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ER Message

We made it back from San Antonio, where it was very hot and
humid, but I guess it was hot and humid here too. The National Convention is always fun to go to and there are
lots of interesting workshops to attend. The flag
ceremony at the opening session is impressive,
where each state president carries in their state
flag. If you have not been to one of these conventions, you should consider it in the future. Next
year’s convention is in St. Louis, Missouri June 30 July 3rd. It is fun to see what other lodges across
the nation are doing and exchange ideas with other people. It
is also a great way to see a different part of the country.
Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen ER

New Elks year: a new donation goal
Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler MICHAEL T. LUHR
I am gratified and humbled to have been chosen as the National President
of an organization that does so much for communities all across this great
land. The hard work of every Local Lodge Member is what makes our
charitable work possible, which is why I chose the theme “Working Together to Make a Difference” for this exciting new Elks year.
As Elks, we are all working toward a common goal, whether it be Lodge
Members giving back to their communities, strengthening a charitable
organization through a State Association’s Major Project, or enriching a
life because of a Grand Lodge Program. These are the ways we truly make
a difference in people’s lives.
This year, I have set the ENF donation goal at $4.75 per Member. I encourage everyone to donate. When you give back to the ENF, Lodges
throughout the country are able to take advantage of the numerous charitable opportunities it provides. The difference your Lodge can make in
your community is more than doubled by taking advantage of these incredible opportunities.
.I also encourage you to take a hard look at the programs and contributions your Local Lodge makes to your community. Is your community
aware of the impact your Lodge makes on the lives of people living in
your town? Are your contributions meeting your goals? Are you making
the most of the ENF grants offered through Grand Lodge?
The Elks provide the perfect opportunity to get involved in projects that
benefit the community while enjoying the personal rewards that come
from unselfishly giving back. Best of all, we reap the rewards of benevolence while enjoying the camaraderie of our families and closest friends.
Make sure that both current and prospective Members are aware of the
good work you’re doing in your community. Provide them with a wellmaintained, inviting, and fun place to socialize. Not only will your Lodge
grow, but you’ll also find more people eager to volunteer.
Barb and I are looking forward to our travels across the United States to
see the great work you’re doing in your Local Lodges and State Associations. Most of all, we are looking forward to meeting all of the amazing
Elks who are so dedicated to our grand organization. Hope to see you
soon.

August 2018

Hey Pardners, Brainerd Elks 615 NEEDS
your help!

As noted elsewhere in this newsletter multiple activities continue to happen at the Lodge, Club,
Community and your continued support is necessary. THANK YOU for volunteering. Will you commit to support the following?
FAMILY DAY AT YOUTH CAMP—NEED coordinator for activities, young and older. This annual Family Dinner Night needs to be expanded
and rejuvenated. Ideas like pontoon rides, climbing
wall, cribbage tourney, bingo, wagon rides, bean
bag toss, favorite games and new ideas. Encourage
all ages to SEE the camp and enjoy some ELKS
FAMILY togetherness. It will be our Lodge Birthday Party of 118 years. Date of event will be August
21 from 1:00 p.m. through campfire time. Bring the
family and friends!
2ND THURSDAY HAPPY HOUR FOR A
CAUSE at Prairie Bay on August 9 from 5-7
p.m. Prairie Bay provides a variety of light Hors
d’oeuvres and Cash Wise provides a wide variety of
samples. Come out, support this fundraiser for
our Lodge.
TWO EDUCATOR DINNERS. Wednesday, September 19 and 26. Volunteer to help organize literature, food prep, serve and WELKome our
guests. RSVP to Sharon Osborne ozbaxter@charter.net
RECRUIT, RECRUIT, RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS! I know, I know it’s like beating a dead
horse but the only thing we can do is lead live ones
to water… Have you considered inviting your
spouse to join or encouraged a widow or widower
the same option? Minnesota Elks has the 3 and
Free (3 new or reinstated members and next year’s
dues are free) program and receive a pin from national or initiate 11 new members to earn a watch.
Oh, one last thing, ATTEND THE MID-YEAR
CONVENTION AT BREEZY POINT, October
19-20! Hopkins Lodge 2221 is the host. We entered
a contest to see what group of lodges can get the
most attendees. Winner will receive oversized
games and more.

