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Memorial Service

Remember the 11 o’clock toast? Living or dead, Elks
are never forgotten, never forsaken. On the first Sunday of December, we honor and remember the fellow
Elks who have passed on “beyond the valley of the
shadow of death” during the prior 12 months.
On December 2nd, at Park United Methodist church,
we will have our Elks Memorial Service. It is scheduled for 3:00 and the officers invite you to join us for
this solemn and meaningful tribute. We will be remembering Mark Munson, John McDonald, Norman
Myears, Tom Cooper, Denny Polich, Rodney Heglie,
and Joe Masanz. Please find an hour to remember
our departed members and support their families.
While this note is on a serious topic, I would also be
remiss not to wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. If you or your family are traveling for
the holidays, please be safe. From your Officers,
Trustees, and staff, have a joyous holiday season.
Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, Secretary

Youth On Stage - Open Mic Program

Our Elks November Youth On Stage - Open Mic Program held November 26th, was another fun evening of music. Thank you to our Elks' crew members
who set up the stage equipment and packed it up at
the end of the evening. Thanks also to all the active
Elk supporters of this important program for our
area youth.
As an incentive to help bring in our area youth to
the Open Mic Program, we will have the same
great deal for our youth performers in January. That will be a free cheeseburger with fries,
and, a chance to win a "fabulous" prize if they sign
up online and perform on stage. If they encourage
a friend and the friend performs, they get one more
ticket put in the hat for the nightly prize drawing,
held at the end of that night’s performances.
Please note, that we will not be having a December
Youth on Stage Open Mic program, since Christmas
Eve is the 4th Monday of the month. Our next
Open Mic event will be on January 28th, the 4th
Monday of January 2019, and, will be held at the
Eagles Club, the venue location for our Elks Youth
On Stage - Open Mic program.

We hope to see you there!
Jim Runberg, PER, Co-Director, Youth On
Stage Open Mic Program
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Hoop Shoot

Saturday, December 18, 2018 is the date for our 47th
Annual Hoop-Shoot. The Hoop-Shoot will be held at
Forestview Middle School with the contest beginning at
1:00 p.m. There is a sign-up sheet at the Elks for anyone who is willing to help volunteer with the program.
Please consider helping and please sign-up so we
know who will be there. Your help is greatly appreciated. Again, this is the largest co-ed event for kids in the
nation.
In 1946, Past Grand Exalted Ruler, Frank Hise, from
Corvallis, OR, organized the first hoop shoot contest for
kids, That was 73 years ago. Twenty Eight years later,
in 1972, the 1st National Finals were held in Kansas
City, MO. In 1974, The Elks National Foundation started funding the program. Getty Powell was the 1st National Director of the Hoop Shoot and his 1st order of
business was to allow girls to compete. To this day, any
contestant who shoots a perfect 25/25 score will receive the "Getty Powell Award". In 1975 the Basketball
Hall of Fame, in Springfield, Mass., offered the program
the opportunity to display a plaque inscribed with the
names of all National Champions. The Plaque has been
displayed ever since.
If you are unable to volunteer, try to come to the
Hoop Shoot and watch the excitement as these kids vie
to win their prospective age division. You will really enjoy watching these kids compete.
Contact Dick Lyscio at 851-1753 with any questions
or assistance.

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER
CHOICE OF PRIME RIB OR WALLEYE
French Onion Soup, Baked Potato,
California Blend Vegetable,
Special Dessert
$20 or 2 for $39.95
2 seating’s: 5:00 or 7:00 Sign-Up at
the Bar
Reservations requested by December
26th

Student of the Month

Student of the Month

Seth Jason Holtz, Onamia High School senior is Student of the
Month for October. Ambitiously he plans to degree in political
science then head off to law school.
Seth is a great student here at OHS. He
constantly challenges himself in the classroom by taking a heavy load of college
classes. He is also a great asset to the music program. Seth is not only a fabulous
musician, but he helps the younger band
students become better musicians as well.
Seth is well like by staff and students here
and is an awesome all-around guy here at
Onamia, concedes Brady Hermel, counselor.
As a member of the National Honor Society, he served as vice
president his junior year. Seth has been a band member since 6 th
grade and earned letters in his sophomore and junior years.
Leisure time activities include riding horse, walking in the woods
and playing piano.

