Volume 226, Issue 212

Brainerd Elks Lodge #615

July, 2015

Hooray, Hooray, summer is finally here. On July 4th we celebrate the 239th anniversary of our
independence. While you are having a picnic, attending a parade with friends, having a party, or other
celebrations PLEASE do NOT forget the veterans who made our freedom possible. Freedom truly is
not free. How long has it been since you have THANKED a veteran for their service? Please be
careful and safe this summer whether you are on the road, on the water or whatever you are doing.
As you may or not know, the PER group is also functioning as the membership and lapsation
committee. I feel the group has been very successful in maintaining delinquent members and
obtaining new members to increase our membership. A big THANK YOU is due to Mr. Van Duyn
and the PER group for their hard work. Recently the club hosted a new member night for people who
joined the lodge in 2014 and a prospective member night last week. Both were successful. On 6/13/15 your lodge
sponsored 22 young people at the Elks youth camp on Pelican Lake. The smiles on the faces of these young people were
priceless. Thank you to Kala and Sharon for making this happen.
Cheryl and I have just returned from the state Elks convention in Rochester and I will be representing BPOE # 615 at the
Grand Lodge in Indianapolis, IN 7/5-9/15 Thank you for the opportunities to represent your great lodge. The district
soccer shoot is scheduled for 7/18 in Hutchinson, MN. Thank you to Lisa Roberts and Dick Lyscio and all the other
volunteers who helped in my absence. Please don't forget the State Golf Tourney that is scheduled for 7/24&25 in
Deerwood. Ray Frazier is looking for help on Friday at the club for burgers and Saturday at the golf club for the tourney.
I’m planting a seed. Maybe you have already heard a rumor. No rumor anymore. On August 25 th the Tuesday Night
Family Dinner will be the annual Don Stang Chicken and Corn Feed at the Elks Youth Camp. Carpooling from the Lodge
will be available. Mark your calendar and plan to attend. For details call me at 218-821-0483.
In closing, please remember, Elks Care and Share. Have you asked a new person to join our Elks Lodge? Thank you to
those who have. Once again please enjoy a safe summer season.

Secretary Report
If you propose a new member, there is a $25 application fee that is due at
the time the application is turned in. This is in addition to the dues. Dues
are also prorated for new members:

April, May, June $100.00

July, August, September $84.00

October, November, December $68.00

January, February, March $52.00
If you have any questions, you can email me at sddehen@aol.com
Respectfully submitted, Shannon Dehen

Every Wednesday
All Day
50 cents off every drink

Elks Youth Camp Raffle
This is the 5th year that the Elks Youth Camp will be holding a raffle to raise
much needed money to assist with updates and expenses at the Elks Youth Camp.
The tickets are here and are on sale. We have been very fortunate each year to
have a few winners from the Brainerd Elks Lodge and feel very good about
having more this year. As you know, we have sold out of our allotted number of
tickets each year so plan on purchasing early! If you have any questions, contact
Dick Lyscio (218) 851-1753 to purchase or reserve your tickets. Good luck and
hope you are a winner this year.


Thank You
Dear Brainerd Elks Club, I was overjoyed to learn that I received an Elks National Foundation scholarship. I am
writing to thank you for your generous financial support toward my higher education. ..This fall, I plan to attend the
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities to study physics with the goal of someday being a college professor, conducting
research and teaching students. While in college, I hope to sing in the choir and play tennis…Your generosity has
brought me one step closer to my goal. You have inspired me to give back to the community even more, because of
how much the community has helped me. I hope to one day help other students achieve their goals, just as you have
helped me. Sincerely, Jordan Kleist



Joe & Donna Masanz/Brainerd Elks, Thank you for awarding me with this scholarship. This financial support is
greatly appreciated as I work toward my academic goal of becoming a nurse. Thank you so much for your generosity!
Shelbie Boser



Thank you so much for the $500 Student of the Month Scholarship. It will help me this fall as I enter BSU (Bemidji
State University) and major in Elementary Education. The banquet was an amazing event to attend. Brady Tesdahl,
Crosby-Ironton



Brainerd Elks Lodge, I was very happy and appreciative when I found out that I was a recipient of the Brainerd Elks
Scholarship (SOM, $500). Thank you for your generous financial support towards my higher education. I am
planning to attend Minnesota State University for Elementary Education. Thank you again for the scholarship.
Nichole Hoheisel



