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ER Report
Please bear with me and read this entire note. I am not going to violate any Elk code but I want to talk to all of you
about an investment opportunity. Over the last 10 years, this vehicle has returned over $1.50 for every dollar invested
that year and the return last year was $1.73. While past performance never guarantees future results, this is pretty well
assured.
Ok Jim, what the heck are you talking about? Well, this is an investment in kids, veterans, and the
other groups that are near and dear to our Order. This is the return last year to the Minnesota State
Elks Association from the Elk’s National Foundation (ENF). This money is used for state and local programs to help our programs make it to fruition. If that isn’t enough, if you add specific grants like
Freedom, Beacon, and others, that adds another $1.33 to our programs.
I want to let you know that when you give some to ENF on your dues statement each year or you
choose to give more and achieve higher levels of recognition (ask me if you want to know how to do
that), rest assured that it doesn’t sink to a black hole at Grand Lodge but it does go to work in our state and communities.
Please consider carefully maintaining or increasing your support for our ENF and we will continue to be the largest or
second largest supporter of youth and veteran programs in the United States. If you want to know who #1 is, it’s the
Federal Government. And we can beat them if we try.
Fraternally submitted,
Jim Dehen, ER Brainerd #615

August 1-5
Support one of our largest fundraising events! Join the festive atmosphere. Dine at the Elks Food Booth.
Help out by volunteering (shifts from 11-3, 3-7, and 7-Closing) or the Drug Awareness Trailer handing out
literature. Sign up sheets at the Lodge.

BRAINERD ELKS LODGE #615
CHARITABLE
GAMBLING REPORT

Elks drug awareness program has the largest volunteer
drug awareness army in the nation, and one of
the weapons in this mighty army’s arsenal is a
newly published comic book called What Heroes
Do.
You can view the online version at http://
elkskidszone.org/what-heroes-do/. To order a
What Heroes Do Comic Book Kit, please contact
your State Drug Awareness Chair-person Tammy Lehn,
Hutchinson 2427 for the order form. The order form needs
to be signed by a school official and your State Drug
Awareness Chair-person

AUGUST EVENT
The Social Committee is planning a fun event for late
August.
Watch for upcoming details as we finalize the date &
time.
Sure to be enjoyed by all.
We hope many of you will partake.
Carol Browne, Chairperson

Central District Soccer Shoot

Brainerd area kids shined again at the Central District Soccer
Shoot in Hutchinson on July 22nd. Brainerd Elks sent six
kids from prospective age divisions, who all made the trip to
Hutchinson, winning 1st place honors in four divisions and
2nd place honors in two divisions. These four kids will now
compete at the State Soccer Shoot on August 26th at the Elks
Youth Camp. Representing Brainerd Elks are 1st Place Winners: 7-under - Riley Hamilton; 8-9 yr.old- Rya Glas; 10-11
yr.old- Hayden Roberts; and 12-13 yr.old- Cullen Davis.
Taking 2nd Place honors were 7-under- Kaylie Glas and 8-9
yr.old Wyatt Simonet. Congratulations to all 6 kids. Make
plans to be at the Elks Youth Camp on Aug. 26th at 10:30
a.m. to watch and cheer on our Brainerd Area kids.

Greetings Fellow Elk’s,
It has been awhile since I have put a charitable gambling update in the Elkorama.
Now is the perfect time to let everyone know
what’s happening with gambling as we have
just ended the charitable gambling fiscal year
the end of June. For starters, Zorbaz and
Cowboy’s have been doing extremely well and
we didn’t even see as big of decrease in gambling activity in the winter months as we
have seen previously.
Like I have mentioned before, charitable gambling
continues to pay the clubs
utility bills and real estate
taxes which is a great help
in keeping the doors open
for everyone to enjoy. We
also are continuing to make donation to various local organizations, community activities,
various veterans activities and scholarships.
All of this benefits the area youth, veterans
and community in general. This is something
we should all be extremely proud of. ELKS
CARE-ELKS SHARE!
Here are some of the numbers from the gambling fiscal year which is July 2016 thru
June,2017. During this period, our charitable
gambling had a gross profit of $118,188.09
and from that amount we donated/spent on
lawful purpose expenditures $66995.23. That
means we spent 56.69% of our gross profit on
all the things I mentioned earlier plus some I
am sure I missed. This resulted in us receiving a 5 Star Rating from the state, which is
the best an organization can receive!
Fraternally, Gambling Mgr. Brad Busho

Secretary’s Report

By the time you read this we will have returned from the National Elks Convention in Reno, NV. The sessions were very
informative. If you do not have an elks.org account

please create one and stay informed on what is going on at the national level which in turn affects
how we operate at the state and local levels. February 16, 2018 is the Elks 150th birthday! It
should be an exciting time with a new 150th Anniversary logo and will be a great time to grow our
membership. Go to the membership toolkit
on elks.org for ideas on how to promote the Elks
organization to the community, friends and family.
Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen

