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ER Report
Welcome to December. I know it is a busy time, but I want to hit a few items to keep in mind. The first Sunday is the
date for the annual Elk’s Memorial Service where we remember and honor our members who have pass away over
the prior twelve months. Please watch for the details to be able take time to attend this special and
moving ritual.
The 150th birthday for our Order is next February so please look for ways
to help celebrate this event. There will be dinner in February and a celebration in the summer for those who are south of the Mason-Dixon line
for the winter. Please consider getting involved and helping with these
event, we can always use another helping hand.
April will be here before we know it and that is the beginning of the Elk year. Please
consider ways you can be involved in our Lodge and Club. We are always looking for
officers and committee members so if you have an area of interest, please ask one of
the Officers or Trustees about your options.
It is the Yule season and please have a safe and enjoyable holiday with friends and families. If traveling, be safe, and if they are coming to you may they also have a safe journey. Also, if you don’t want to cook for New Year’s Eve, remember that the Club has a prime rib dinner and it is a nice
way to enjoy the evening.
Finally, from my family and me, have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, ER Brainerd #615

Impact Grant Awarded...To Develop Open Mic Program

Recently we heard from the National Elks Organization that the Impact Grant we applied for was
granted. We will be receiving $10,000. towards the development and implementation of the Open
Mic Program we have been talking about. For those of you not familiar with the Open Mic Program, I
will lay it out for you.
The Open Mic Program will be a non-alcoholic venue put on approximately every 2 weeks, where
area students can perform their musical talents in front of a live audience of their family and
friends. This experience is a tremendous confidence builder and really helps improve their musical
ability and gives them the confidence they need for other projects in their lives. Whether it's their
newly formed rock band they developed this summer at the School of Rock or in their own garage, a
brass quartet practicing for state competition, a guitar soloist singing his or her original songs, a duet of vocalists or a string quartet just practicing for an upcoming concert. The grant funds will be
used to purchase a mobile stage full of equipment, to include at least 1 keyboard, 1 set of acoustic
drums, a complete PA system with monitors, mics and a digital mixer, guitar amps, bass amps to
include guitars and bass, plus the necessary music and mic stands, etc. The equipment will be
stored in a nice secure trailer, to be moved to the venue (which location may vary depending on demand) every couple of weeks. In addition to the performing students, there will also be a chance for
some students to participate in equipment stage management. Since most musicians have a lot of
difficulty in setting up and running a sound system, we plan to have some people knowledgeable in those fields at the venues to help teach students and other interested people learn how to run
the equipment. The digital mixer, snakes and remote electronic pads and associated equipment will
be the latest state of the art available so students can have a great learning experience. Over the
next several weeks, we will be having some organizational meetings to get everyone's ideas on how
to run this Open Mic Program. We have had some input to date, but could use a lot more, so this
program gets off the ground right and provides the students the experiences we are talking about.
(Continued on Page 3)

Elks Annual

BAKE SALE
Saturday, December 2
Noon—Deliver ‘da Goodies
Candies, cookies, breads, lefsa, pies….
Friday after 5 or before 11 Saturday
Student of the Month: Shalanaree Thatcher

Student of the Month: Alex Kraus
Alex Christopher Kraus, Little Falls Community High School
Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for November
2017. Joining the Air Force Security Forces are his immediate
plans.
Alex has been chosen for this award based on the tremendous leadership he has shown throughout his high school
career. He leads by example. He demonstrates Flyer Pride
(respect, responsibility, positive attitude, and safety) everyday as Alex serves as a role model on how a young man
should conduct himself in life. Alex has been very involved in
drama, speech and theater during his four years of school.
He loves the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing. Alex’s
future plans follow a family tradition of military service as he
enlisted in the United States Air Force, reports Kolbi Grant,
counselor.
Extracurricular school activities include choir, speech, lifting,
football, fall play, one-act play and a musical. Alex has received an All-Conference Best Actor award. He is a supervisor at a local catering business. Leisure time activities include hunting and exercising.

Secretary’s Report

The following members have not paid dues for the 2017-2018
year. I am not able to get a hold of any of them by mail, phone
calls or email. If you have contact with any of these members,
please have them call or email me. Thank you, Shannon Dehen 218-820-1689 sddehen@aol.com
Stephen Busch
Lisa Haberman
Denise Jepsen
Roy Ployhar
David Reed
Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen

Shalanaree Towana Thatcher, Pequot Lakes High
School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month
for December 2017. To become an elementary teacher is in her future sight.
Shalanaree is the hardest working student I have
encountered, said LaVonne Murray, counselor. Adding she has overcome so many obstacles that most
of us would have allowed to be permanent barriers,
but instead she has addressed them and become a
better person because of her experiences. She is a
well deserving student and I wish her the best!
This young lady has participated in seven years of
band and marching band, four years in pep band,
six years in choir and was an actress in a play. She
also received a Superior rating in triple trio plus lettering in band and choir.
She was a member of SADD when she lived in Sauk
Rapids. Her out of school activity is dance having 13
years’ experience. She also volunteers at Kids
Against Hunger. In her summers Shalanaree works
at a local retail store.
When she finds leisure time, Shalanaree likes reading, baking, dance, singing, swimming, biking, walking, fishing, boating, babysitting, playing cards,
movies and just being with friends.
Future schooling plans include two years at Central
Lakes College than transfer to another college for
her elementary education degree.

