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My First ER Message....
We are in transition season here at the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. As Denny
joins the ranks of PERs and I move into the role as your next Exalted Ruler, let me
introduce myself.
My name is Bill Satre. I am a Brainerd native and a graduate from Brainerd
High School. I attended Bemidji State University for a degree in Communications
where I met my wife, Shelly. Married 30 years in August.
I have been a radio broadcaster since my first break in that business in 1986 at
KVBR. Through the years the radio profession has taken us all over Minnesota,
from the Cities to Duluth and St. Cloud and finally back home to Brainerd.
Community projects have been very important to me wherever we were living. We helped launch
a new Jaycees Chapter in Duluth in the late 90’s. I managed and sang with the Legacy Chorale of
Greater Minnesota and served on the boards of a number of community organizations. Currently, I
am also the President of the Brainerd Community Action board.
I have had the opportunity to emcee at events throughout Minnesota and all home Brainerd High
School Football and Boys and Girls Hockey games. You can catch me on the radio in the Brainerd
Lakes area every weekday morning with the Morning Show on Today’s Best Country B93.3 and
weekends on Cool 103.5.
Shelly and I have two grown boys, Alex and CJ, and a couple dogs, Rocky and Baby.
My journey as an Elk began when I was very young. In fact, before I was 5 years old I would
“help” my grandpa Ed Schornstein around the lodge upstairs, downtown. Naturally, I would become
an Elk as well, someday.
Our Elks today are very different from when we occupied a full quarter block in the heart of
Downtown Brainerd. All service organizations are doing more with fewer members. We face challenges in finding future members. We humbly do incredible work with our youth and veterans. I think
that humility prevents us from drawing the attention of those who would join us. One of the goals of
this year is to tell our community why what we do IS important. We should be proud of what Elks do
for the Brainerd Community. The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks in Brainerd is still important to the Brainerd Lakes Community, and we need to tell that story.
In the coming year, my personal goal as the ER is to talk to as many of you as possible to find
out what you think makes our Elks Lodge great… and how we can make it even better for the generations ahead. Because, those hoop shoot winners and scholarship recipients that we have affected
today will join us, someday.
Thank you to the PERs for having faith in me and encouraging me to take on the responsibility to
lead this organization. As the next ER, I am excited about where we as a lodge can improve. Thank
you for this opportunity.
Fraternally,
Bill Satre – ER

New Members

Secretary’s Report

Please welcome our newest members who
were initiated on March 28. Pictured below
with Exalted Ruler Denny Benjamin are Ron
Burke and Westin Stradtman.

Dues statements for next year (April 1, 2022 March 31, 2023) have been sent out. Please pay
your bill ASAP, so I do not have to send out reminders. If you have any questions, please contact me @ sddehen@aol.com or 218-820-1689.
Please consider paying the optional charges: ENF
supports the many grants we receive each year
and PAD supports our local Elks Youth Camp.
Thank you.
Fraternally submitted,
Shannon Dehen, Secretary

Editor’s Note
Dinner on Tuesday, March 29, was a Great success with 52 tickets sold!!! Thank you to Beth and
Todd as well as all of the other kitchen and serving volunteers for making this possible. I also
want to thank all members and guests who attended for just being there and participating. Let’s
make this happen again real soon!!!!

Brainerd Lodge Americanism Essay Winners
What Does It Mean to Love Your Country?
By Ella Maciej
Forestview Middle School, Grade 6
Division I
1st Place Brainerd Lodge 615
1st Place Minnesota Elks Association Central District
2nd Place Minnesota Elks Association State
What does it mean to love your country? Loving your country is much different than just putting a
flag on your porch and calling it a day. Loving your country means you care about our country’s history. It means you stay true to what you believe in, yet respect others’ opinions. It also means respecting our veterans and our flag.
Loving your country means you really care and want to learn about our country’s history. That
could mean asking a parent or even a friend to share what they know, or just looking through a trusted website. When we care about our nation’s history, it shows that we really do love America, and
learning about our country’s past will help you better understand the future.
Loving your country means you stand up for what you believe in and respect your neighbor’s beliefs. Sometimes you have to love your country enough to stand up to what you think is wrong or unfair. This doesn’t mean that you don’t have to listen to what people say. We still have to respect others’ beliefs as well.
Loving your country means you respect our veterans and our flag. Our veterans protect us and
America. They do this because they love their country. Our flag deserves respect too. When we
stand for the pledge, it shows we respect our country, and when we say the pledge, we are really
saying I love you, America.
Loving your country might mean learning about your country’s past, standing up for what you believe in, respecting veterans and our flag, but it can mean a lot of other things too, so don’t set a limit
for what you can do for our country to show you love America.