MN Elks Giving Back
What an exciting time to become involved with your
membership in the Brainerd Elks Lodge.
Elks Care. Elks Share
The Crow Wing County Fair will kick-off our fall season
operating the Food booth, a continuing partnership with
Brainerd High School band/choir members serving, and
Drug Awareness trailer.
Next comes every other monthly visit to the St Cloud
Veterans Hospital to play bingo with residents.
Followed by the State Soccer Shoot at the Elks Youth
Camp. A free fun-filled weekend for contestants and
families.
September opens the Most Valuable Student Scholarship applications for high school seniors with an annual
visit to all high school counselors to choose a Student of
the Month. Visits to the elementary and middle schools
to announce the Americanism Essay Contest and the
Drug Awareness Poster Contest. Inform them of the
availability of the new Marvel comic book, What Heroes
Do, available literature, handouts and get a student
count for dictionaries.
November is Veterans Month and the highly successful
Community Thanksgiving Dinner, in partnership with
the Legion and Eagles.
December brings the local Hoop Shoot and distribution
of dictionaries to all third graders in our district. (Some
schools receive dictionaries from another organization).
Contest entries and Scholarships are reviewed and forwarded to the next level of competition.
By this time grant funds have been put into action by
preparing meals for The SHOP and Tuesday family
night dinners for Veterans. Burgers on Thursday. First
Sunday Breakfasts. And the once a month Polish Sausage luncheon.
Memorial Day with a Veterans Picnic at the American
Legion and Disabled Veterans Deer and Turkey Hunts,
District Hoop Shoot, Fishing Fling, Eagle Scout Banquet,
Scholarship Banquet, presentation of awards and much
more follow in the new calendar year.
It’s Great to be an Elk!
It’s Even Greater to be an Active Elk!

There is no “I” in Team, but we
sure are glad there is “u” in our
volunteers!
Many hands make light work.
Thank you for volunteering!

State Convention

William “Bill” Meyer, Alexandria Lodge 1685, was installed as Minnesota State Elks Association President for 2017-2018. Bill’s motto
is MN Elks Giving Back.

James Dehen Jr, Brainerd Elks Lodge 615, was installed as
a Trustee of the MN State Elks Association at their convention
in June.
For every dollar you gave to the Elks National Foundation we received $1.72 in return.
The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will invest
$33.14 million into our communities in 2017-2018.
Scholarship monies have increased to $4.68 million
Thank you, Brainerd Elks Lodge for placing 2nd for a
Lodge under 275 members in the Penny-A-Day giving.
The Lodge received the MN Elks Association President’s award with giving of $9.92. This money supports the MN State Project, the Elks Youth Camp.
Government Relations committee Thanks everyone for getting
their charitable giving reports turned in on time. As a result of
the increased reporting, there was a significant increase in the
state’s giving from last year.
Lodge Retention/Assistance committee needs three chair
people at the state level. Are you interested?Please contact
the Lodge exalted ruler, Jim Dehen. For duties of this committee refer to the Constitution and By-Laws of The Minnesota
Elks Association, Inc. Article IX, Section 12
Willmar Lodge #952 will be hosting the 2017 Mid-Year
Conference Friday, October 20th through Saturday,
October 21st. Registration forms are in the office (if you
take the last one, make more copies). Or go to
mnelks.org and download.

In Memoriam

Robert Roy Stalker
Born May 22, 1949
Initiated September 16, 2013
Passed Away July 5, 2017
“They have passed into the Light which is
beyond the valley of the shadow of death.
The places that have known them shall
know them no more. But their virtues are
written upon the tablets of Love and
Memory and they shall be reverenced for
all time as true and faithful Elks.”

Membership Matters! More Members
Thank you to every member. Your membership matters. You
are part of the premier charitable and patriotic organization in
the world.
Challenge: With this year’s teamwork, we will “Kick the
Door Down” by initiating 30+ new members. Every member
sponsor someone into membership at Brainerd Elks Lodge
615. Get Kickin’
Top proposers : James Runberg (2), Shannon Dehen (2),
Bruce Mogensen, Tom Swanson and Mark Wheeler one each.
Members: 4/1/17 = 256; 7/15/17 = 263
Lapsed: 16
Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the September issue of
the Elkorama will be August 15.
Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge. Thank you.

Elk Members
Advertise Your Business

in the Elkorama!
a business card size Ad
12 issues, $120 per year

Community Investments Program

The Elks National Foundation allocated $12.53 million this
year to fund the Community Investments Program. Lodges
meet local needs through Beacon, Gratitude, Promise, Anniversary and Impact Grants. These grants offer Lodges
opportunities to serve the community in ways that will raise
the Lodge’s profile, energize the membership, encourage
former members to return to the fold, and gain the notice of
people who want to be part of an organization that’s doing
great things. To learn more about the Community Investments Program, please visit elks.org/CIP.

