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Good morning, afternoon, or evening, whichever it may be. HAPPY SPRING!!! We have
had a wonderful March and April should be even better. As I write this article, the swans
and geese are back and I even saw a grackle at my feeder this morning. Soon the ice will be
out and my boat will see daylight for the first time since last October. WHOOPIE!!! Spring
is my favorite time of the year. It is the time of renewal and regeneration. Please remember
to renew your commitment to Elkdom and resolve to participate more at your local Lodge
and Club. Without your continuing participation we will not survive.
It is with great honor and privilege that I will be your ER next year. New faces have
stepped forward in the lodge to assist me. This past year has been very successful for Brainerd Lodge # 615 and
Cheryl and I have great expectations that the coming year will be even more so. I tip my hat to all the volunteers
who have made the past year great. They are too numerous to mention. So suffice it to say THANK YOU TO
ALL.
By the time you read this the Elks will have participated in the Brainerd Chamber of Commerce Everything Expo
at the Essentia Sports Center. This event is another in the ongoing activity of the PER/Membership Committee to
grow the membership in the club. In February we hosted a wine and cheese tasting fund raiser event at Prairie
Bay. It was well attended. Following that we hosted a Leap Year event at the club it was attended by over 40
people. I believe we will finish the year with a +5-10 membership gain. Thank you to all who have made this
possible.
Please remember the following activities in April: Downtown Golf on 4/2, first Sunday breakfast at the Elks on
4/3, Good Samaritan Bowl Alley Rally on 4/4, St Cloud Veterans Bingo on 4/8, Eagle Scout recognition banquet
on 4/9 and the VERY IMPORTANT fund raiser-Fishing Fling on 4/27 at the Brainerd Armory. In May the Elks
will be participating in the Good Samaritan Bowl on 5/1 & 2, and on 5/12 we have our annual scholarship banquet. The next couple of months will be busy for the Elks.
Remember, it’s GREAT to be an Elk. It’s great to BE an Elk. It’s great to be an Elk.

Fraternally yours, Bill

Secretary Report
Thank you to all who attended and/or supported our
2nd Thursday event at Prairie Bay. We had over 60 people attend, as
well as several members that did not attend but still supported the
event. It was a good fundraiser and a chance to highlight what our
organization does.
Membership cards are being sent out as I receive your dues for next
year. Please be prompt in paying dues, so I do not have to send out
reminders. Thank you.

Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen
Every Wednesday
All Day
50 cents off every drink

Student of the Month
Gretta Marie Norton
Pine River/Backus High School
Gretta Marie Norton, Pine River/Backus High School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month
for April 2016. She intends to attend college to obtain her RN license.
Gretta is super sweet, thoughtful and kind. She is well liked and respected by both students and staff
because of her positive attitude, excellent people skills and strong moral character. Gretta is very hard
working. School has not always been easy for her, but she continues to push herself with rigorous
college credit classes. Even through obstacles, Gretta remains focused, determined and always cheerful.
Gretta is very generous with her time and talents and she is always willing to help out those in need.
She is a great role model, exclaims Mary K. Sigan, counselor.
She maintains a B-Honor roll status, has her CNA certificate, is a finalist in the Scientific Essay contest
and enjoys CIS classes. Gretta’s extra-curricular activities include being a member of choir and
chamber choir and participates in track and field events. She belongs to S.T.R.I.V.E. organization.
She works as a CNA at Good Samaritan Society. While in her leisure time reading, hiking, biking,
drawing and watching movies are on her busy list.