Meg Renae Myers, Northland High School senior is Student of
the Month for November. Her dream job would be to work for
the Walt Disney Company. In the meantime, she will attend
Bethel University for business.
Meg is a very hard worker and persistent
when she puts her mind to something.
She will be earning her A.A. degree from
Central Lakes College at the same time
she graduates high school. Meg is a valuable member of the Northland Student
Leadership Team, band, choir, and cross
country team. She is involved in her
church as well. Meg sets the bar high
through her actions for those who follow behind her, states
Scott Peterson, counselor.
Earning the President’s Award for Educational Excellence is one
of Meg’s honors. Being a National Honor Society member is
another honor bestowed. She has also earned the Outstanding
band member award and received a Superior rating in vocal
duet. She is a Knowledge Bowl representative and on the student leadership team. She also participates in basketball.
Needle felting and scrapbooking highlight her leisure time,
while visiting with family, running and singing are treasured
activities.

Student of the Month
Shianne Karoly Cooper, Isle High School senior is Student of the
Month for December. Following
high school, she intends to enroll at
Central Lakes College in the dental
assistant program.
Shi is an outgoing and highly motivated student attending Isle High
School remarks Kate Scherber, counselor. She works hard and does not
hesitate to take the lead when necessary. Shi also helps in our pre-k
classroom during one of her class
periods each day and serves as a
strong role model. We are so proud
of your growth and can’t wait to see
what your future brings, continued
Scherber.
Shi actively participates in the Upward Bound program at both
the local and regional levels. She is a teacher’s assistant and
volunteers in the Early Childhood Family Education program.
This outdoorswoman enjoys hunting, hiking, nature and the outdoors. She has played high school basketball for four years and
balanced her school and work schedules.

Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser
December 4, 2018
5:00 – 7:00 pm
$8.00
Proceeds to Youth on Stage: Open Mic
and Antlers Youth Program
Public Invited

SOCIAL COMMITTEE UPCOMING EVENTS
First thing to be addressed is the Social Committee has decided NOT to have the Cookie Exchange this year. Participation has been dwindling. The same people continue to do all
the work. We need new Blood with new ideas and it just is
not happening.
Upcoming Events:
New Year’s Day Party at the Club with A Bloody Mary Bar
and Food Time will be determined as we finalize this event.
WE ARE GONG TO TRY A CHILI COOKOFF. Contestants will
be given a number. You will vote for your favorite chili. We
ask our contestants to be Creative. Prizes to be awarded
after the Judging. Should be a lot of fun.
Lois is planning on conducting a Chicken Deboning Class. We
have not done this in several years and there is an interest
to do it this year. Limited Class size is 8 people. You will be
responsible for bringing your own knives. Details to follow.
Tentative date has been set for Saturday, March 9, 2019.
What about a Sunday Viking “Dog Day”. There are so many
options to choose from such as,
SKOL DOGS, JALENO POPPER DOGS, BACON WRAPPED
STUFFED DOGS, PRAIRIE DOGS,
Once we have finalized this, we will send an email and have
posters,
Our Thanksgiving Dinner was very good yet disappointing.
We were honoring the Vets and the turnout was down in
numbers.
As always, we welcome your suggestions.
From the Social Committee

ER Message
ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:
DO NOT leave your payment for Elks Lodge dues at the
Elks Club.
DO NOT leave it with the bartender,
DO NOTslide it under the office door,
DO NOT pay it at breakfast,
DO NOT put it in the lock box.
We will not be responsible for payments left there. If
they are left at the Club and we cannot locate them,
you will have to pay again.
DO: Put it in an envelope and mail it to: PO Box 322
DO: A drive by at the post office. You don't even have to
get out of your car!
Dues statements will be mailed out in January, please
pay your dues promptly.
Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen ER

AYCE

Polish Sausage
Sauerkraut, Beans & Bread
$8.00
Wednesday, December 12
11-1:00 pm

IN MEMORIAM
Joseph Masanz
Born-October 16, 1925
Passed AwayOctober 23, 2018
Initiated-June 1, 1974
New Members

“They have passed into the
Light which is beyond the valley of the shadow of death.
The places that have known
them shall know them no
more. But their virtues are
written upon the tablets of
Love and Memory and they
shall be reverenced for all
times as true and faithful
Elks.”