Go Back to School with the Elks
For many high school seniors, graduation is a major milestone. They completed high school and can’t wait to embark
on the next part of their journey—going to college. However,
for some, funding their college dreams seems an insurmountable challenge. That’s where the Elks come in.
If you know a student who needs help making college a reality, encourage them to explore scholarship opportunities from
the Elks National Foundation. The 2018 Most Valuable Student scholarship contest is open to any high school senior
who is a U.S. citizen. The ENF will award 500 four-year scholarships to the highest-rated applicants in the competition.
In addition, the competitive Legacy Awards scholarship is
exclusively available to the children and grandchildren of
dues-paying Elks. Both applications will be available on the
ENF website starting September 1, 2017.
For 2017-18, the Elks National Foundation appropriated $4.55
million to fund ENF scholarship programs, which ensure a
bright future for our nation’s youth. As important members of
the Elks family, Elks scholars have many social and service opportunities to connect with the Elks and each other. For more
information about our scholarship programs, and for ways
Lodges can get involved with Elks scholars, visit enf.elks.org/
scholarships.

Notes from our Campers

THANK you so much for helping me come my favorite part is the
pawntooning Thank you. Vincent
Thank you for sendeang me here my fafarit part is everything.
Odin
Thank you for inviting us to Elk camp. My favfite part was pontuneing thank you. Antonio
My favorit part was achery. Camper Riley
I can not pick my favrit time so Elks Camp was favrit Thank you.
Reece
My favorit part was everything. Cyprus
Dear Brainerd Lodge, Thank you for giving us the pontoon, the
rockwall, and the fishing poles. Lily
Thank you for using your time and money to let us come here. My
favorite thing here was kayaking Dax
Thank you for paying for us to go to camp my favorite part is the
rock wall. Korbyn
Thank you for sending me here I loved being here my favorit
thing is archery. Zane
Hi Thanks for letting me come to camp I know that pontooning is
awesome. Greg
Elks Camp is so fun. My favorite activity is the rock wall and also
my favorit meal is alfredo and a lot of other fun things. Kylee
Thank you so much for letting me go to camp I am glad I went to
camp it was an good experience for me. Brenna
Pontooning, Kiyacying, rockwall climbing and golfing. Thank
you for sending me here. Tessa
Rockcliming wall, pontooning, kaiacking, ballfield and swimming. Thank you I’m glad to be at this camp!!! Kyalee
Thank you so, so, so much for sending me to Elks Camp. I have
got to do so many things, I would not do on my own like get out
of a kayak or go in the lake. I have made new friends and got to
know so many others. Thank you. Kayley
I have made lots of friends Thank you. Savanna
Dear Brainerd Thank you for sending me here. I Have had a great
time here the fun part is where we get to swim for 2 hours every
day. Kenya
On the ride back to the Lodge conversation eavesdropping; Camp
was amazing, AWESOME! And I heard comments like “I don’t
want to go home”, “I wish I could stay here all summer.”

“We ran out of candy”, exclaimed the Antlers who participated
in the Independence Day Parade. Youth walked with the Drug
Awareness trailer, towed by Ray Frazier. Thank you, Ray! After
the parade the youth had a picnic party, including a couple of
water fights to cool off while they waited for the fireworks.

Youth Campers
Brainerd Elks sent 20 youth, 9 girls and 11 boys, to spend a
week at the Elks Youth Camp. To check all the pictures of fun
activities during the week at camp go to MN Elks Youth Camp
Facebook page. See over 100 action photos of Session 3.
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

50 cents off every drink

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2017-2018———–
Exalted Ruler………….James Dehen, PER
Leading Knight………..William Kronstedt
Loyal Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Lecturing Knight………Angela Christensen
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....Dennis Benjamin
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Scott Longanecker
2 nd Year Trustee……….Paul McQuaid
3 rd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
4 th Year Trustee………..Sharon Osborne
5 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak

August 2017
Sun

Mon

See YOU at
the Fair
6

7

8:00– Noon Breakfast @ the Elks
13

14

8:00– Noon Breakfast @ the Eagles

20
8:00– Noon Breakfast @ the VFW
27 8:00– Noon
Breakfast @ Legion
Destiny Cruise
Margareta /Nacho
Bar Line Music

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

CWC Fair; No Dinner CWC Fair

CWC Fair

CWC Fair

CWC Fair

8 5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée: Ribs by Swanee

10

11

12

5:00—7:00 Burgers

5:00 St Cloud Vets
Hospital Bingo

17

18

19

25

26 10:30 State Soccer Shoot @ Elks
Youth Camp

9 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off
all drinks

15 5:30-7:00 Fami- 16 All Day Happy
ly Dinner Night.
Hour 50 cents off
Entrée: Enchiladas all drinks
by Social Committee

21

5:00—7:00 Burgers

22 5:30-7:00 Family Dinner Night.
5:00 Trustees; 6:30 Entrée: Chicken &
Lodge
Corn feed @ Youth
Camp

23 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off
all drinks

24

28

30 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off
all drinks

31

29 5:30-7:00 Family Dinner Night.
Entrée:

5:00—7:00 Burgers

5:00—7:00 Burgers

MVS SCHOLARSHIP APPS
OPEN 9-1-17