Community Breakfast

In 2005 a group of the Past Exalted Ruler group from
our lodge decided to have an on-going fundraiser for
the group. After much searching it was decided to
serve a breakfast on
the months that had 5
Sundays. Since the
Moose, Eagles, VFW
and American Legion
were having a breakfast on the other 4
th
Sundays that left only the 5 Sunday of the month
available for our fundraiser. There are only 4 5th Sunday months in a year so that meant the workload was
not that much. We started the breakfasts as buffets
and used the Moose lodge room as our serving area.
We had pancakes, scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage
and toast on the steam table. We served from 8:00
am to noon. We cooked in our kitchen and took it
over to the Moose room. The first few times was not
a great success, but we kept on going. In 2010 the
Moose closed its doors and the PER’s decided to
take the Moose’s position in the breakfast schedule
that meant we took over the 1st Sunday time spot. At
the same time Yesterday’s Gone bought the Moose
property and we lost our space for a buffet. After
much discussion it was decided that we needed to
change our menu and go to a cook to order type
breakfast with a limited menu. What we are using
now is that menu. We have kept something constant
from the time we started to the present time; that is
Doug Johnson’s caramel rolls. Doug delivers the
rolls to the club by 6:30 am on the morning of the
breakfast. Thank you, Doug.
We still do a 5th Sunday breakfast but only once a
year. The 4 remaining organizations Elks, Eagles,
VFW and American Legion share the 4 5th Sundays
each one getting 1 5th Sunday a year. We also make
certain that all the breakfasts are listed in our respective calendars for the month.
There have been a vast number of Elks, Spouses and
Friends who have worked the breakfasts over the
years. We are always looking for younger help since
the people who are working are not getting any
younger. We serve from 7:30 am to noon. If you
want to help serve, cook or cleanup let any officer or
PER know and we will find a job.

August Birthdays
Here's wishing all our members with an August Birthday, a
Healthy and Happy "Special Day".
01 Buxton, Bruce R
01 Dudding, Joseph
02 Ward, John E
03 Larson, Myron D
04 Bellock, Harry D
04 Miles, Richard
04 Nelson, Terrence
05 Johnson, Douglas
06 O'Day, Charles
08 Charpentier, Raymond
08 Verkennes, Robert
12 Stolski, Ron
13 Johnson, Gerald L
14 Graven, Daniel J
16 Hartmann, Jeffrey R

16 Person, John W
16 Traut, Thomas E
18 Ziebell, Michael
19 Embretson, Lorraine E
23 Enger, Charles W
23 Gutzman, Wayne A
24 Lambert, Jan
24 Micko, Kenneth C
25 Frisch, Raymond
28 Anderson, Alan L
28 Anderson, Roland
28 Dehen, Shannon
28 Labouliere, John O
30 Karlgaard, Donald C

Destiny Cruise
We will meet at the boat landing across from Ernies
at 12:30 on Sunday, August 19, 2018.
Three-hour Cruise from 1-4 PM
LIVE Music with complimentary
Nacho bar.
Full cash bar with 5 flavors of Margaritas.
Signup sheet at the Bar.
30 tickets have been reserved on
a first come, first serve basis.
Cost will be $29.50 and ticket requests will be based on
Availability.
Please join us for relaxing and fun afternoon.
Social Committee, Carol Browne, Chairperson

Active Antlers

Antlers had tons of fun in the 4th of July Parade, capped
off with a beach party on Saturday. Busyness continued
as they helped monitor
bounce houses and more
at Garrison Play Days.
They will fill Drug Awareness Trailer shifts at the
Crow Wing County Fair.
Do you have a child,
grandchild or
neighbor
between ages 12 and 20
that would be interested in
promoting family, patriotism and service to mankind?
Contact Angela Christensen angie2short@gmail.com.

Thank You

Legionville school safety patrol.
Disabled American Vets.
Jack Mehaffey for Flag Day ceremony.
Brainerd Sports Boosters.
United Way.
Good Samaritan to the Antlers.
Pillager Grad Blast.
Pequot Lakes Head Blast.
Morgan Rohloff and Lexi Koland for scholarships.
Quilt of Valor recipient gave thank you to Bill Bailey.