Thank you!! The Pillager 2015 Senior Class would like to THANK YOU for your generous donation for their 2015
Grad Blast. (by the Senior Class members)



To the Brainerd Elks Lodge, Thank you for your ongoing commitment and support in providing scholarship
opportunities for our Pine River/Backus students. Your financial help contributes to the future success of our students.
We are so fortunate to have such a generous and caring organization that supports our community too. You are the
Best! Mary R Sigan, PRB Counselor



Dear Elks Lodge #615, Brainerd Parks and Recreation would like to extend a gracious thank you to your organization
for sponsoring the Muskies Senior Softball team…will play at 6 or 7 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays on Field 1 at
Buffalo Hills Park. Their head coach is Joe Vreeland 838-2891. Feel free to contact him with a fun idea to support
your team…Thank you and hopefully see you around the parks this summer! Sincerely, Katie Kaufman, Recreation
Specialist (Games will be posted weekly on This Week at the Elks)



Dear Herman, So it is with great joy and gratitude that I write today and extend our thanks from Kinship Partners for
your participation in the 2015 Downtown Golf Spring Open. The $1,894 in proceeds from this event has blessed
Kinship financially which allows us to continue our mission of providing positive role models and guidance to youth
in our community….Again thank you for your participation in the Downtown Golf Spring Open and ask that you
consider Kinship Partners in future events. Sincerely Lisa Walters Executive Assistant Director

Notes from the Trustees to Elk Members


We need a chairman for the Crow Wing County Elks Fair Booth. Please seriously consider taking your turn at this
important position.



The Kitchen has been recently cleaned.



There are 9 tables and 110 chairs for sale. Pictures are posted on the entrance doors. Contact the bartender. They will
soon be available on Craig’s List.



We are shouting a big THANK YOU to the volunteers for Tuesday and Thursday meal preparation, ordering and serving.
Also compliments to the Community Breakfast staff for their dedicated efforts.



The Kentucky Derby celebration was fun. Thank you for its planning, successful work and participation.
Bruce Mogensen, Trustees Chairman

Pig Latin
The Minnesota Elks Youth camp is in session with a full complement of campers. The place is overrun
with young people having a great time with activities as; fishing, swimming, canoeing, hiking, arts &
crafts, ball games, nature study and other fun things. All this is due to the little pink pigs at the
lodge. The money in me, Phineas P. Pig that our members put in goes into the Minnesota Elks
Memorial fund and the fund allocates over $100,000.00 to the Elks camp each year. The cost to each
lodge to send a camper is ZERO. Without the Memorial fund the cost would be $200.00 to $250.00 per
camper and the Brainerd Lodge sent 24 kids to camp this year. Do the math and see what putting your
change into me saves the lodge. The money in me is called Penny-A-Day and the Brainerd lodge has
been in the top 3 lodges in the state for per capita donations over the last 10 years and has been
recognized as the highest per capita a number of times.
If you wonder what the money from Penny-A-Day used for I hope I have answered your questions.
You if you have any spare change in your pocket when you leave the club remember “FEED THE
PIG”.
Congratulations! Hilary Turner Hubbard'sAmericanism Essay Contest entry
won first place at the MN Elks level and her essay was submitted to the
national competition. Her essay finished 5th at nationals. This year's theme
was "What Does the Pledge of Allegiance Mean to Me". Her 1st place earned
her $400 and a plaque.

About 40 youth from The Shop enjoyed an outdoor picnic at their
location on Washington Street to celebrate this season of
hamburgers and a prepared meal. This event was made possible
from the Promise Grant funding from the Elks National Foundation.

Flag Day was observed at Edgewood Vista Senior Living in
Brainerd June 14. About 35 residents and guests were reminded of
America’s history through flags. Brainerd Forestview Middle
School student, Hilary Turner Hubbard read her state winning
Americanism Essay Contest entry “What Does the Pledge of
Allegiance Mean to Me".

Kristen Willert captured third place at the MN Elks
Americanism Essay contest. She was presented a
check for $200 and a plaque.

22 youth 9-13 years old were part of the first camping session at the Elks Youth Camp. Pictured is
Camp Dean Kim Baumgartner giving instructions and youngsters gathering to load the bus at
week’s end. Many of the youth wanted to stay longer. Food was a favorite while pontooning,
swimming, archery and “everything” were comments heard about their week at camp.