Student of the Month: Andrea Hines
Andrea Grace Hines, Brainerd Area Education Center
School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for
December 2017. Future education plans include attending
college to become an OBGYN nurse.
Her counselor said she is the perfect example of perseverance. Andrea has struggled with school and attendance in
the past. With determination and grit, she’s reaching the
end of her high school career. Andrea had a baby, overcame her attendance and school struggles and with continued hard work will graduate on-time, reports Jami
Kraushaar, counselor.
Andrea spends time with her daughter when she’s not at
school or working her hospital shift.

Youth Camp Raffle results

Membership

Congratulations to the following Lodges for selling their
allotted number of youth camp raffle tickets (and more)
before the deadline. They earned bonuses that will be
applied to their Youth Camp Assessments of five dollars
per member for Lodge year 2018-2019. Total bonus
amount was $14,750.00. Brainerd Lodge received $1,000.
Keith Moen of Thief River Falls was the overall winner of

Membership drive

3 AND Free!

$8,000. Brainerd winners included Stewert Mills $ 500.00; Carl
Knutson $ 500.00; Bordon, Knutson, Steinbauer, Krueger $
500.00; Jim & Shannon Dehen $ 500.00; and Ray Frazer $
200.00. see mnelks.org for full details

London Football Game

It was a packed house at Elks Lodge #615 for the Minnesota Vikings versus Cleveland Browns football game
in London on October 29. Over 35 Elks members and
guests got out of the house early to come enjoy the
game. Since game time was 8:30 a.m., we turned our
normal Sunday "Football Buffet" of chicken wings,
chips, chili, etc. into an "all you can eat" breakfast/
brunch extravaganza complete with blueberry pancakes,
bacon & sausage, egg bakes, fruit and variety of pastries. We even had a build your own Bloody Mary Bar
and Mimosa cocktails. The group cheered the Vikings
on to victory and most stayed until the end enjoying the
comradery and prizes at the end of each quarter.
Thanks to Chris Anderson for coordinating the details.
For those who may be interested, we have a game party
whenever the Vikings play on Sunday afternoons.
Bring a dish to share with the group or enjoy the buffet
for just $5.00. The bar has "happy hour" prices during
the game. Also, mark your calendars for the annual
Super Bowl party. This year it will be on Sunday, February 4, 2018, at US Bank Stadium in Minneapolis.
There will be great food and lots of prizes. Who knows
---maybe we will see the Vikings play in their own stadium for the SUPER BOWL.

Social Committee

Reminder: Annual Bake Sale is Saturday, December
2nd. Please bring donated goodies or crafts to Elks
Lodge either Friday night or
by 11:00Saturday Morning. Hope for another successful year.
Plans are in the works for our upcoming Super Bowl
event. We plan to make this a fun and exciting
time. Please mark your calendars for Sunday, February 5,2018
. More details to follow.
If anyone has a suggestion for needed items in the
Kitchen please let Carol know. 3
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Questions?

December Birthdays
01 Krueger, Patrick M
01 Schmutzer, Mark
02 Bedard, Tom
03 Caswell, Bert
03 Hickerson, Perry (Jack)
John
03 Stiles, Kenneth A
07 Pecarich, John
10 Extrand, Adam T
12 Krueger, John
15 Soper, Harold G

17 Brenny, Joseph
17 Larson, W Andrew
25 Smith, David C
26 Busch, Stephen A
26 Henderson, Thomas W
26 Isebrand, Bruce K
28 Schroeder, Loran
28 Schroeml, Shirley
29 Kriha, George
30 Extrand, Charles
30 Waby, Richard

