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ER Note

It is hard sometimes to remember when this note is printed but I want to wish all the fathers a belated
Happy Father’s Day. I am actually typing this note the day before Father’s Day so it’s sort of on time.
Thank you for the understanding.
On June 14th, we celebrated Flag Day. Did you remember that the BPOE was the first and
still one of the only orders in the United States mandated to recognize this special day?
We need to remind ourselves occasionally how important the flag is to us as loyal Elks and
as loyal Americans.
The flag is the symbol of our Leading Knight’s station and an integral part of the altar in
our Lodge meetings. We have an informative brochure from Grand Lodge, “About Our
Flag”, that explains the care and handling of the flag, how to display it, and the correct dimensions of the banner. If you would like to have one, please let me know.
The Ritual for Flag Day is very meaningful and if you haven’t seen it for a while or at all,
you should mark June 14th on your calendar and take an hour to experience it. It tells the history of the
flag, reviews our country’s history and how the flag integrates in there, and highlights other special important items like the Pledge of Allegiance and our Elk’s Flag Charge. If there is room, we will print the
Flag Charge elsewhere in this month’s Elkorama.
Finally, as you are reading this we are closing in the 4th of July. Please have a safe and enjoyable Fourth
as we celebrate our great Nation’s birthday. This is a great day to remember, celebrate, and enjoy family
and friends. Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, ER Brainerd #615

Crow Wing County Fair August 1-5
Sign Up Sheet at the Lodge
New Member Picnic
Past Exalted Rulers are hosting an appreciation dinner with a picnic theme for our
newest members at the Elks Club July
19, 2017. Expect an invitation in the mail
soon. (you may have already received
yours). New members and spouses to
Brainerd Lodge 615 includes transfers
and associates since 2014 are invited.
Several other projects are being worked
on and the PERs will keep you up to date.
PER President Lorraine Berry

Thank You

MARK THE DATE

Social Committee
Annual Picnic
JULY 25, 2011

PRICE: $11.00

BUFFET: All the great fixins for a great picnic
Come Hungry. Bring a guest. Who knows. Could
be a potential new member.
SEE YOU ALL THERE

Antlers Alert
Brainerd Antlers will be busy with a float in the July
4th Parade and then clean-up after the event.
Team members were flag bearers on Flag Day.

July Birthdays
01 Dehen, Christopher James
01 Olson, Aldon
02 Traylor, Jim
03 Jeremiah, Sandra
04 Carlson, Kent
08 Puschinsky, Mark E
08 Schwartzwald, Michael R
09 Polich, Denny
11 Syvertson, Gary
12 Goff, Angela J
13 Berghuis, Todd
13 Jordan, Bruce P
14 Henkensiefken, Guy
16 Thiery, Don
17 Nicolai, Marvin

17 O'Brien, Don T
17 Quisberg, Steve
18 Knudson, Virginia J
18 O'Hara, William D
18 Swanson, John W
19 Isackson, Gary
20 Bye, Conrad
21 Bolt, Dale E
21 Thompson, James A
22 Tresco, Ron
23 Bailey, Wayne W
24 Dusbabek, Gary
24 Wisneski, Brian
27 Lund, Charles Arnold
29 Vukelich, Frank J

Thank you
Elks Grill!

Greg Straka for rebuilding the

Kudos to all volunteers at the Club and
Lodge. With your continued dedication to behind
the scene operations help strengthen our community, youth and veterans’ programs.
Dear Elks, for your continued support Healthy
Brains for Children thanks you. Anne Archibald
Pillager High School Class of 2017 for your Grad
Blast support.
Dear Elks, thank you for your donation to the Arthritis Foundation. Your support helps me to reach
my goal of raising $10,000 this year as the teen
queen representative. Kaitlyn Sundquist
Elks Lodge #615, The FLAG DAY CEREMONY looks
exquisite, executed flawlessly, a most professional
appropriate effort by the committee, attendees to
honor THE FLAG and EVERYTHING IT STANDS
FOR.
Always thank you for your work, counsel and professionalism.

See you soon.
Jack Mehaffey

CLMS makes signing up new Members easy
GRAND SECRETARY
Bryan R. Klatt

Has your Lodge promoted the online membership application for signing up new Members? A current paid-up Member of the Order, using the Elks.Org website, can forward a
membership invitation to family members and friends. Invitees can complete the application, and then submit their
membership application online.
Lodge Secretaries will be notified of these applications via
the “Alerts” screen of CLMS2web, then process the electronic version the same as a paper application. All data provided by the applicant will be imported into the Lodge’s
CLMS2web database with the simple click of a button. What
better way to gain a Member than by using technology to its
fullest?
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

