Exalted Ruler………….PERShannon Dehen
Leading Knight………..Dan Graven
Loyal Knight…………..
Lecturing Knight………Dennis Benjamin
Secretary…………….…James Dehen, PER
Treasurer……………....Herman Wisneski, PER
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Paul McQuaid
2 nd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
3 rd Year Trustee……….Sharon Osborne
4 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak
5 th Year Trustee………..Scott Longanecker

June 2018
Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

Wed

5 5:30-7:00 Family

6 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks; 12:00 Flag
Day meeting @
Stonehouse Coffee

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Elks

5:00 Trustees
6:30 Lodge

Dinner Night: Walleye by Herman &
Sharon

10

11

12 5:30-7:00 Family 13 All Day Happy
Dinner Night: Ribs
by Tom Swanson

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Eagles

17 Father’s Day

18

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the VFW

5:00 Trustees

24

25

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Legion

6:30 Lodge

6:30-8:00 Youth on
Stage @ Eagles Club

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks; 11:00-1:00
Vets Picnic @ the
Lodge

Thu

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

5:00—7:00 Burgers

14 4:00 Flag
15
Day Ceremony

16

5:00—7:00 Burgers

19 5:30-7:00 Family 20

21

22

23

Dinner Night: Baked
Chicken by Social
Committee; Life
member Night

5:00—7:00 Burgers;
State Convention @
Red Wing

State Convention @
Red Wing

State Convention @
Red Wing

28

29

30

All Day Ha;ppy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks

26 5:30-7:00 Family 27
Dinner Night:

All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks

5:00—7:00 Burgers

