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ER Report

Greetings members and families. Please look at the calendar this month and join us for the 150th birthday party on the 20th. We really do need to take a moment to remember and recognize the contributions of this Order
to our communities and country. I know that the Club (bar) is important to many of us but
we are that and so much more. Our Order is the largest supporter of youth programs in the
country after the federal government. Drug Awareness, hoop and soccer shoots, our state
youth camp, support for scouting just to name a few. Pat yourselves on the back and be loud
and be proud about the work we do.
We elect the new officers in March, please look at the slate that the PER’s have put together
and let us know if you have thought or concerns. It would be great if some of our newer
members want to put their toe in the water and we will work with you to make it as much
fun as we can. We must have an active Lodge and leaders to support and expand the programs we have. As always, our focus is children and veterans, but we can explore other options also. Thank you very much of course to all who give their time through the year with the previously
mentioned programs as well as Fishing Fling, County Fair booth, Tuesday and Thursday dinners, Sunday
breakfasts, special events, and anything I have forgotten.
In closing, I am quite serious about hearing about any concerns or thoughts that the members have and will
try my best to consider and resolve them. Continue to stay warm for another month or two and we can celebrate spring once again.
Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, ER Brainerd #615

Celebrating a storied past and a bright future
Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler MALCOLM J. McPHERSON JR.
February can be cold and dreary, but it is a bright, optimistic time for Elks. This month we celebrate the birthday of our Order, which began 150
years ago on February 16, 1868.
While Elks will mark this significant milestone in our history throughout the year, with special events in San Antonio this July, I urge you all to take the time this month to celebrate your Lodge’s contributions to the Order, as
well as reflect on our mission as Elks and the future of this organization.
Amidst these celebrations, some of you will prepare to leave your positions as officers as our fraternal year nears
its end, while others will consider starting a new journey as leaders in their Lodges. No matter your path, the
success of your Lodge relies on this leadership, both past and present.
Retiring officers, your knowledge, contributions, and experience will live on as a valuable resource to those who
come after you. New officers, take inspiration from your predecessors to impact positive change and make your
own mark on your Lodge.
Both past and current leaders must come together to engage Members and set Lodge goals, and there is no better time to do so than this pivotal anniversary time. As I blow out the candles on the Elks birthday cake this year, it is my wish that each and every Lodge continues to spread
our causes of charity, education, and Americanism that our founding Members established. What is your Elks birthday wish?
During our travels in the coming months, Pat and I look forward to meeting more Members of this incredible organization and seeing how you
are strengthening Elkdom in your communities as we embark on the next 150 years and beyond.

Central District Hoop Shoot

Six youth from Minnesota Elks Central District earned a berth at the Minnesota Elks Hoop Shoot on February 17 in Hutchinson. Lake Region Christian School in Baxter was the site of the Elks annual free
throw shooting contest where winners of respective lodges local competition were recently held.
Advancing are Leah Maddock, Katie Roste, Maci Martini, Nathan Schuman, Kale Misgades and Tyson
Misgades. These boys and girls will compete against youth from Metro, North and South Districts for a
chance to represent Minnesota at the regional event in March. Hutchinson Lodge 2427 and Wadena
Lodge 2386 each had two winners while Alexandria Lodge 1685 and Brainerd Lodge 615 each had one.
Results: See Page 7

Student of the Month:
Caitlyn Elizabeth Swartwood
Caitlyn Elizabeth Swartwood, Brainerd
High School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of
the Month for February 2018. Attending and graduating from a four-year college, majoring in graphic design and advertising are her plans.
Caitlyn is a successful senior with a 4.0 plus GPA
enrolled in several rigorous courses. Attaining academic success like this is difficult enough by itself,
but Caitlyn did this while struggling with POTS an
illness that causes chronic fatigue, nausea, brain
“fog” and significant pain, remarks Jeff Howard
counselor. She has managed all this while maintaining a pleasant, positive attitude, he continued.
Caitlyn is an active participant in the music field
participating in varsity, jazz, symphony and pep
bands over her high school years. She is a member
of the Pit Orchestra. Participation in Art Club serving as president and vice president; secretary of
Interact and vice president of Band. She is a Key
Club member and on the Public Relations committee. Inducted into the National Honor Society, Caitlyn has received Student of the Semester award,
solo and ensemble superior ratings, All State Honor Band selection and percussion sectional leader.
Her art work has received best in categories of
graphic design, painting and multimedia.
Out of school she has volunteered as an assistant
at Operation Sandwich, volunteering in the church
Kid’s department, MCAP Photography and
Filmmaking, Soup Kitchen, and Mayo Clinic PPRC
program.
While taking care of her health, Caitlyn enjoys both
film and digital photography, painting, reading,
spending time with friends and family.