Thank You

To the Elks Lodge: Thank you for everything the Elks
Organization did to support me and Bob’s family recently. The ceremony after the funeral service was very
moving and I was glad his children were able to witness
it. It made them very proud. Thank you also for the use
of your facility and for the supportive presence of so
many Elk members. The Club did much to make us
welcome when we moved to Brainerd and we treasured
the friendships we made there. I am forwarding to you
one check made out to the Youth Camp plus a personal
check which represents the generous contributions lovingly made to me by members of the Elks Club. Please
use the money to support whichever of your programs
you think best. Sincerely, Jean Tusler.
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Gambling Report
Greetings fellow Elks,
Gambling has been doing extremely well all summer
and into the fall. It is starting to slow down some
now, but that is normal for this time of year. Being
that the reporting for gambling’s deadline is the 20th
of the month for the previous month’s activity, the
only information I have now for the Elkorama is for
Septembers activity. For September, gambling had
gross receipts of $111711.00 and netted $12082.00.
Lawful purpose expenditures for the month totaled
$7698.80. These were paid to various things like
Central Lakes College scholarships, Boy Scouts of
America, the club’s real estate taxes and utilities.
Even though after paying these things and paying
operating costs we ended losing about $600 for the
month, the big picture is great and we are making
money which makes it possible to make some significant donations to many different things. We are
again on pace to donate over 50% of our gross
profits which will give us a 5-star rating which is the
highest one can get. The gambling year is different
from the Elks calendar year and runs July thru June.
So just to let all of you know that I will be giving a
gambling report two times a year. This will give everyone a good idea how gambling is doing and where
the money is going. So, look for an article in the February Elkorama and in the August Elkorama.
Brad Busho, Gambling manager, Brainerd Elks Lodge
#615

WANTED
LEADERSHIP COORDINATOR
Volunteer(s) sought to coordinate the
overall
th
150 BPOE Celebration
See Jim Runberg or Jim Van Duyn

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

Dictionary Project

Left: Another class of happy third graders receiving a free
dictionary. St. Francis of the Lakes in Mrs. Gangestad’s
and Mrs. Johnson’s classes were presented by Elk member and former St Francis student Jack Hickerson.

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER
CHOICE OF
PRIME RIB OR WALLEYE

Below: Cuyuna Range Elementary School third graders
show their new dictionary presented by Elk members Gary
Syvertson and Rod Heglie. Other schools receiving dictionaries from Brainerd Elks Lodge members included
Aitkin, McGregor, Remer (Northland School), Isle, Onamia, Pillager, Crosslake, Discovery Woods Montessori,
Harrison, Baxter, Lowell, Garfield, Riverside, Oak St
Christian School and Lake Region Christian School.

2 seatings: 5:30 or 7:00
Sign-Up at the Bar
Elk Members

Advertise Your Business
in the Elkorama!
a business card size Ad
12 issues, $120 per year

Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the January issue of the
Elkorama will be December 15.
Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge. Thank you.

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2017-2018———–
Exalted Ruler………….James Dehen, PER
Leading Knight………..William Kronstedt
Loyal Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Lecturing Knight………Angela Christensen
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....Dennis Benjamin
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Scott Longanecker
2 nd Year Trustee……….Paul McQuaid
3 rd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
4 th Year Trustee………..Sharon Osborne
5 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak

December 2017

Sun

Mon

Tue

3 8:00-12:00 Breakfast @ the Elks;
11:30 Vikes @ Falcons; 1:00 Antlers @
Brickhouse Pizza

4

5

5:00 Trustees; 6:30
Lodge

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night: Pot
Roast with Fixings
by Bruce & Kelly
Mogensoen

10 8:00– Noon
Breakfast @ the
Eagles; 11:30 Vikes
@ Panthers

11

17 8:00– Noon
Breakfast @ the
VFW; 11:30 Bengals
@ Vikes; 1:00 Antlers @ Brickhouse
Pizza
24 8:00– Noon
Breakfast @ the
Legion
31 8:00– Noon
Breakfast @ the
VFW; 11:30 Bears @
Vikes

Wed

6 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks
3:00 PER meeting

Thu

1

Fri

7

5:00 until gone Friday Night Warm Up
8

3:00 150th Celebration meeting

5:00 until gone Friday Night Warm Up

5:00—7:00 Burgers

2

Sat

12:00 Bake Sale
9 12:00 Hoop Shoot
@ Forestview; 4:006:00 Birthday Party
for Nov-Dec Member B-daysNoon-2:00
Antlers meeting

12 5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night: Spaghetti by Antlers School of Rock;
music by Taylor
Brothers

13 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks; 11:00—1:00
Polish Sausage
Lunch

14

15

16

5:00—7:00 Burgers

5:00 until gone Friday Night Warm Up

11:00 Wreaths for the
Fallen @ Camp
Ripley

18

19

20

21

22

23

5:00 Trustees

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night: by
Social Committee

All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks

5:00—7:00 Burgers

5:00 until gone Friday Night Warm Up

6:00 pm Vikes @
Packers

25

26

27

28

29

30

CHRISTMAS

NO DINNER

All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks

5:00—7:00 Burgers

5:00 until gone Friday Night Warm Up

New Year’s Eve
Dinner—2 Seatings
5:30 or 7:00 Choice
of Prime Rib or

Walleye Sign up at
the Bar

6:30 Lodge