Elk’ Flag Charge

Thank You
Dear Brainerd Elks Lodge #615, Thank you for all you do in
the Brainerd community. From the dictionaries that every
area third grader receives, to the soccer shoot, and to the
scholarships you provide to hardworking seniors, you make
a tremendous impact on the community around us. I would
also like to thank you for other things that you put on, such
as the Americanism essay contest. The writing is a fun challenge, with much thinking involved. I feel that the minds of
the many students who participate in such contests are
opened and that their brains are filled with great knowledge
and respect of America, the American dream, patriotism,
and more. You educate the future leaders of the importance
of American pride and values. That gift can never be repaid.
On a second note, I would also like to thank you for the cash
prize given to me by both the local lodge and the state chapter for the Americanism essay contest. I am putting it in my
savings account to use for my future college education.
Finally, thank you again for everything you do. With every
small thing you do, the Brainerd Lakes Area gets just a little
bit better. And as we all know, pennies add up. Happy Flag
day! With much thanks, Julia Rademacher (Division I State
Americanism Essay Contest winner, 6th Grade, Forestview
Middle School)
Dear Friends, Thank you for your kind invitation to attend
the Brainerd Elks Lodge B.P.O.E. #615’s Flag Day ceremony today. I would like to take a moment to reflect on the
significance of this day and thank the Brainerd Elks for their
work in the Brainerd community.
Two hundred and forty years ago today the Second Continental Congress officially adopted our nation’s flag. In the
following years, the flag of the United States has represented
our nation’s commitment to freedom and democracy. Flag
Day is a time to celebrate our country’s Independence and
history, as well as recognize the work Americans have done
to uphold the principles our flag stands for.
As an organization, the Brainerd Elks have upheld the principles of charity, justice, brotherly love, fidelity, patriotism,
and fellowship within the Brainerd community. Through
your Troop Week, supply of teaching tools to the VA clinic,
participation in Disabled Veterans hunts, and more, the
Brainerd Elks support and honor America’s veterans. Your
work with veterans upholds the spirit of Flag Day.
Thank you again for your kind invitation to attend your Flag
Day ceremony. I am honored to serve as your Senator in
Washington, DC, and I look forward to working with you in
the future. Sincerely, Amy Klobuchar, United States Senator.

As this emblem is first in our hearts as loyal Americans, so is
it close to our Altar as loyal Elks. The gentle breezes with
lingering caress kiss the folds of no flag which can compare
with it in beauty. There is no such red in budding rose, in
falling leaf or sparkling wine; no such white in April blossom,
in crescent moon or mountain snow; no such blue in women’s eye, in ocean’s depth or heaven’s dome; and no such
pageantry of clustering stars or streaming light in all the
spectrum of sea and sky.

WELKome new members Dave (Catherine) Montour, Laureen “Lori” Tomberlin and Jay
Coughenour. They are eager to become involved
with our service to youth, veterans and the community.

Membership Matters! More Members
Thank you to every member. Your membership matters.
You are part of the premier charitable and patriotic organization in the world.
Challenge: With this year’s teamwork, we will “Kick the
Door Down” by initiating 30+ new members. Every
member every month sponsor someone into membership at Brainerd Elks Lodge 615.
W

ome New members: Jay Coughenour, David

(Catherine) Montour, Laureen “Lori” Tomberlin,
Jerry (Alicia) Haggerston
Top proposers for May: Tom Swanson, Bruce Mogensen, Shannon Dehen (2)

Thank You

As a personal note, I want to thank all Elks who helped physically, monetarily to make my daughter Kathy Kelly Pietz’s benefit a
great success. (She is also a Past Exalted Ruler). Kathy and all of
our family thank you as well. Lorraine Berry

Proud and honored to be a Member of the Elks
Message from the Grand Exalted RulerMICHAEL F. ZELLEN

This past year Donna and I have had the unique opportunity to travel from coast to coast and witness the noble work to which our
Order is dedicated. Our Lodges and State Associations are a credit to our Order, communities and nation. As we traveled from state
to state we were very impressed with the services the State Major Projects provide to our youth, veterans and communities.
While there are many great fraternal and charitable organizations nationwide, none can compare with the range of programs and services we offer to our communities and to those less fortunate or in need.
Our reach as Elks, and range of services and programs, is incredible. Those services include youth summer camps; medical facilities
for children with cancer or cerebral palsy; and clinics and institutes for children with sight or speech issues; and many other physical
and mental disorders. Elks also sponsor alternative schools; provide emergency shelters for abused and neglected children; provide
mobile dental care; award scholarships; and provide career training for adults with developmental disabilities. We also award financial aid to community hospitals, Special Olympics, as well as Alzheimer’s programs and services.
I had the opportunity to meet with military leaders and Veterans Administration officials during my visit to Washington DC, where I
received resounding gratitude and admiration for the Elks’ service to the military and for our veterans. I also visited numerous veterans homes nationwide, where the local administrators had nothing but praise for our volunteer VAVS representatives who visit and
provide comfort, support and aid to those confined in veterans homes, hospitals and other facilities.
I also would like to share with you some encouraging news regarding membership. Over the past three years we have decreased our
losses from 1.6 percent at the end of the 2015 Lodge year, to 1.1 percent at the end of the 2016 Lodge year, and to a projected 0.6
percent on March 31, 2017. We need to continue to work diligently on initiating new Members and decreasing lapsation in the coming year to finally turn that corner and experience our first gain since 1980.
Donna and I are honored to have served as your Grand Exalted Ruler and First Lady. We have had the pleasure of meeting many
new friends, and enjoyed the gracious hospitality of all the membership during our visits.
Thank you for Caring and Sharing, and for continuing to demonstrate that “Elks are Leading the Way.”