Student of the Month:
Kylie Lynn Monson
Kylie Lynn Monson, Crosby Ironton High
School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the
Month for February 2018. She intends to pursue a
degree from Bemidji State University as a nurse
anesthetist.
The Scholarship Committee from Crosby-Ironton
High School selected Kylie to receive this recognition based on her hard work and dedication to our
school. She is willing to take courses that challenge
her, and she strives to do her best. Kylie is also involved in school activities and sets an example for
others. We are proud of Kylie and recommend her
for Student of the Month, said Nickie Doyle counselor.
Sports are her extracurricular activities. The sports
include volleyball, and basketball plus running on
the track team.
Kylie works at the hospital and enjoys spending
time with her family.

You Are Invited!

In celebration of the 150th year of Elkdom,
Brainerd Elks Lodge will be host to a special Tuesday night dinner. Members are encouraged to invite
their prospective
members. There will
be maximum seating
for 80 people so
please pre-register
you and your guests
on a first come basis.
Main entrée will be
stuffed pork loin and be prepared and
served by the Social committee. Prospects
are free. Members and spouses cost will be
$8.00 each.
Reminder of the 3 and Free state campaign—bring in three new members before
the end of March and receive your lodge
dues free for the following year.

On a Casual note…
In time for the 150th Birthday Celebration
comes a campaign for a Brainerd Elks
casual t-shirt drive. BE
LOUD BE PROUD when
working the School of
Rock Open Mic project,
Fishing Fling, Crow
Wing County Fair and
all Club, youth, veterans
and community activities. Plus letting the
public know you’re one
of the Best People On Earth! Sign up at
the bar for your purple, Elks logo embossed shirt. Cost is $7.50 each, XXL $2
extra and XXXL $3.00 more. Payment
must accompany signing and orders will
be frequently placed by Bill Bailey, PER.
Questions, call 218-821-0483.

Secretary Report

Dues notices for 2018-2019 will be sent out early February. Please watch for them and pay your dues promptly.
Pay by April 30th and receive a $20.00 gift card to be
used at the club or $10.00 if you are a life member. The
cards are good until March 31, 2019. If your dues have
not yet been paid for this year, you will owe for 2 years.
Thank you in advance. Fraternally submitted, Shannon
Dehen secretary

Birthday Celebrations
The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
are observing 150 years and Brainerd Elks
#615 is celebrating. We
will have bi-monthly
birthday
celebrations
starting in February.
Members with birthdays
in January and February
are invited to celebrate
their birthday on February 15 from 5:00-7:00
pm. A birthday drink is 50 cents off. Order
from our Thursday menu and receive $1.50
off your order.

February Birthdays
01 Lane, Richard E
02 Fruth, Gary N
03 Tuma, Keith
04 Montour, David
05 Mogensen, Nathanial C
14 Johnson, Arnold S
17 Ehrich, Fred L

17 Lyscio, Richard G
19 Swenson, Dale
24 Pelphrey, Matthew
25 Heglie, Rodney L
26 Marchand, Jeff
26 Ployhar, Roy
28 Doucette, Gary

Thank You

Thank you notes continue to come in from third
grade students who recently received a free dictionary. Students from McGregor school put in some
extra time by adding art work. “Thank you so much
for the HUGE HUGE dictionaries. I will use it for
spelling. I Love it! I might learn how to do sign language”, exclaimed Izzy. Caylee added, “thank you so
much for the cool dictionarys. I can’t wait to use it
for making stories.”
Entering our eleventh month of the Elks calendar
year, it’s time to reminisce and thank everyone who
has volunteered time and talent to make 2017-2018
a Brainerd Best People on Earth place to be. From
kitchen staff to bar help, all officers, trustees, committee members, and supporting persons KUDOS
for a job well done. THANK YOU for your continual
support of our fraternal organization.
Thank you for your support and generous cash donation! Thank you the Staff & Board of Directors
from the Mid MN Women’s Center.
Thank you for your support given to youth at The
Shop. They are my heroes. And you are my heroes.
From all of us at the Shop!!! Cindy Moore, Director

