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ER Message
Members All:
WELCOME 2021! A New Year, A New Beginning, A New Normal. Embrace it with
a positive attitude. We won't get back to “normal” as we knew it. We will be starting
up with the word “NEW”. We will strive to be better, we will appreciate, we will not
take for granted. We will do now rather than later. YES, we all hate change, but this
has forced us to. NOW that we will have the new normal, what will you do with it. We
will make the Best of it and move forward.
This will be a fabulous month to give to those in need of assistance. Reach out to people of our
own community or Veterans in our hospitals. Our Lodge #615 gave a Christmas gift of $ 100 in
Canteen Bucks to the St. Cloud Vets Hospital so they could play Bingo. Little things like that can go
a long way in making them know they are loved and thought about. The need is out there, All we
have to do is look around.
We will continue to focus on new membership. Concentrate of bringing in young members with
young ideas to promote our Lodge and Club. The good news is there will be another initiation of
membership on Monday, January 4th at our first Monday of the month meeting at the Masonic
Lodge. All are welcome.
On a lighter note: For those who are not aware our fellow member, Joe Fraune is the proud
owner of a 1971 Corvette Stingray Convertible, yellow in color. He purchased a $5 raffle ticket in
Montana and his name was drawn just before Christmas. Maybe if we are nicer to Joe he will take
us for a ride. Congratulations, Joe.
Continue as you have been to remember our elderly. They are so appreciative with a simple
phone call. Many are just lonely and want someone to talk to. It will put a smile on your face, it has
on mine.
Lastly, a huge Thank You to all who worked so hard this past year 2020 for the betterment of our
Club and the support given to me by Officers, Trustees, and Members.
Be Loud, Be Proud, Elks Care and Elks Share.
We are “Riding the wave of Elkdom” 2020-2021 (Lyle Nygren, State President)
Fraternally submitted
Carol Browne, ER

IN MEMORIAM
Donald Thomas O’Brien
Born: July 17, 1927
Ini%ated: March 19, 1966
Passed away: December 6, 2020
“They have passed into the Light which is beyond the valley of the
shadow of death. The places that have known them shall know them
no more. But their virtues are wri$en upon the tablets of Love and
Memory and they shall be reverenced for all %mes as true and faithful
Elks.”
Secretary Report
Please watch your mail for the 2021-2022 dues statements. They will be sent out later in January. If
you have a winter address you would like them sent to, you will have to let me know. Your prompt
payment of this bill is greatly appreciated! We will not be including the punch cards for dues paid
early next year.
We still have 8 members that have not paid dues for this year. I sent out self-addressed stamped
envelopes, so would appreciate if you could get back to me. I cannot take you off the member list
unless I have a confirmation from you. We hope you decide to continue your membership in the Elks
Lodge. Our members are working hard to continue many of our programs for youth and vets, even
though the club is not open. See you next year!

Youth Camp Raffle
It has come to my attention that we should publish the list of winners from the Brainerd Elks for
the Youth Camp Raffle which was held in mid-October. The following are those people who were
cash winners in this year’s raffle:
Kathy / Bruce Buxton
Sandy Strom/Gieseke
Dick Lyscio
Tom Swanson
Carl Antolak
Generally, over the years that this raffle has taken place, there are mostly 1st time winners. We
are looking forward to next year and hoping that Brainerd Elks Shine!
Thank you for your support of our Youth Camp and our Lodge.

The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615, 215 South 9th Street,
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Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article
in the February issue of the Elkorama will be
January 20. Please email articles to djdenny07@gmail.com. Thank you.
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January Birthdays
01 Runberg, James
02 Roberts, Shon
03 Johnson Jr, Ted
10 Arnold, Bradley J
12 Hoghaug, Randahl
14 Hermerding, David F
14 Tracy, Dale H
16 Christensen, Angela
18 Aumock, Randy
22 Halsted, Charles F
24 Keinanen, Ione
24 Steuck, Awald
25 Goedker, Colleen
25 Shortridge, Susan
25 Stevenson, Chester
27 Vogelgesang, David
28 Anderson, Beth K
28 Luukkonen, Roy
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Grand Lodge News
Charity continues no matter what
By ROBERT L. BOHNSACK
Committee Member
This past year has truly been unbelievable. A year most of us would like to forget. It presented extraordinary and challenging times for all of us, especially as Elks.
Our new Lodge year began in quarantine. Who would have thought that would ever happen, not to
mention the cancelling of conferences and conventions? Even Grand Lodge was not exempt from
the effects of the virus. And yet the new officers in our Lodges have risen to the occasion and
shown their resilience and their ability to think outside the box. They carried on with charitable projects in spite of quarantines and government lockdowns. Now with Lodges reopening in whatever
manner permissible in their respective states, it becomes imperative to continue charitable giving.
We have just celebrated the seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas, two of the most charitable
times of the year. Many Lodges celebrated by helping the less fortunate in their communities
through their clothing drives, Adopt a Family, Christmas basket, and food pantry programs. As
Elks, the daily gifts we bestow increase our own riches. The help we extend to those in need is
added to our own strength. The real benefactors of mankind count their store in what is given, not
in what is saved.
In addition, meaningful Memorial Services were held following CDC guidelines. This is an important part of our service to Members and their families. “Elks are never forgotten, never forsaken.”
Even in these challenging times we have been increasing our volunteer hours—not only in actuality, also in our reporting. We continue to work closely with our Lodges and State Associations to ensure accurate reporting. We continue to monitor the agendas of state and federal governments to
collect information important to the Order. Our mission as the Government Relations Committee is
to guide the Grand Lodge, State Associations, and Lodges in preserving the right to exist as a private, non-profit, charitable organization. Reporting charitable hours is greatly important in assisting
Grand Lodge with maintaining our federal tax status. Far too often we forget about all the activities
with which we are involved on a community level. Not to mention the hosting of events as mentioned previously.
Report these hours to your Lodge Secretary to enable him/her to complete the reporting in CLMS.
This information is passed on to the federal government, making them aware of our charitable
works across the nation. All this helps to improve our non-profit status.
One last important item: Please take the time to individually thank all the volunteers in your Lodge
who participate in charity events. This simple act will make them feel appreciated and will remind
them that they are part of a great organization.
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Oﬃcers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2020-2021———–
Exalted Ruler…. Carol Browne (218) 851-2911
Leading Knight... Dennis Benjamin (218) 825-8122
Loyal Knight……. Angela Rach (218) 296-2183
Lecturing Knight... James Van Duyn (218) 838-6529
Secretary…Shannon Dehen, PER (218) 820-1689
Treasurer…Herman Wisneski, PER (218) 839-8503
Esquire…… James Dehen, PER (218) 820-8557
Chaplain…… Bill Satre, (218) 820-4558
Inner Guard.... James Runberg, PER (218) 270-2217
TRUSTEES
Trustee………. Dick Lyscio, PER (218) 851-1753
Trustee………. Sco) Longanecker (218) 821-0427
Trustee………. Paul McQuaid (612) 805-3235
Trustee…….... Bruce Mogensen (218) 851-0397
Trustee………. Todd Lewis (763) 242-6706

