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As I write the article for this month Summer is only one week away. This is the time of the year
that we people in the North Country live for. The long nights and short days of winter are a distant
memory and fun summer activities like boat rides, back yard barbeques, long walks with the dog,
visits with friends, etc., are what we live for. Please make you summer a safe one.
Yesterday the several months of planning paid off in a highly successful Flag Day Activity. Over
100 people were present at the All Veterans Memorial to observe the Grand Lodge mandated
activity that BPOE # 615 has been involved in for over 100 years. High liters include 2 vocal
presentations, a very impressive Flag History Ceremony, the reading of the State Winner Essay
contest by a Forestview Middle School student, participation by the local veterans color guard and
rifle squad. This all was completed prior to the skies opening and heavy rain fell. God truly smiled on our activity
yesterday. Thank you to all involved and the planning committee and Brainerd Community Action person Nancy Cross.
Speaking of thank yous I would like to take this opportunity to THANK the social committee for all of their hard work in
preparing meals on Tuesday night and the other very successful activities that have occurred at the club. Also thank you to
my bride, Cheryl, for stepping forward. She has agreed to be the person who will be lining up people to cook burgers on
Thursday nights. Be prepared to receive a phone call requesting your assistance. Please say yes to her request. New people
to cook are needed and she will reach out to you.
The end of June culminates in the State Convention in Stillwater, MN and my bride and I will represent your lodge. Over
the Fourth of July, my First Lady and I will travel to Houston, TX to represent you at Grand Lodge. Thank you for this
opportunity.
Please remember Elks Care and Elks Share. It is Good to be an Elk. It is good to BE an Elk. It is good to be an
ELK. Please have a safe summer.

Fraternally yours, Bill
Membership Committee Report
At the last meeting it was decided to have another membership event. Mark
your calendar for a September 17 activity from 4-7 pm. The next planning
meeting is scheduled for 4:00 pm at Bethany Conference Room on July 21.
Please consider being an active member of this committee.
Committee members are looking for ideas for an event/activity to attract
prospective members to the lodge at that time. They are asking the general
membership to share ideas on how/what to do to encourage participation.
Please communicate ideas to Jim Runberg, Jim Van Duyn, Bill Bailey, Bill
Kronstedt, Liz Csanda, Shannon Dehen or Jeff McArthur.
A prospective member database is being set-up so cards can be mailed. If you
have a candidate please share information. Our goal is to increase the year-end
total membership by 5%...Brainerd can do better than that.
Did you know that 18 members are delinquent in membership dues and the
lapsation committee is calling each of you. If you are one of those 18 please
take care of this matter as soon as possible. To drop your membership it must
be in writing and delivered to the secretary. Renew, we want you to continuing
be part of the Best People on Earth!

Every Wednesday
All Day
50 cents off every drink

Secretary Report
A big THANK YOU to everyone that opted to get the
Elkorama by email! If you do not have email, just let us
know and we will be happy to send it out to you. Our list
is down from 200 to 100. We are printing it ourselves
and will save a lot of money.
There are still 18 members that have not paid this year’s
dues. Please get that taken care of as soon as possible. If
you do not intend to renew, we need to get your intentions in writing. This can be done by email, but you must
let us know. sddehen@aol.com
Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen, secretary

Elk of the Year
Congratulations go out to Conrad Bye,
Brainerd Elks recipient of the Lodge
Elk of the Year award. Conrad is a
quiet, behind the scene type of guy
who has served many years as a
trustee, has supported Elkdom with
many extra hours of time and has
served many years as chairman of the
Fishing Fling event reports Exalted
Ruler Bill Bailey. Gracias, Merci,
Thank you, Conrad!

Life Members
Welcome to the 2016-2017 class of new Elks Life
members; they include Glenn Guldberg, Curtis Hanson,
Thomas Henderson, Carl Knutson, Fay Miller, Stewart
Mills Jr, and Alan Roeder. Congratulations!
Did you know there are now 101 Life members and
four Honorary Life members in the Brainerd Elks
Lodge? That’s 40.38% of the Lodge’s total membership.
Life member requirements are age 65, 30 years as an
Elk and 10 consecutive years as a member of this lodge.

Officer of the Year
James Runberg, PER was named Officer of
the Year by Bill Bailey, Exalted Ruler. Jim
has been a very active member since his
cancer was in remission, reminds Bailey. He is
the PER president, co-chair of the membership
committee, washes dishes at the first
Sunday breakfasts, serves on the Good Sam
Bowl committee, and helps at the Wednesday
Polish dinners. He steps forward for many
activities. Danke, Mahalo, Thanks Jim and
congratulations!

Elks Creed- By AJ Matthews
I AM AN ELK
I am an ELK because an ELK saw something in me that would allow
me to be a good ELK. When asked, I eagerly joined my local lodge
and embraced its greatness.
We became ELKS because our organization is meaningful, Powerful
and important to our country, our community, our friends and our
family.
We remain ELKS because we embrace our mission, our duty and
our members. We patronize our Lodge because brotherhood and
fellowship are the cornerstones of who ELKS are.
Working together we can accomplish great things.
Being an ELK is not about self, we are a group of individuals with
many ideas, Countless skills and an inexhaustible desire to serve.
ELKS are not about what an individual can extract from membership
It is what needs to be done to support it.
We rejoice at being ELKS because we take pride in the successes of
the children, our veterans, and the communities we serve.
We practice being ELKS by being there when needed, stepping up
when asked and volunteering our time and resources when necessary.
I cannot be a good ELK without my fellow ELKS; we are a team.