Keeping you, our members up to speed on what’s happening. You may already have noticed a change. If you
haven’t, here’s a brief breakdown. As you know it is
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 150th year
in existence. Brainerd Elks Lodge 615 has been proactive in the BPOE for 118 years. Over those years we,
the Brainerd Elks have charitable giving of 3.75 million dollars to Youth and Veteran Activities within our
Lodge region. BE LOUD. BE PROUD.
Over the next few months the Elkorama will devote
space for your Elk memoirs and to give a history to
that list of 30 plus programs that Brainerd Elks members invest time and support to make our communities better. Elks Care. Elks Share. To share why you
became an Elk and what it means to be an Elk, contact
Jim Van Duyn.
Brainerd Lodge officers are always looking for new
ways to help our children and veterans with unmet
needs. Each month one or more articles will be in the
spotlight. In January Drug Awareness and The School
of Rock Open Mic program were the focus. This
month Brainerd High School Debate and Imagination
Library are l, in the limelight.

DEBATE
For over four decades the Brainerd Elks have sponsored the
annual Brainerd High School Debate tournament. Teams from
Minnesota, South Dakota, North Dakota, Wisconsin and Iowa
have participated in the Policy and LD (Lincoln-Douglas debate) contest. Elks officers including a Grand Exalted Ruler,
State President and Brainerd Elks have played a part in the
presentation of awards. Three Brainerd Elks have served as
debate coaches over the many years of the Brainerd teams.
They were PER Norm Arveson, PER Doug Johnson and Guy
Doud.

Trustee Tidbits

Bills are paid and the Club continues to operate in the
black. Thank you for your patronage and support that
makes this possible. We have a need for Tuesday
Dinners and Thursday Burger Nights. You can talk to
a trustee or sign up at the bar. Thank you for your
help.
Board of Trustees, Elks Lodge #615

GAMBLING REPORT
Greetings Fellow Elks,
I wanted to give everyone a bigger summary of our charitable gambling activity and where the money goes. Like mentioned in previous articles the money we make not only is donated to a variety of youth, community and veteran’s activities, it also plays a huge
part of keeping the doors open at the club for everyone to enjoy. It is paying the utilities and real estate taxes.
I really want everyone to know and recognize that without our offsite locations at Zorbaz on Gull and Cowboy’s in Lakeshore that
we would not be able to do the things we do. So please take the time and stop in at these locations and show our support and
thank them for letting us conduct charitable gambling at their establishments. We are also most likely adding another site in the
gull lake area within the next month.
With that said, here is a summary of gambling from July 1, 2017 thru December 31, 2017.
Revenue
Total Gross
Total Prizes
Total Net/Gross Profit

575,155.53
505,970.00
69,185.53

Lawful Purpose
Total Taxes, Fees, and Credits
A01 - 501(c)(3) and (4)
A05 - Scholarships

A08: Monthly State Gambling
A09 - Real Estate Taxes A16 - Utilities - Veteran and
A17 - Veteran Meals and

-250.00
400.00
4500.00
4100.00
713.06
8277.14
1707.00
5418.79
1434.60

Total Lawful Purpose

26300.59

A06 - Military Recognition and
A07 - Youth
A08: Other Taxes on Gambling

Allowable Expenses

Gambling Product, Payroll, Rent, Licenses & Misc Services
Total Allowable Expenses

Start Cash Bank Balance

47632.14
3800.00

Brad Busho, Gambling Manager

Imagination Library
Our Brainerd Elks Lodge #615, began participating 3 years ago, in a Brainerd Lakes Area United Way administrated program that
provides books for families with ”New Born” children through 5 years old. The program is known as “Imagination Library”, and, is a
United States wide program that was started many years ago, by Dolly Parton. Our local United Way organization serves all of
Crow Wing County’s and Southern Cass County’s enrolled families with the Imagination Library age appropriate books. These are
families that cannot otherwise provide reading materials for their children.
The cost of the program to the Elks, is $30.00 per year, per child. This $30.00 cover providing 1 book per month, sent to the child’s
home, with the child’s name on the cover. The need in the Crow Wing County/Southern Cass County area is huge. 2 Years ago,
there were approx. 1,000 children identified and enrolled in the Imagination Library, while, today, there are 2059 children enrolled. Pediatricians at our area hospitals hand out Imagination Library information to all parents of new born babies, and encourage enrollment.
Parents can purchase the Imagination Library reading program. However, the vast number of children receiving the library books
here, receive the books through sponsorships provided by the Brainerd Elks and other general donators. By survey, a surprising
89% of participating parents this past year, rated the received books, as excellent! Another interesting statistic to note, is 95.9% of
parents surveyed, felt that receiving the Imagination Library books and reading with their children, got their child well prepared for
Kindergarten!
Just thought you would like to know a little more about one of the many activities our Brainerd Elks Lodge sponsors and supports
for our area youth. Jim Runberg, PER