2018 Camping Schedule
Session 7: Elks Kids & Grandkids Week July 29 -August 4
Elks Family Camp: August 10—12

See Dick Lyscio for tickets

Get Acquainted

Calling all members. This is an opportunity to become
acquainted with members of the Best People on Earth,
State Soccer Shoot Out: August 24—26
it’s time to hold down the “fort” (food booth) at the
Crow Wing County Fair. Volunteer to serve up “Fair
ENF Works!
Food”, meet new people, make friends.
Here are some descriptions for the fancy labeled posiFor every dollar given to the Elks we received $1.90 in return.
tions available. Kitchen: Hot Dogs, Chili Dogs, Coney
Brainerd Elks was awarded $18,000 for youth and veterans in
Dogs, Spud 1 and Spud 2, Cheezy Fries. All these orders
2017-2018 from the various grants offered by the Elks Nationare clearly described as how to make the order. No job
al Foundation.
is that tricky or hard it is just fast at times and can be
somewhat hectic. But it is a lot of fun and is interesting.
August Secretary Report
“The Grill Cooker is responsible for grilling the burgGreetings members all. Short summer note because we all have a
ers that are grilled directly from the freezer and making
lot going on. I have two items for this note. The first is from Grand the burgers, double burgers, cheeseburgers and double
cheeseburgers.
Lodge- Herman, Shannon, and I had a great time in San Antonio
and it was a great meeting. If you haven’t been to San Antonio, it’s The Grill Helper makes the burger baskets, orders the
food that the kitchen makes, sets up orders that the
a worthwhile journey. The item I wanted to mention was memberwaiters and waitresses have put on the order wheel.
ship. Sound like a broken record? Sorry but if we don’t start to reThe Fryer cook is responsible for making the French
build our local membership, the Lodge will wither away. On a nafries and onion rings in the proper amount and at the
tional level, we were down around 4,000, the smallest net and per- proper time.
centage loss in 25 years. A slight bright spot is that nationally there The Drug Awareness Trailer will be open and in
were around 7,00 people waiting to be initiated. We almost made need of volunteers to hand out literature, share with
passers by what the Brainerd Elks Lodge members do.
it! The other is a reminder and thank you to all for the work that
Maybe you want to try on Elroy the Elk to create some
the Lodge will be doing at the Crow Wing County Fair. It is one of
additional interest.
our largest fundraisers and a great time to work with and get to
Sign up at the lodge or stop at the booth and offer your
know some special high fine arts students. Thank you ahead of
time.
time for your efforts. Please have a continued great and safe summer. Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, Secretary

Celebrate Good Times, C’mon!

Great news! Our Freedom Grant application of $2,000 has been approved by the Elks National Veterans Service Commission. Now it’s time for your help.
As a committee visiting with area Veteran Service Officers and Minnesota Military Family Assistance Center coordinator for the five-county area of Brainerd Elks jurisdiction a
grant proposing Elks purchase groceries and deliver them to needy veterans
and/or active duty military member who have been identified by the group on
an as needed basis. Brainerd Elks Lodge members would shop for and deliver to
the veteran.
Upon recommendation from the VSO, Elks members will contact the needy veteran to determine family size and special needs before purchasing and delivering a one-week supply of healthful and nutritious foods to the family.
The committee is looking for your help. Are you one of the thrifty shoppers that would volunteer to
buy groceries from a list and deliver to the needy veteran? Or, are you a member who would deliver
the goods? Volunteers would return receipts, time and mileage to the grant coordinator, who would
then do final paperwork. Contact Jim Van Duyn jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or 218.838.6529.
Congratulations! Your Lodge's 2018-19 Promise Grant application has been approved! Brainerd area youth will continue to receive at least two meals per month from this generous
$2,500 Elks National Foundation grant. As a community partner with The Shop,
Brainerd Elks Lodge members continue to feed 50-60 youth who are hungry. Twice
each month area youth will benefit by eating nutritious free meals at The Shop. Elk
members will prepare and deliver hamburgers once or twice each month and in
partnership with UCC church a meal will be prepared by volunteer youth, UCC
members and Elks and served at the youth center.
Are you one of those hamburger fryers that would enjoy cooking up some good food for our youth?
Do you know your way around a kitchen and can teach youth how to prepare a meal for 50-60 other
youth? Volunteers would return receipts, time and mileage to the grant coordinator, who would
then do final paperwork. Contact Scott Longanecker waterscott@hotmail.com or 218.829.7507.
Congratulations! Your Lodge's 2018-19 Beacon Grant application has been approved! This is also a
fifth-year renewal grant of $2,000 from the ENF. This grant provides veterans, active military, Reserves or a military family once weekly dinner, our traditional Tuesday Family Dinner Night, at the
Brainerd Elks Lodge. Veterans enrolled at Central Lakes College or recommended by the Reserve
officer, Crow Wing County VSO or Minnesota Military Family Assistance Center coordinator will be
welcomed.
Elk members volunteer to be chefs, serve meals and table hosts. We want you to be a volunteer?
Contact Jim Van Duyn jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or 218.838.6529.
New Year, New Deadlines—ENF Community Investment Program grant deadlines have changed.
All grant applications will be open July 1, 2018 and close by December 31, 2018. We now have until
the end of the Lodge year, March 31, 2019 to use grant funds. Our committee will continue to use
the Gratitude grant for 3rd grade dictionaries. The Impact grant (Youth on Stage) will go through
the reapplication process. The Anniversary grant remains open. Do you have a non-profit cause to
celebrate? Please share with the committee. Contact Jim Van Duyn jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or
218.838.6529.