What Does It Mean to Love Your Country?
By Nathaniel Biermaier
Forestview Middle School, Grade 6
Division I
2nd Place Brainerd Lodge 615
Before we can understand what it means to love your country, we need to go back to our
founding fathers and the principles they stood for and why they even came here.
Our founding fathers are the ones that gave us the constitution that we still stride by today.
They’re the ones who made the thriving country, and they came here because they envisioned a
nation with unalienable rights, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
Our nation has become a boiling pot, there are people from almost every country around
the world. Each one of them came to America for a better life.
And the immigrants came here for a reason didn’t they. They had better opportunities to find
work and have better living opportunities. They also moved to escape the trouble they might have
had in their old countries, also they came to have better education. They wanted to start a business
and own a band, finish their bucket list, etc. and mostly they didn’t want to be ruled over but rule
their own life! And most importantly they wanted freedom!
So what does it mean to love your country? It means freedom is worth fighting for, it means
respecting our soldiers who fought for our country and freedom. It means standing for our founding
principles laid out in our constitution and bill of rights also defending the God-given rights we received at birth. It means being a productive member of society. It means holding your hand over
your heart and removing your hat and standing for the pledge of allegiance to the outstanding flag of
the United States of America.
So overall we know about our founding fathers, and we know about the immigrants that
came to America to have a better life. But most of all we know what it means to love our country.

What Does It Mean to Love Your Country?
By Breckyn Gangl
Forestview Middle School, Grade 6
Division I
3rd Place Brainerd Lodge 615
2nd Place Minnesota Elks Association Central District
3rd Place Minnesota Elks Association State
We have many ways to show love for our country. We are strong, free, good Americans. We
have fought battles. We have won wars. We have taken on diseases. We have not given up. We
have no intention of giving in. We are good Americans.
We can show love to our country by respecting those who fought for us. We can do this by
thanking them, and by praying for them. Also, we can stand and say the Pledge and National Anthem, we can respect them by remembering the ones who fought and died or got hurt. This is what it
means to love your country.
We can show love for our country by supporting the others who love it. We can do this by
listening to them, caring about their wellbeing, and by helping them through tough times and giving
them a smile or a hug. Showing love to our country means showing love to the people. This is what
it means to love our country.
We can show love for our country by keeping it clean. We can do this by not littering, and by
picking up trash out of the road or the wildlife. Also, we can show love for our country by recycling
and composting and by not wasting but using reusable and economy friendly things.
We can do many things to show love for our country, from respecting soldiers, to supporting
others, to keeping clean. What does it mean to love your country? It means to care. Care about the
people. Care about the environment. Care about the medical world. Care about the fighting soldiers.
This is what it means to love your country.

What Does It Mean to Love Your Country?
By Madeline Ball
Forestview Middle School, Grade 7
Division II
1st Place Brainerd Lodge 615
2nd Place Minnesota Elks Association Central District
Love is a quality everyone can demonstrate; your friends, your parents, but most importantly, you. Love isn’t discrimination or hate. Rather, love is a beautiful thing. It’s accepting and respecting your fellow citizens; you aren’t above or below them. You should flaunt your love in the best of
days and in the darkest of times because it might just be the beacon of light guiding others through a
tumult of storms. Love for your country isn’t just one thing, it is many things.
There are three words that I believe show love for your country: support, devotion, and patriotism. Supporting your country is loving your country. Support is lifting someone up in times of trouble. Having support of our country, let alone our community, has played a pivotal role in the making
of our home. All throughout our history, we have plowed forward as a people, pushing through hardship and poverty. Without support of each other, our country wouldn’t be what it is today. Another
crucial factor is devotion. Devotion to your country is as important as support. It is sticking with the
people you love through every battle, remaining loyal and of service. Patriotism is the binding of the
book. It holds all the pages together. A great way to demonstrate patriotism is by giving your country
strength through your actions and ideas. Voting and supplying others help, for example. After all,
patriotism means devotion and support of one’s country.
So, in conclusion, you can show love for your country by supporting it and projecting infinite
amounts of devotion and patriotism. The love you give your country might just be the shove it needs,
pushing it back into balance.

What Does It Mean to Love Your Country?
By Eva Woodfill
Forestview Middle School, Grade 7
Division II
2nd Place Brainerd Lodge 615
1st Place Minnesota Elks Association Central District
3rd Place Minnesota Elks Association State
Loving your country has many meanings, but to me, one of the most important things is appreciating all of the places that you have grown up around. That means taking care of it. Watering
your garden, not vandalizing protected areas. Be careful not to disturb the graves of passed ones.
You may not have known that person or their family, but you can still respect that person. Also, you
should stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. This shows respect to the soldiers that have fought for
your rights in your country.
To love your country means to be proud of your country. Be proud of the place you came
from, accept it, think of it as an honor to live in the country you live in. Another meaning for loving
your country is that you educate yourself on your country’s history. You learn about the important
events that have occurred. To love your country means to respect the citizens in your country. Treat
everyone equally, especially the people that have served your country. They have risked their lives
for your rights, and there is no reason why you should disrespect those people. To love your country
is to help, such as volunteering to help the homeless or at a place where veterans are being taken
care of. Loving your country is a very important thing. Some people show love in different ways, but
in the end, you all love your country.