Minnesota Elks Association - State Hoop Shoot
February 20, 2016 - Hutchinson, MN
Boys 8-9 District Name Score Place South - Rochester #1091 ELI MENKE 22/25 1 st North Hibbing #1022 CARSON BROWN 18/25 3 rd Central - Wadena #2386 COLE REUTER
21/25 2 nd Metro - Red Wing #845 REID HARTMANN 11/25 4 th
Girls 8-9 District/Lodge Name Score Place South - Owatonna #1395 ANNA HERR 21/25
1st North - TRF #1308 AVAH WALDAL 15/25 3rd Central - Hutchinson #2427 KRISTI
KOTTKE 19/25 2nd Metro - Red Wing #845 ELISABETH GADIENT 13/25 4 th
Boys 10-11 District Name Score Place South - Mankato #225 DURAM KELLY 11/25 4th
North - Int’l Falls #1599 JETT TOMCZAK 17/25 2nd Central - Wadena #2386 KYLER
CARD 22/25 1st Metro - Red Wing #845 ADAM PONCELET 15/25 3rd
Girls 10-11 District Name Score Place South - Owatonna #1395 KYA DIXON 16/25 4th
North - TRF #1308 BRYLEE LINGEN 24/25 1st Central - Brainerd #615 KELSI MARTINI
20/25 2nd Metro - Red Wing #845 SYDNEE NELSON 17/25 3rd
Boys 12-13 District Name Score Place South - Worthington #2287 TREY HECKENLAIBLE
18/25 3rd North - Hibbing #1022 MAYSON BROWN 17/25 4th Central - Wadena #2386
BLAKE WALLEVAND 19/25 2nd Metro - Stillwater #179 ALEX RITZER 21/25 1st
Girls 12-13 District Name Score Place South - Rochester #1091 LINDSEY PETERSON
18/25 1st North - Int’l Falls #1599 DESTINY PIEKARSKI 16/25; 3/5 3rd Central - Willmar
#952 OLIVIA NAATJES 14/25 4th Metro - Stillwater #179 BELLA HARTZEL 16/25;
4/5 2nd
*Best Shooter Boy - Eli Menke (shoot off w/Kyler Card) Card 22/25; 4/5; 2/5 and Menke
22/25; 4/5; 5/5
**Best Shooter Girl - Brylee Lingen

What I can do to promote Americanism
By: Cecilia Luehring
5th grade Ms. Adkins
St Francis Catholic School
Division I: 5th or 6th Grade
Why I love and care for country is that our military is there to protect us. I want our country to be safe for all people who
live here. Our military helps keep us safe from people who want to hurt us and others. I can promote Americanism by
thanking our military for all the hard work they do to protect us and others.
Another reason why I care for our country is that we are trying to protect and clean our environment from pollution. Our
country is protecting our environment for future generations so that everyone can enjoy all the natural things we have. I can
promote Americanism by recycling and picking up trash that is lying around on the ground.
I love our country because we offer free education to all children. Our country wants us to learn how to read and write so
that we can be smart and do great things when we get older. I can promote Americanism by doing better in school and help
my friends with their homework.
Most of all I love my country because we have freedoms that most other countries do not have. We have the freedom of
faith, freedom to protect our homes and families, the freedom to speak up for people who can’t speak for themselves. I can
promote Americanism by being kind to everyone and help them make better choices so that we can keep our freedoms.

What I Can Do to Promote Americanism and Love of Country
By: Nico Buffetta
5th grade Ms. Adkins
St Francis Catholic School
Division I: 5th or 6th Grade
What I can do is I can send a thank you card to the army and all the veterans of our country. I can have a speech to say
about all those serving and all those that have died serving our country. I can have a play about the army serving our country.
I can say something on the radio to thank all servers of our country, and I can also have a parade to show how much I love
living in this country. I can have a day where a community has an appreciate day to the police, fire department and the hospital for keeping our community safe. I can have a class where the students learn about our country’s history, and the class
would be free so all those who couldn’t afford there child to go to an actual school. In my town I would have a flag raising
every morning and at night I would have a flag lowering. I can have a place were the people in the community can come
and say the Pledge of Allegiance. I can have a day from each month and people come and say the Star Spangled Banner.

What I Can Do to Promote Americanism and Love of Country
By: Carly Boggs
th
5 grade Ms. Adkins
St Francis Catholic School
Division I: 5th or 6th Grade
I can promote Americanism by putting up the American flag in my front yard for everyone to see. If it is an honorary day, I
can put it up only at half-mast. I can also say the Pledge of Allegiance with other people. I can do it anywhere anytime; in
school, at work. I can teach kids how to put their hands over their hearts and say the Pledge.
I can celebrate Presidents’ Day and the Fourth of July. I can shoot fireworks in the sky on the Fourth of July to show others
my love for this country. On Veterans Day, I will not go out to eat, but I will spend the night honoring the country. I can
donate food to the Food Shelf for all the people who go hungry in the US. I can also follow the Corpal and Spiritual Works
of Mercy. I can show a good example by going to Mass and praying for my country. I can respect all others by following
the laws. I can learn about our American history and teach it to others. I love this country and will do anything to get others
to love it to!