Scholarship Time
Do you have a graduating high school senior in your family this year? The 2019 Most Valuable Student scholarship contest is open
to any high school senior who is a US Citizen. Applicants will be judged on scholarship, leadership, and financial need.
The 2019 MVS application will be available starting August 15, 2018. The deadline for applications is November 15, 2018.
The Emergency Educational Grant program provides financial assistance to children of deceased or
totally disabled Elks, who wish to obtain or further their college education.
Grant amounts are based on the information submitted in the application and can range up to $4,000.
The grant is for one year only; however, the student may submit up to three annual renewal applications
for succeeding years if he or she meets all other eligibility requirements. New and renewal applications
should be filed between May 1 and October 31. Incomplete or late applications will not be considered.

Elks Central District Soccer Shoot

Five Brainerd area youth shined at the Central District
Soccer Shoot in Baxter on July 21st.
The Brainerd Lodge was the only District Elks Lodge that
sent kids to the District level. Regardless
of no competition, the kids still took it seriously and
scored very well. These 5 kids will represent
Brainerd Elks very well at the State Soccer Shoot on August 25th at the Elks Youth Camp. I
encourage any Elk members to come to the soccer shoot
on Sat., Aug. 25th, at 10:30 a.m. to
support & cheer these kids on.
Representing Brainerd Elks are:
7 - under - Kaylie Glas
8-9yr.old - Rya Glas (returning champion)
Oliver Kelm
10-11yr.old - Corgan Kelm
12-13yr.old - Wyatt Glas

Committee assignments
Auditing and Accounting
Activities Committee
Community Project and Activities
Monthly Breakfast
CWC Fair Food Booth
Open Mic: Youth on Stage
Youth Activities
Hoop Shoot
Drug Awareness
Antlers
Dictionary Project
Scouting

Herman Wisneski
James Van Duyn
James Van Duyn
Herman Wisneski
Herman Wisneski
Curtis Jendro/James Runberg
James Van Duyn
Dick Lyscio
Barb Arens
Angela Christensen
James & Shannon Dehen
Herman Wisneski

Soccer Shoot
Scholarship & Student of the Month
Fraternal Committee
Americanism
Elks National Foundation
Flag Day
Elks Memorial Day
Membership

James Van Duyn/Joseph VanWie
Herman Wisneski
Thomas Borden/Barb Arens
James Dehen
Bill Satre
Herman Wisneski
James Van Duyn

Lodge Activities
Veterans Services
Accident Prevention
PER Association
Standing Relief
Public Relations
Ritualistic
Government Relations
Social Committee
State Major Project

James Van Duyn
Jack Antolak
Bill Bailey
Lodge Officers
James Van Duyn
Herman Wisneski
Thomas Borden
Carol Browne
Raymond Frazier

Charity
Auditing and Accounting

Herman Wisneski

Thank You
Pat Krueger and Jim Van Duyn wish to extend a
thank you for all the get well wishes, calls, cards,
visits. Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.

Snack time for youth attending the 2nd annual
Mark Munson Memorial School of Rock Camp at
First Lutheran Church. Snacks were provided by
the Brainerd Elks Lodge and funding is from the
Impact Grant.

Drug Take Back Day numbers continue to rise
By FRANK SCARPINO Special Contributor

The National Prescription Drug Take Back Day addresses a
crucial public safety and public health issue. According to the
2015 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 6.4 million
Americans abused controlled prescription drugs. The study
shows that a majority of abused prescription drugs were obtained from family and friends, often from the home medicine
cabinet. Unused prescription drugs frequently find their way into
the wrong hands. It’s dangerous and often tragic. That’s why it
was great to see thousands of folks from across the country
clean out their medicine cabinets and turn in, safely and anonymously, a record amount of prescription drugs.
The Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) has held fifteen National
Take Back days since September 2010. The numbers continue
to increase as the message of prescription drug abuse spreads.
Did you miss the last Take Back Day? Prescription drugs can
be disposed of at any time. Visit DEA.gov to find a disposal site
in your area, or check with your local pharmacist. The next DEA
Take Back Day is October 27 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Elk Members
Advertise Your Business
in the Elkorama!
a business card size Ad
12 issues, $120 per year

Bring More Members to Convention Contest!