ENF & State Scholarships
I am pleased to inform you that Aden Extrand, Brainerd High School senior, forwarded by your
Lodge in the 2022 Most Valuable Student competition have been forwarded to the national level
of judging in Chicago (where they are guaranteed at least a $4000.00 scholarship each at minimum):
Also, Logan Carlson, Brainerd High School senior, while not going on the National for final judging, has been awarded a $2000.00 scholarship on behalf of the Minnesota State Elks Association.
I congratulate you and thank you for participating in this worthwhile program. When I think of
how we, as Elks, have helped these kids in their journey toward adulthood, I know that it is
worth all the effort. What a wonderful way to share what Elkdom is all about!
Cheri Johnson, MN State Elks Association chair.

Brainerd Elks Scholarships
Congratulations and Best Wishes to Aden Extrand having advanced to the Elks National Foundation Most Valuable Student Scholarship contest. He will continue in the hunt for the coveted
$50,000 award in April.
Congratulations to Logan Carlson for his participation in the same competition and for being selected one of the MN Elks scholarships.
Congratulations to Benjamin Karlgaard, Brainerd High School, and Claire Dahl, Pine RiverBackus High School as Brainerd Elks Lodge 615 Most Valuable Student scholarship winners.
Each will receive $1,000 awards to the college of their choice.
Rounding out the scholarships, currently, include two Central Lakes College recipients. Avianna
Mumm, Crosby-Ironton High School, receives the Liberal Arts and Science award while Emily
Tienter, Isle High School earns the Career and Technical. Each is valued at $1,400.
Jim Van Duyn, Brainerd Elks Scholarship chair

Student of the Month: Amber Eleanor Neubert
Amber Eleanor Neubert, Lake Region Christian School senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the
Month recipient for March 2022. She has her eyes set on a degree in pre-physical therapy and then
continue her pursuit of a physical therapy degree at Marinath Baptist University in Watertown
Amber has been a part of LRCS for many years. She has been someone that our younger students
look up to, a great asset, and will be greatly missed, remarks Steve Ogren principal.
Volleyball and basketball make up Amber’s main activities. She was selected twice as the most valuable Hornet for her performance as an outside hitter in volleyball. Directing her basketball team as a
point guard and hard-working defensive MVP. Gathering other awards in English and Spanish while
maintaining Honor Roll status. She is her class representative and volunteers in all elementary
classrooms, first through 4th grade.
Amber enjoys reading factual-fiction and working out with weights and cardio exercising.
Favorite food: Comfort foods: Grilled Cheese & Tomato Soup
Favorite music genre and artist: Christian
Favorite TV show: Cooking Shows
Most used social media platform: Instagram
Bucket list travel destination: Arizona-hike the Grand Canyon
Parents: Matt and Tiffany Neubert.

April Birthdays:

The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks
Lodge #615, 215 South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401. It
is mailed or emailed to members, widows and widowers
of members.

Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the May
issue of the Elkorama will be April 20. Please email them
to djdenny07@gmail.com. Thank you.
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Student of the Month: Tatum Elise Scull
Tatum Elise Scull, Pillager High School senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month recipient for
April 2022. Pursuing an online Psychology program at St Cloud State University, hopefully leading to
a career in Marriage and Family Therapy is her goal.
Tatum is an outstanding student who has always put in 120% effort, notes Sue Turner counselor,
she also excels academically. She is not afraid to generously give of her time and talents. Tatum is
often asked to tutor younger students in math and English. As a Pillager athlete, Tatum understands
how to be a team player and works diligently to maintain a spirit of teamwork and positivity. I can’t
think of anyone more deserving of this recognition continued Mrs Turner.
Tatum is the National Honor Society president and Class Treasurer. She has earned the Excel
Award and lettered in track while receiving All-Conference and Academic All-State recognition. She
represents the Huskies as volleyball and track & Field captains this year.
Making pizza’s and doing resort housekeeping has kept her employed through high school. She
loves to spend time with her family, fiancée, and working out.
Favorite food: Chicken Strips
Favorite music genre and artist: Christian; Mercy Me
Favorite TV show: The Office
Most used social media platform: Instagram
Bucket list travel destination: Creation Museum in KY
Parents: Ken and Karen Scull.

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
215 South 9th St
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643

Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2022-2023———–
Exalted Ruler…. Bill Satre, (218) 820-4558
Leading Knight... Angela Rach (218) 296-2183
Loyal Knight……. Dan Graven, PER (320) 250-3644
Lecturing Knight... Jeremy Ciffra (320)267-3519
Secretary…Shannon Dehen, PER (218) 820-1689
Treasurer…Herman Wisneski, PSP, PER (218) 8398503
Esquire…… James Dehen, PER (218) 820-8557
Chaplain…… Wayne W "Bill" Bailey Jr, PER 218 829
-9306
Inner Guard.... James Runberg, PER (218) 270-2217
TRUSTEES
Trustee…… Carol Browne, PER (218) 851-2911
Trustee…… Tim Johnson (218) 821-7200
Trustee……,Todd Lewis (763) 242-6706
Trustee…….
Trustee…….Denny Benjamin, PER (218) 825-8122