PVSAs honor those who give back
The President’s Volunteer Service Award (PVSA) is our country’s premier volunteer awards program, encouraging citizens
to live a life of service through national recognition and presidential gratitude. The award is presented through the office of
the President of the United States of America and the Elks
Drug Awareness Program.
The Elks Drug Awareness Program presents lifetime PVSAs to
adults who have volunteered 4,000 or more hours over their
lifetime. To date, more than 2,000 volunteers nationwide have
been recognized for their service. I feel it is very important to
reward and recognize our Elks and community volunteers. You
do not have to be an Elk to receive this award.
The Youth PVSAs are new to the Elks Drug Awareness Program. The volunteer hours required for a Youth Award
are: Ages 5-10: 75 minimum; Ages 11-15: 100 minimum; Ages
16-25: 250 minimum
These awards are a great opportunity to recognize the amazing volunteer work that the youth of your community are involved in. One great source of potential candidates come from
the students who apply through our various scholarship programs.
The award includes a certificate, a letter from the President of
the United States of America, and a “Challenge Coin” with the
Presidential Seal. The entire cost of this award is funded by the
Elks Drug Awareness Program, through the generosity of the
Elks National Foundation.
The application form, which should be forwarded to your State
Drug Awareness Chairman, is located at https://www.elks.org/
resources/dap/downloads/PVSAYouthApplication.pdf KENT D.
GADE, National Director
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

Attention Members
The Lodge is seeking Lodge officers for the 20182019 Lodge year. Nominations for officer positions will be February 14, with elections held on
March 5. If you have a desire to get involved and
help guide your lodge in the works of Elkdom,
please contact Lorraine Berry, 218-820-6662, an
officer or Past Exalted Ruler before February 7. If
you are asked to fill a position, please give it serious consideration. We would love new, creative
thinking in how best we can serve our community. Thanks.
Elk members are again getting involved in the Good
Sam Bowl XV with a Sharing Our Blessings Silent Auction table at the May 6-7 event. The PER’s are looking
for five items for the bid table. Do you have a worthy
item to donate for the table? You may recall last
spring’s event when 615’s table of items garnered the
highest bid. We should shoot for that level again.

Super Bowl Party! What’s Next?

The Social Committee met again recently to continue discussion on our upcoming Super Bowl
Party, February 4th. Games and prizes will begin
an hour before the game so come early to join in
the festivities. Our buffet dinner will offer a variety
of options, so no one will go hungry. Cost is $5/
person.
On a different note the Club needs helpers
for Tuesday night family dinners
and Thursday burger night. Please consider volunteering.
Is there an interest in another Kentucky Derby
party? Let a committee member know. Members
include Cheri Drake, Cheryl Bailey, Anita Straka,
Lois Steinbauer, Kathy Ludenia, Mel Ziebell and
Kelly Mogenson
Our plan is to team up with Destiny Cruise again
this summer for another fun day on the Lake. Information on this event will follow as plans are finalized.
Once again, we welcome your input.
Social Committee Carol Browne, Chairperson

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

Impact Grant: Open Mic Update

As you may know, Mark Munson, our Elk Brother who had the vision for a youth oriented School
Of Rock and Open Mic Program, died on January 4th, 2018, at 6:24 AM. He died after a 4-year difficult battle with pancreatic cancer. Mark leaves with us a love for music, and a way to pass on this
love for music to our youth, through the MMSOR and Open Mic Program. It is a way for youth to
express themselves through music, by playing musical instruments and through Open Mic performances. The path for expression comes in the form of the 2-week School Of Rock summer program, and the monthly Open Mic Program.
Our Open Mic Committee now has 24 members (19 Elk members, and, 5 interested community
folks). The Committee met on January 3rd, 2018 and we are still in the process of confirming a location for the first Open Mic, firming up Open Mic dates for the 2018 year, start time, etc. Also of
concern, and must be decided yet, is age bracket for the performers, Time slot duration, Categories
for performers (singers, songwriters, poets, instrumentalists), etc. We also must agree on types of
advertising (Instagram, Facebook, email, daily paper, etc.).
So, our Committee will be getting together early in February to answer these questions and keep
the program going forward, hopefully with our 1st Open Mic program to be scheduled for some time
in early March. Please call me at 218-270-2217 if you could help with the Open Mic Program.
Thank you very much,
Jim Runberg, Primary Contact Person for Elk member participation