Give our newest Brainerd Elks members an old-fashioned
greeting. Roger and Gloria Johnson are new Baxter area
residents looking for social interaction. They are pictured
with sponsor Sharon Osborne and Exalted Ruler Shannon
Dehen

Attention Bowlers

MN State Elks Bowling Tournament 2019
Alexandria Elks Lodge #1685 Host
February 1-3, 8-10, 15-17, 22-24
At Garden Center Lanes
Entry Fee $30 per event per bowler
Four Person Teams, Doubles, Singles
Registration forms available at Bar

Dictionary Project
Thank you for your generous donation of $2,736 to the Dictionary Project…. Our goal is to reach every 3rd grade student in the US…. Cumulatively, we have been able to reach
an estimated 31,072,137 students. Of these, 7,440 were
sponsored by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. With gratitude,
Mary French, The Dictionary Project.
Dear Grandpa Ramey and Coach Stolski and Brainerd Elks
Lodge #615, thank you once again for the gift of dictionaries for our third graders! They absolutely cherish them and
were thrilled to receive them! Sincerely, Jana Johnson,
Riverside

Committee assignments
Auditing and Accounting

Herman Wisneski

Activities Committee

James Van Duyn

Community Project and Activities

James Van Duyn

Monthly Breakfast

Herman Wisneski

CWC Fair Food Booth

Herman Wisneski

Open Mic: Youth on Stage

Curtis Jendro/James Runberg

Youth Activities

James Van Duyn

Hoop Shoot

Dick Lyscio

Drug Awareness

Barb Arens

Antlers

Angela Christensen

Dictionary Project

James & Shannon Dehen

Scouting

Herman Wisneski

Soccer Shoot
Scholarship & Student of the Month

James VanDuyn/Joseph
VanWie

Fraternal Committee

Herman Wisneski

Americanism

Thomas Borden/Barb Arens

Elks National Foundation

James Dehen

Flag Day

Bill Satre

Elks Memorial Day

Herman Wisneski

Membership

James Van Duyn

Lodge Activities
Veterans Services

James Van Duyn

Accident Prevention

Jack Antolak

PER Association

Bill Bailey

Standing Relief

Lodge Officers

Public Relations

James Van Duyn

Ritualistic

Herman Wisneski

Government Relations

Thomas Borden

Social Committee

Carol Browne

State Major Project
Charity

Raymond Frazier

Auditing and Accounting

Herman Wisneski

As we scan the above assignments, we may feel
drawn to an activity. Talk to our exalted ruler or a
committee chair for more information. Become
involved!

Kudos
Attention ALL Elks! Thank you Volunteers for
all the time and talent you have dedicated into
making Brainerd Lodge great. Renewing your
membership is just a beginning. By patronizing the
club to serving on a committee or becoming an officer YOU are needed. Planning dinners or doing
burgers, social activities planned, and the participation all is appreciated. YOU are among the
Best People on Earth!
It’s GREAT to be an Elk!
It’s even GREATER to be an active Elk!

Why I'm an Elk: Mickey Drinkard
Part Two
When I entered college I pledged a sorority. And while I had A LOT of fun with my sorority sisters, and it was a huge part of my social
life, I embraced the philanthropic aspect of sorority life. I am an AOTT, and our philanthropy is arthritis. We have a partnership with the
Arthritis Foundation. Each year we planned and hosted various events to

raise awareness and money for

the Arthritis Foundation. Additionally, as and active AOTT I participated in and supported the philanthropies of other sororities and
fraternities on campus.
Years after my collegiate days, I visited the Elks lodge. Granted, I was there for a social function, but that night something in me was
stirred... it was my need to be a part of something bigger than myself. It was a need that had been unfulfilled for a long time. That
night as I stood there, I was surrounded by a room full of Elks and their guests, and at 11PM, the music stopped... silence overtook
the room, and everyone in the room joined hands and participated in what I later learned was the Elks 11 O'Clock Toast.
This toast is not a toast of a secret society only to be recited by Elks that know the "secret word" or "secret handshake". Instead, it is a
toast that celebrates Elkdom - - the toast states in part "... Elks are never forgotten, never forsaken." And as the toast concludes, the
Elks pay tribute to those that are no longer living their Earthly life - together Elks say, "To Our Absent Members."
This toast gave me chills. As I stood there, a single, 32 year old woman, in a room full of people, most of whom I did not know, I was
chilled to my very core. Almost to the point of tears. The profoundness and the respect hit me in a way I never expected.
I wanted to know more about the Elks. I began to learn more, and I discovered the origins of the Elks. "It All Began With the Jolly
Corks. Starting as a group of actors and entertainers bent on having fun AND avoiding a New York Excise tax in 1867 (Sundays were
the ‘dry’ day), this convivial group called themselves the Jolly Corks. That same year as

membership grew, some members saw

the vision to become more helpful in the community. Alas, two feuding factions split the group over different philosophies. Fortunately,
the latter faction moved forward with their new ideals and in February of 1868, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks was chartered–and with a great new spirit and direction, began to help Veterans, Scouting,