Rules are simple! Lodges have been divided in to three groups based on size. The Credentials Committee has
provided us with average numbers of convention attendees by lodge over the last three years. The Lodge in
each Group with the greatest increase in member attendance wins a lovely assortment of high quality
games for your lodge including things like Bocce Ball,
oversized Badminton and other fantastic games that
will be on display at Pats social hour! To qualify for this
contest, you must send a picture of the promotional
poster for the mid-year convention and the two bio’s of
our mid-year convention speakers posted prominently
in your lodge to info@hopkinselks.org by July 15, 2018.
If you are a lodge without a building, you can qualify by
sending a picture of the convention poster and speaker
bio’s being presented at your lodge meeting. Group 1
Group 2 Group 3 Owatonna Willmar Duluth International Falls Faribault Stillwater Winona Hibbing Minneapolis Hopkins** Rochester Fergus Falls Alexandria
Wadena Bemidji Red Wing Brainerd Mankato Eveleth
Virginia St. Cloud Worthington Hutchinson Dakota
County Winners will be announced on Saturday October 20, 2018 at Youth Camp after the raffle drawing
and basket silent auction. **Hopkins recused itself
from the contest as we will have many volunteers there!

Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the September
issue of the Elkorama will be August 15. Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge.
Thank you.
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Minnesota Going Grand
Hey, a Few things I want to mention here! First, Willmar Lodge
is having a HOG Roast and Sweet Corn Feed on July 21st!

Come back to our gorgeous lodge and enjoy the fun,
Camaraderie! And some awesome food prepared by
Master BBQ Petey!
Second, Stacey Ryan & I will be attending the Turkey days in Worthington on September 15th!
Chris & Stacy Heinrichs have gotten us all prepared
for a parade, and a ton of other fun! All Elks from
throughout the state I am sure are welcome. Just give
the lodge a call for more information.
Third- If you have an event that Stacey and I can
attend, work, help, to raise more funds for Minnesota Going Grand, please let us know. I am not hard to
find, and we would love to do our part in making
Minnesota going Grand a success!
I look forward to seeing everyone at Youth Camp
for Family Camp weekend. We love attending this
and look forward to NEW families coming each
year! Come and say "HI". Paul Ryan

Thank You

Dear James and all the Brainerd Elks Members, I
want to thank you for your ongoing support in
providing scholarship and many other opportunities
to our Pine River-Backus students. We are so
blessed to have such a generous and caring organization near our community. Thank you for making a
difference in the lives of our PRB students and all
the other communities and youth you help! You’re
the best! Mary Sigan, PRB Counselor

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

615 Wins Award
Minnesota Elks Association presented Brainerd Elks Lodge #615
a Penny-A-Day President’s Second Place Award at the Minnesota Elks Convention in Red Wing. This award was for membership up to 275 members. That was a $9.93 per capita amount.
Penny-A-Day contributions support our state major project,
Elks Youth Camp. Pink Pigs at the bar, additional Individual giving, and tips from Sunday breakfasts are the main sources of
funding. So, be sure to put your noisy change in the pigs (paper
works too)!

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2018-2019———–
Exalted Ruler………….Shannon Dehen
Leading Knight………..Dan Graven
Loyal Knight…………..Carol Browne
Lecturing Knight………Dennis Benjamin
Secretary…………….…James Dehen, PER
Treasurer……………....Herman Wisneski, PER
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Paul McQuaid
2 nd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
3 rd Year Trustee……….Sharon Osborne
4 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak
5 th Year Trustee………..Scott Longanecker

August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks; Crow Wing

5

6

7 5:30-7:00 Family

County Fair—join
us at the food
booth
8 All Day Happy

Thu
2

9 5:00—7:00 Burg-

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

ers; 5:00-7:00 2nd
Thursday For A
Cause @ Prairie Bay

14 5:30-7:00 Family

15 All Day Happy

16

Dinner Night: Ribs
by Tom Swanson

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

5:00—7:00 Burgers

19 8:00-12:00 Break- 20

21 5:30-7:00 Family

22 All Day Happy

fast @ the VFW;

5:00 Trustees
6:30 Lodge

Dinner Night:
Chicken & Corn feed
@ Elks Camp

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

27

28 5:30-7:00 Family

29 All Day Happy

30

Dinner Night:

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

5:00—7:00 Burgers

12

13

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Elks;

26
8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Legion;

6:30 Youth on Stage,
Eagles

3

Sat
4

Crow Wing County Crow Wing County Crow Wing CounFair—join us at the Fair—join us at the ty Fair—join us at
food booth
food booth
the food booth

Dinner Night:

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Elks;

Fri

23 Brainerd Elks
Lodge 615 119th
Birthday;

10

11

17

18

24

25 10:00 Elks State
Soccer Shoot @
Elks Camp

5:00—7:00 Burgers

31