Elk Members

Advertise Your Business
in the Elkorama!
a business card size Ad
12 issues, $120 per year

Football Challenge

Last August the Elks Football Pick ’Em challenge was offered
online for each of you to enter. Over the course of 17 weeks,
entrants selected their winners and national kept track of wins/
losses. Over 1500 Elks participated in the bragging rights only!
There are no prizes associated with the elks.org Pro Football
Pick 'Em Competition. Jim Van Duyn led all Minnesota players
and ranked 7th Nationally with a 70.83%.
Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the March issue of the
Elkorama will be February 15.
Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge. Thank you.

Memorabilia Needed: Clippings, Pictures
Do you have early history of the Brainerd Elks building? Specifically looking for newspaper
clippings and photos of Brainerd Elks activity, Brainerd Elks building including Gardner Hall,
early Elk activities that may have people (identified) or other memorabilia. Do you have a copy
of the 100th anniversary of Brainerd Elks from the Dispatch, pictures? This is needed before
February 12 for a future Dispatch article. Please identify with name so material can be returned to owner. Drop off at the Lodge or deliver to Jim Van Duyn. Thank you!

Contestants from across the Minnesota Elks Central District met at Lake Region Christian School in Baxter to participate in the annual Hoop Shoot vying for honors to advance to ward the national title. Boys
and girls age 8 to 13 arrived from Alexandria, Brainerd, Hutchinson, Wadena and Willmar for a chance to
participate at the state competition on February 17 in Hutchinson. Fergus Falls was not represented.

Hoop Shoot result from page 1
8-9-year-old Girls: 1st place Leah Maddock, Alexandria 18/25
2nd place Gabi Vaden, Wadena 14/25
Boys: 1st place Nathan Schuman, Hutchinson 23/25
2nd place Gavin Berg, Alexandria 18/25
10-11-year old Girls: 1st place Katie Roste, Hutchinson 13/25
2nd place Addyson Gravelle, Wadena 12/25
Boys: 1st place Kale Misgades, Wadena 22/25
2nd place Colton Farrell, Hutchinson 14/25
12-13-year-old Girls: 1st place Maci Martini, Brainerd 19/25
2nd place Becca Frederick, Wadena 18/25
Boys: 1st place Tyson Misgades, Wadena 24/25
2nd place Isaac Maddock, Alexandria 23/25

Reminder
Sign-up prospective members for
the February 20th
Dinner.

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2017-2018———–
Exalted Ruler………….James Dehen, PER
Leading Knight………..William Kronstedt
Loyal Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Lecturing Knight………Angela Christensen
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....Dennis Benjamin
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Scott Longanecker
2 nd Year Trustee……….Paul McQuaid
3 rd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
4 th Year Trustee………..Sharon Osborne
5 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak

February 2018

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

5:00—7:00 Burgers

4
8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Elks; 3:00
Super Bowl Party

5

11

12

5:00 Trustees
6:30 Lodge meeting

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Eagles
18

19

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the VFW

5:00 Trustees

25

26

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Legion

6:30 Lodge meeting

6 5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night: Prime
Rib Sandwiches by
Herman Wisneski

7

13 5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night: Walleye by Herman
Wisneski

14 All Day Happy
15
Hour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Jan/Feb
drinks; 11:00-1:00
BDay Celebration;
Polish Sausage Lunch
Burgers

All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

20 5:30-7:00 Family 21
Dinner Night: Stuffed
All Day Happy
Pork Loin by Social
Hour 50 cents off all
Committee
drinks;
27

28

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night:

All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

8 3:00 Membership
meeting

Sat
3
1:00 Baxter Bass
meeting

9

10

16

17

Happy 150th Birthday BPOE

Baxter Bass dinner;
State Soccer Shoot in
Hutchinson

23

24

5:00—7:00 Burgers

22
5:00—7:00 Burgers