Youth Camp youth thank you notes…


Thank you for letting me come to Elks Camp. The food is good. I made a life long friend. I love going on pontoon rides.
The staff here is Awesome. This week has been awesome. Love! Mallory Veith



Thank you for sending me to camp! My favorite part of cam was climbing the climbing wall. Thanks again, Sierra W.



Thank you for the trip. It was awesome! Especially the archery. Lots of thanks. Grace R.



Thank you for sending me to camp. My favorite part is pontoing and archery. Thanks again, Allison



You gave me a good chance to me(e)t new people, try new things and so much more! I love everything.
Sincerely, Destiny C.



Thank you for sending me. Bob J.



I love free swimming and pountuing. Olivia S.



I love it here at camp. My favorite thing here is archery. I made a bullseye the first try. Love, Elizabeth N.



I love pontouning and jumping of the pontoon and I love the councaler JILL and we got to putt shampoo and see her
jump of the boat it was hularius. Autumn F.



Hello, Thank you so much! If it weren’t for you I would have never over come my fears and have the time of my life.
Such as I’m scard of swimming in a lake, and now I jumped off a pontue into 25 feet water. Sincerely your camper
Xavier S.



My favorite thing that we did was (??????). Elias



Thank you for all things in Elks Camp. The pontooning is the best thank you for sending me here Christian T.



Thank you for the kayak trips. I wish I could come back next year. Boston H.



Thank you Elk Camp for all the food I really like the French tost. Eric M.



Thank you for sending me because I had a lot of fun on the rock wall. The pontoon was really fun when we got to jump
off of it. The kyiackes were fun. Sincerely, Jason J.



Thank you for picking me to come to camp. I love the driving range for golf. I really appreciate it I’m really going to
miss some people. I love the climbing wall I really thank you for brining me to Elks CAMP!!! Sincerely, Morgan W.



The most best thing I have done was go fishing I caught a lot of sunnies and a bass and almost a northern and thing that
you should get for fishing is bobbers or daredevils. Quintin L.
To All Brainerd Elk 615 Members,

Our "Prospective Members Dinner” on June 11th, 2015, went well with
8 prospective members attending.
This was also our typical
fun, Thursday Burger night with a good crowd of Elk members on hand
to share what "Elks Do", with the prospective members. Exalted Ruler
Bill Bailey gave a good overview to the prospects on the different
committees available and the volunteer work that they may want to do
in our club.

From the Social Committee:
“The Social Committee will be hosting the Annual Elks
Picnic on Tuesday, July 21 at the Elks Club. Burgers and
Brats on the grill along with all your favorite picnic side
dishes will be served.”
Kathy

On June 15, 2015, at our 2nd Lodge meeting for the month of June, one
new member was initiated into our Elks Club, bringing a total of 6 new
members initiated this Elks year! Again, the PER Membership
Committee would like to hear from you. Your experiences and ideas
are valuable to us in continuing to help grow our membership, and, for
our Lodge to continue to be successful. Our emphasis at this time is to
try and find "younger" prospective members. Ask a family member, a
friend, or a business associate to consider becoming an Elk. A couple
of hours spent together at the Lodge at the Tuesday Family Night
dinner, or Thursday Burger Night would be a great way to introduce
someone to the Elks and what we do in this community, as well as
being an enjoyable evening for everyone.
To propose a member, pick up a new membership application at the
Elks Club, have the new prospect fill it out, and, turn it in at the bar
with the appropriate fees, or give it to Jim Van Duyn, our membership
drive chairman, our Lodge secretary Shannon Dehen, or any PER, or
Trustee.
Thank you.
Jim Runberg, PER President of the Past Exalted Rulers

Please welcome Jill Wasson,
our newest member

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
as of June 15, 2015
Beginning membership on April 1, 2015
Brainerd Lodge #615 – 253 members
Initiated
Affiliated: _2_

Absolute Dimit: _1_

Deaths: _5_

Our current membership total: 255
Currently Delinquent: _5_

2015 MN ELKS STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT
BRAINERD ELKS TO HOST
July 25th is fast approaching! Have you picked your golfing foursome
to compete and bring honor to the Brainerd Lodge? (Fill out Entrance
form on bulletin board in club room and send it and fees to State
Committee!) Not a golfer, have you added your name to
the helpers signup sheet?
WE, Brainerd Elks 615, will be serving food fare to upwards
of 100 golfers and their spouses/guests on Friday evening
the 24th and Saturday evening the 25th.