Scholarships and more–wherever Charity, Jus-

tice and Brotherly Love were needed!" (Courtesy of Elks. org)
Why Elks???? There was a vote taken to decide the name - - "The Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes" vs. "The Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks". The vote was 8 to 7, and the organization became known as the BPOE. The Elk was chosen because members found the "ELK described in a work on Natural History as an animal 'fleet of foot, timorous of doing wrong, but ever ready to combat in defense of self or of the female of the species'. This description appealed to the committee as containing admirable qualities for
emulation by members of a benevolent fraternity and the title "ELK" was incorporated in its report." (Courtesy of Elks. org)
So, now you know how the BPOE came to be. It's an interesting history. But what is the organization that is well over 150 years old
like today, in 2017? Today, we are the premier charitable and patriotic organization in the United States. With over 850,000 members
and over 2,000 lodges nationwide.
The Mission of the Elks is, "To inculcate the principles of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to recognize a belief in God; to
promote the welfare and enhance the happiness of its Members; to quicken the spirit of American patriotism; to cultivate good fellowship; to perpetuate itself as a fraternal organization, and to provide for its government, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of
the United States of America will serve the people and communities through benevolent programs, demonstrating that Elks Care and
Elks Share.
Okay, so in plain English - - the BPOE is often refered to as "The Best People on Earth" plain and simple.
The Elks National Drug Awareness Program is the largest volunteer drug awareness program in the United States. The Elks are committed to eliminating the use and abuse of illegal drugs by all members of society and believe that in order to ensure a bright future for
our country, it is essential that our children be raised in a drug-free environment.
The Elks, through the Elks National Foundation, which was started in 1928 to help Elks build stronger communities invests in communities where Elks live and work. The ENF help youth develop lifelong skills, send students to college, meet the needs of today's veterans, support the charitable work of the state Elks associations, and fund projects that improve the quality of life in local Elks communities.
One of the many projects supported by the ENF is the Most Valuable Student. Ranging from $1,000 per year to $12,500 per year,
Most Valuable Student scholarships are for students pursuing a four-year degree, on a full-time basis (minimum of 12 semester
hours), in a U.S. college or university.
The 20 top finalists will participate in an all expenses paid Leadership Weekend in Chicago during which they’ll interview with the national judges. These 20 finalists will be vying for two first-place awards of $50,000; two second-place awards of $40,000; and two third
-place awards of $30,000. The remaining 14 finalists will receive awards of $20,000. The 480 runners-up will receive fifth-place scholarships of $4,000. That is a total of $2,440,000.00 in scholarship money!!!
In addition to national winners, local lodges will award scholarships to winners from their lodge. Many lodges also raise additional
funds at the local level and award their own scholarship seperate and apart from the ENF.
Elks are also helping those that served our country. The Elks National Veterans Service Commission was established in 1946, immediately after World War II, with the sole mission of serving our nation’s veterans. Though much has changed since then, the Elks’ dedication to serve veterans and military members in need has never wavered. In VA clinics, veterans’ homes, USOs, homeless shelters
and more, thousands of Elks volunteers give generously of their time, energy and resources to serve veterans and military members
each year. (Continued on next page)