Brainerd Elk Bill Wroolie served as
guest speaker at the Brainerd Memorial
Day ceremony then joined mayors from
Brainerd and Baxter and over 300 people
to enjoy the free veterans picnic served
at the American Legion. Brainerd Lodge
615 and the Legion teamed up serving
hamburgers, brats, hot dogs, beans,
coleslaw and cake to guests. Pictured are
Mayor Darrel Olson with Wroolie.

Thank You


Brainerd Elks Lodge Members, Thank you so much for selecting me as a
recipient of a Brainerd Elks Most Valuable Student scholarship! It is
incredible to live in a community wehere many organizations support
students in pursuing higher education. This scholarship will help me with
costs of textbooks and other materials this coming year. I sincerely
appreciate the time and thought put into selecting scholarship winners.
Thank you once again! Sincerely, Carly Miller



Brainerd Elks, Thank you again for everything Brainerd Elks do to make
the Central District Hoop Shoot a successful event. Your caring and
sharing makes my job very easy. Thanks again, Paul Ackland, Central
District chair.



Dear Friends, Thank you so much for contributing to our Imagination
Library Program. Early Childhood literacy is so important in shaping a
child’s future and through generous donations like yours, United Way is
able to help every child who needs it, have a chance to experience the
wonderful world of books. Thank you! Your United Way Staff



Dear Sir or Madam, Thank you very much for your donation to the
Lakeshore Conservation Club’s Wild Game Dinner and Fundraiser on
March 20, 2016. Your support will allow the club to continue to
encourage and educate local youth in shooting sports and improve our
facilities for the community. Over 400 people attended the dinner with
more than 1300 people on our mailing list learning of your donation.
This annual fundraiser was a success because of you. Sincerely, LCC
Wild Game Dinner Committee



To Whom It May Concern: Thank you so much for a wonderful evening
May 12, 2016! The Elks Scholarship banquet was a fabulous event;
everything was pleasant and enjoyable. The food was delicious, and the
staff were courteous and presentable. This scholarship will help me in
my future endeavors in engineering! Thank you again, Hanna Kennedy



Dear Shannon; Now that the National Remembrance Ceremony and
“Honor Wreath” placement at the Minnesota State Veterans Ceremony
has concluded…the event was an overwhelming success…with the
placement of over 4,100 wreaths on the graves of our nation’s
veterans…. On behalf of Wreaths For The Fallen.org we want to offer
our thanks and gratitude for your support…. Sincerely, John Thomas,
President
Kate Kurtzman prepares to read her state winning
Americanism Essay at the Brainerd Elks Flag Day
ceremony at the All Veterans Memorial in
downtown Brainerd. About 100 people braved the
rainy afternoon event to kick off Brainerd History
Week. Civil Air Patrol cadets, American Legion
and VFW Color Guard presented Colors while
Scouts carried flags representing the different flags
flown throughout America’s history.

Ambassadors from Brainerd Lakes Chamber of Commerce with youth
from the YMCA Youth in Leadership stopped by to welcome the Elks
as members. They toured the facility and after presenting a brief history
of what Elks do, they countered with what can the Chamber do for the
Elks. ER Bill Bailey, PER Ray Frazier and Public Relations chair
James Van Duyn accepted the Certificate of Appreciation for being a
supportive Chamber member.

01 Olson, Aldon
02 Traylor, Jim
03 Jeremiah, Sandra
04 Carlson, Kent
08 Puschinsky, Mark E
Schwartzwald, Michael R
09 Polich, Denny
11 Syvertson, Gary
12 Goff, Angela J
13 Berghuis, Todd
Jordan, Bruce P
14 Henkensiefken, Guy
16 Thiery, Don
17 Nicolai, Marvin

17 O'Brien, Don T
Quisberg, Steve
18 Knudson, Virginia J
O'Hara, William D
19 Isackson, Gary
20 Bye, Conrad
21 Bolt, Dale E
Thompson, James
22 Tresco, Ron
23 Bailey, Wayne W
24 Dusbabek, Gary
Wisneski, Brian
27 Lund, Charles Arnold
29 Vukelich, Frank J

The deadline for anyone wishing to place an
article in the August issue of the Elkorama
will be July 15.
Please email them to
vanuyns@charter.net or leave articles at the
lodge. Thank you.
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Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215 South 6th Street,
Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members,
widows and widowers of members.
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SUN

3

MON

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Elks;
Grand Lodge Convention,
Houston, TX

4

10

11

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Eagles

17

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the VFW

24

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Legion

31

8:00-12:00
Breakfast @ the VFW

TUE

5

Grand Lodge Convention,
Houston, TX

5:30-7:00

Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: Ribs
by Tom Swanson
GL Convention Houston,TX

12

5:30-7:00

Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: Steaks
by Steve Tufte, Desserts by
Jeanne Green

18
5:30 Trustees;
6:30 Lodge meeting

25

19

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: TBA
by Social Committee

26

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: TBA

WED

6

THU

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks;
Grand Lodge Convention,
Houston, TX

7

13

14

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

5:30-7:00
Burger night

21
5:30-7:00
Burger night

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

27

SAT

5:30-7:00
Burger night

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

20

FRI

28
5:30-7:00
Burger night

LODGE/CLUB HOURS:
Daily 3:00-9:00
Saturday 3:00-8:00