Elk Members
Advertise Your Business

in the Elkorama!
a business card size Ad
12 issues, $120 per year

Secretary’s Report
REMINDER: There will be only one Lodge meeting held in July,
August and September - 6:30 at the Masonic Temple on South
6th Street.
July 17, August 21 and September 18. Please plan to attend
these meetings, as people tend to be out of town in the summer or have other plans. We need to have members in attendance to even hold the meetings. Thank you
Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen
Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the July issue of the
Elkorama will be June 15.
Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge. Thank you.

6th Annual
“Four on the Fourth” Fun Run

Minnesota Elks Youth Camp Fun Run: “Four on the Fourth”
The Sixth Annual Four on the Fourth Fun Run will route 4 miles around beautiful Markee Lake on the morning of July 4th. This family fun event will allow participants to show their patriotism while experiencing a fun run beginning and ending at beautiful Minnesota Elks Youth Camp. Runners can run for time or fun. Participants will begin and end on the beautiful camp beach. A social will
follow the run on the beach. Runners of all ages are welcome. Since many families are in the area during this week, any interested
vacationers are also welcome.
Fun Run Facts:
The Fun Run will occur on Tuesday, July 4th
Enter the service entrance from 7:30am to 8am and park on the ball field, start at 8:30am at the beach
Cost for adults is $25 with a t-shirt and $20 without
Cost for youth 12 and under is $15 with a t-shirt and $10 without (parent permission)
Participants can sign up at the run if they do not want a shirt
Prizes for most patriotic to be announced after the run
All participants who want shirts should preregister by email to mnelksyouthcamp@aol.com before July 1 st or call 218-963-2222
All Participants must sign a waiver at the sign up table prior to the run
A hand held timing system will provide times
Proceeds will go toward the MN Elks Youth Camp
Call Elks Camp Directors, Joel Baumgarten at 218-963-2222 or Kim at 320-492-3899 for questions or to sign up!
Find out more information about Elks Camp at http://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org or LIKE our page on Facebook
Waivers and payments can be sent to:
Four on the Fourth Fun Run - Minnesota Elks Youth Camp
10860 County Road 118, Nisswa, MN 56368
Camp Location:
The Minnesota Elks Youth Camp is located near Nisswa, Minnesota on Pelican Lake. (Directions coming from the south) Take highway 371 north of Brainerd about 10 miles and turn East on County Road 13 by Schaefer’s Grocery Store. Go about 6 miles on #13
until a T in the road at County Road 4. Go left on #4 for about 1 mile until County Road 118. Go Right on County Road 118 for
about 1/2 mile and come in the second Elks Camp service entrance, which is marked with a sign.

Thank You

Dear Brainerd Elks BPOE #615, On behalf of Brainerd Community Action, I want to express our sincere
appreciations for the donation you have recently made to The American Celebration, 2017. As you
know, our mission is to hold a commitment to orchestrating many community celebrations and events.
This would not be possible without people like you who support our cause.
Your donation of $500 will be put towards the cost of the many necessities that are needed to host a
successful event: fireworks, advertising, some parade units, and necessities like permits, temporary
electrical needs, trash removal and port-a-potties. We expect to welcome and entertain over 100,000
people in our community during the 4th of July holiday. It is our goal that this day be for family and
friends to celebrate and create memories. Thank you again for your support! Sincerely Holly Holm

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2017-2018———–
Exalted Ruler………….James Dehen, PER
Leading Knight………..William Kronstedt
Loyal Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Lecturing Knight………Angela Christensen
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....Dennis Benjamin
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Scott Longanecker
2 nd Year Trustee……….Paul McQuaid
3 rd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
4 th Year Trustee………..Sharon Osborne
5 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak

July 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4 5:30-7:00

10

Family Dinner
Night. Entrée:
Chef’s Choice
11 5:30-7:00

8:00– Noon Breakfast @ the Elks
9

5 All Day Happy
6
Hour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Burgers
drinks;

7

8

12 All Day Happy
13
Hour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Burgers
drinks;

14

15

18 5:30-7:00 Family 19 All Day Happy
20
Dinner Night. EnHour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Burgers
trée: Chef’s Choice drinks; 5:30 New
Member Picnic

21

22

25 5:30-7:00 Family 26 All Day Happy
27
Dinner Night. EnHour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Burgers
trée: Annual Picnic drinks;
Buffet by Social
Committee

28

Family Dinner
Night. Entrée:
Chef’s Choice

8:00– Noon Breakfast @ the Eagles
16

17

8:00– Noon Breakfast @ the VFW

5:00 Trustees; 6:30
Lodge

23

24

8:00– Noon Breakfast @ the Legion
30

31

8:00– Noon Breakfast @ the Elks

Shake down for CWC
Fair

District Soccer Shoot
@ Hutchinson
29