01 Olson, Aldon
02 Traylor, Jim
03 Jeremiah, Sandi
04 Carlson, Kent
08 Puschinsky, Mark E
Schwartzwald, Michael
09 Polich, Denny
13 Berghuis, Todd
Jordan, Bruce P
14 Henkensiefken, Guy
17 Nicolai, Marvin
O'Brien, Don T

17 Quisberg, Steve
18 O'Hara, William D
19 Isackson, Gary
20 Bye, Conrad
21 Bolt, Dale E
Thompson, James A
22 Tresco, Ron
23 Bailey, Wayne W
24 Dusbabek, Gary
Wisneski, Brian
29 Vukelich, Frank J

The deadline for anyone wishing to place
an
article in the August issue of the Elkorama
will
be July 15.
Please email them to
vanuyns@charter.net or leave articles at the
lodge. Thank you.

The Elkorama is published monthly by the
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215 South 6th Street,
Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members,
widows and widowers of members.

Friday Evening 24th - Burgers and Drummies and Fries
Saturday Evening 25th - Stuffed Pork Chops with trimmings
Golfing Tournament will be held at Rolling Hills Golf Course (Cuyuna)
in Deerwood on the 25th from 10:00AM till4:00PM. Helpers needed
to conduct putting contest, Longest drive contest, and Closest
to Pin Contest; all of which are promotional money makers
for our charitable giving.
Please, Please, Please, add your name to the signup sheet in
the club room or notify one of the people below if you are
willing and able!!
With Gratitude and Thanks, the Golf Committee
Ray Frazier - 218 828 9426H or 218 330 1045C
Dick Lyscio - 218 851 1753C
Herman - 218 839 8503C

Terry Skone
Born November 28, 1940
Initiated December 21, 1972
Passed Away March 31, 2015

“They have passed into the Light which is
beyond the valley of the shadow of
death. The places that have known them
shall know them no more. But their
virtues are written upon the tablets of Love
and Memory and they shall be reverenced
for all time as true and faithful Elks “

417 8th Ave. NE
Brainerd, MN
Phone: (218) 828-1816

375 Edgewood Drive N.
Baxter, MN
Phone: (218) 828-4601

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 135

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2015-2016 ———–
Exalted Ruler………….Bill Bailey, PER
Leading Knight………..James Runberg, PER
Loyal Knight…………..Dan Graven, PER
Lecturing Knight……...William Kronstedt
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....James Dehen, PER
Esquire……………Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Tiler…………………… Mark Wheeler

TRUSTEES
1st Year Trustee………...Bruce Mogensen
2nd Year Trustee………. Scott Longanecker
3rd Year Trustee………. Conrad Bye
4th Year Trustee………..Dave Smith
5th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak
Editor…………Brad Busho
Website: www.BrainerdElks.org
Email: jjdehen@yahoo.com

SUN

MON

TUE
1

LODGE/CLUB
HOURS:
Daily 3:00-9:00
Saturday 12:00-8:00

5

6

12

13

Grand Lodge Indianapolis

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Eagles

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the VFW;
Elks Kids & Grandkids
1st Session @ Youth
Camp

26

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Legion;
Elks Kids & Grandkids
2nd Session @ Youth
Camp

THU
2

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Elks;
Grand Lodge Indianapolis

19

WED

20
5:30 Trustees;
6:30 Lodge meeting with
Initiation

27

7

8

9

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks;
Grand Lodge Indianapolis

5:30-7:00 Burgers;
Grand Lodge Indianapolis

14

15

16

21

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: Picnic by Social
Committee

28

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: Steaks by Steve
Tufte

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

22

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

3

4

10

11

17

18

5:30-7:00 Burgers

23

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

29

SAT

5:30-7:00 Burgers

5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée BBQ Ribs by Tom
Swanson; Grand Lodge
Indianapolis
5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: Stuffed Pork
Chops by Herman
Wisneski

FRI

District Soccer Shoot
@ Hutchinson

24
5:30-7:00 Burgers

30

25

Host MN Elks
Golf Tourney;
Serve Burger Baskets

31
5:30-7:00 Burgers

11:00 am Shotgun Start to MN Elks Golf
Tourney @ Rolling Hills (Cuyuna) Golf Club in
Deerwood; Serve dinner to Golfers