The Elks are committed to their mission,“So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.” The Veterans Service Commission takes that pledge one step further, and promises service to our nation's veterans and military members, with a special
focus on service to those in need.
September 2015, the Elks entered into a partnership with the VA. Together, we pledged to end veteran homelessness. This may seem like a lofty
goal, but it is possible. At the Grand Lodge convention in Houston it was announced that the Elks National Veterans Service Commission would be
devoting One-Million Dollars per year for the next four years to helping end veteran homelessness.
These are just a few of the projects that Elks are involved in on a national level. There are many, many, more - Hoop Shoot, Dictionary Project, and
Scouting to name a few. Additionally, the ENF allows local lodges to apply for grants to continue projects in the lodge's community.
So, why have I rambled on and on about the Elks? I have come to realize this year, especially, in my role as E.R. of my local lodge, that even though
the BPOE is over 150 years old, over 850,000 members strong, and is a premier charitable organization that puts millions of dollars into our communities each year, most people have NO IDEA that the Elks exist, or what the Elks actually do. Sadly, some members of the BPOE don't even know.
I have heard things said about the Elks like, "it's a nice place to go to buy cheap drinks"... "the Elks have great parties" ... "the Elks are a bunch of
party folks that like to drink." I have heard A LOT about the social aspect of the organization and a lot less about the charitable aspects of the organization.
I decided that today would be the day that I take the opportunity, long winded as it may be, to educate my friends about the Elks and why I am proud
to say that I am a member of the organization.
I am proud to be a part of an organization that is rich in tradition and maintains a mission to promote Charity, Justice, Fidelity, and Brother Love. I am
proud to be a part of an organization that appreciates and remembers those members that are no longer with us. I am proud to be a part of an organization that supports not only our youth, but supports those that came before us to fight to protect our freedoms. I am proud to be a part of something
larger than myself. I am proud to have an outlet to help my fellow man - young and old alike. I am proud to be one of the Best People On Earth.
So, now you know why I'm an ELK!

Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the January issue
of the Elkorama will be December 15. Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge. Thank
you.
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

December Birthdays
Here's wishing all our members with a December
Birthday, a Healthy and Happy "Special Day".
01 Krueger, Patrick
01 Schmutzer, Mark
02 Bedard, Tom
03 Caswell, Bert
03 Hickerson, Perry (Jack) John
03 Stiles, Kenneth
07 Pecarich, John
10 Extrand, Adam
12 Krueger, John
15 Soper, Harold G
16 Worwa, Bryan Wayne
17 Brenny, Joseph
17 Larson, W Andrew
25 Smith, David C
26 Henderson, Thomas
26 Isebrand, Bruce K
28 Schroeder, Loran
28 Schroeml, Shirley
29 Kriha, George
30 Extrand, Charles
30 Waby, Richard

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

Comment
I am happy to tell you that The Benevolent & Protective
Order of Elks was chosen for the 2018 Best of Brainerd
Awards in the category of Nonprofit Institutions. The Best
of Brainerd Award was created to acknowledge the best
businesses in our community.
For additional information please visit us at:
https://brainerd.business-supporter.org/MDKMV-UBKXZFPP
If needed for reference - your code is: DKMV-UBKX-ZFPP
Congratulations,
Blake Thompson
Best of Brainerd Awards
Gaby Haire, 2015-2019 Elks National Foundation MVS scholarship recipient will participate in the 2019 Winter Elks ScholarService Trip to Biloxi, MS January 6-12.

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2018-2019———–
Exalted Ruler………….Shannon Dehen
Leading Knight………..Dan Graven
Loyal Knight…………..Carol Browne
Lecturing Knight………Dennis Benjamin
Secretary…………….…James Dehen, PER
Treasurer……………....Herman Wisneski, PER
Esquire…………...…Dick Lyscio, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Paul McQuaid
2 nd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
3 rd Year Trustee……….Sharon Osborne
4 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak
5 th Year Trustee………..Scott Longanecker

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2 8:00-12:00 Break- 3
fast @ the Elks
5:00 Trustees;
3:00 Vikings @ Patri6:30 Lodge
ots

4 5:30-7:00 Family

5 All Day Happy

Dinner Night: Spaghetti Fundraiser by
Antlers

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

9

10

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Eagles

16 8:00-12:00

17

6 5:00-7:00 Burgers

7

8

11 5:30-7:00 Family 12 All Day Happy

13 5:00-7:00 Burg-

14 5:00 St Cloud

15

Dinner Night: Penne
with Swanfredo
Sauce by Tom Swanson

ers

Vets Bingo

21

22

28

29

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

18 5:30-7:00 Family 19 All Day Happy

20 5:00-7:00 Burg-

Breakfast @ the
5:00 Trustees;
VFW 11:30 Dolphins
6:30 Lodge
@ Vikings

Dinner Night; Country Style Ribs by Bill
Bongs

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

ers

23 8:00-12:00

25
CHRISTMAS

26 All Day Happy

27 5:00-7:00 Burg-

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

ers

24

Breakfast @ the
Legion 11:30 Vikings @ Lions

30 8:00-12:00
Breakfast @ the
VFW 11:30 Bears @
Vikings

31 5:00 & 7:00
pm New
Year’s Eve
Dinner

12:00-3:00 Hoop
Shoot