Encouraging love and pride for America
7th Grade — Kate Kurtzman
Forestview Middle School
Division II: 7th & 8th Grade
There are many different ways to encourage love and pride for my country, America. But if I had to narrow down all of the different
options the most important would have to be having the freedom to serve others and to remember the past.
To encourage love for country I believe that everyone has the opportunity to serve others. You can serve others in many different
ways. You can donate money to the Interfaith Hospitality Network, The Salvation Army, and many other different places. You could
go and visit the elderly, serve in the soup kitchen, write letters to the people in the armed forces, or volunteer your time to community
service. Serving others is a way to build other people up, encourage them, and show them that you love and appreciate whatever
they’re doing for you of for our country.
To encourage pride for our country we can remember the past. We have lots of things to be proud of from our past. Just like when
slavery was abolished, now we have a nation where all people are treated equally. We also have freedom of religion and we have
democracy. We’ve even had people go to the moon and back. We also should remember our mistakes from the past so that we can
have the freedom to make different choices for future learning from the previous time. There are consequences for making mistakes
and when we experience them we remember and don’t make them again. Learning from our mistakes helps you to not to make that
mistake again. Without learning from our mistakes we would repeat them.
America is a free and amazing place to live. I’m honored that I get to live here and be a part of this community. We should all
encourage love and pride for our country and be thankful that we live in America.
America
Ella Nies - Core 7
Pequot Lakes Middle School—Ms Sargent
Division II: 7th & 8th Grade
America. It’s most thought of “Home of the Free”. Well, it is, but there is so much more than just that simple phrase. America is
family, friendship, home of fun traditions. Also, stop and think. We didn’t get all of these privileges for free. We fought for them, and
Americans everywhere should be thankful. A great way to show you’re thankful is to show your patriotism. That means, go thank a
veteran, don’t do crime, make good choices, and so many more!
One of the things I like to do to promote Americanism is to just be a good person. I treat others fairly, and I think that if all Americans
did that, we would be full of pride in our country. It would just be that easy!
Another one is to think about other people. Maybe they don’t look like you, act like you, or practice the same religion as you.
However, they are still human and still like in the United States. Just because they are different doesn’t mean you should treat them
any different. If no one judged anyone else by their color, the world would be an amazing place. If everyone was full of pride and
understanding, the world would just be an amazing place.
Imagine a world of no crime, but thankfulness, pride, and Americanism in it place. Unfortunately that’s not how it works, but still you
should do your part. If you don’t show love for your country, who is? What I want everyone to at least do is, just go out and thank a
veteran or two. It might not mean much to you, but it would mean everything to them. Why not do that?
What I Can Do to Promote Americanism and Love of Country
By: Dominic Craig — 7th Grade
Ms Adkins — St Francis Catholic School
Division II: 7th & 8th Grade
There are many ways I can promote Americanism and show respect for our country. Shown below are just a few of the things I can
do to help our country.
One of the ways I can promote Americanism and show love for our country is by thanking anyone I see that has served for our
country. Or by simply taking my hat off and stand up tall when saying the pledge or the National Anthem.
Another way I can show devotion for my country is be giving to the food shelf or help give food and clothing to the poor. And also
help the homeless by just giving them a little money or a blanket. In doing this I could even save the life of a child in poverty.
When I hear the word freedom, I think of two things, freedom of choice and freedom of petition. We as Americans have the right to
do what we please regardless to the law, and we can question the government and tell them what we wish for.
America provides us citizens with organizations that will help us. The government tries to meet all the needs of its citizens. This
makes me and many people feel safe and protected.
As Americans, we all have duties and responsibilities that we need to fulfill. Some of these responsibilities are, to vote, pay taxes, and
to help the community in any way we can.
Being a normal citizen the most effective thing I can do is show respect to others around me. Doing my part it will make life easier
and help others do the same.

To All Brainerd Elk Lodge 615 Members
In preparing a report for the Central District of our PER activity I was
amazed at the variety of ways we have contributed.
Listed Below are many of the activities provided by your PER
Committee. Thanks to all who participate in any way. You make the
Elks the wonderful organization it is.


PERs provide Sunday breakfasts to community members on the
first Sunday of each month, as well as a 5th Sunday once a year.



PER'S conduct all Lodge initiations.



PERs host the annual Corn and Chicken Feed and provide workers for
the Crow Wing County Fair Food Booth, (a major fund raiser for our
Lodge).



PERs provide workers for the Minnesota Elks Youth Camp openings
and closings.



PER's assist the lodge in memorial services, Lodge of Sorrow
remembrances, and substitute for absent officers at Lodge meetings.



PER's support and fund the Hoop Shoot Contest, the Soccer Shoot,
and the Elks Americanism Essay Contest.



PERS are active in the community with support to the Good Samaritan
Bowl with a focus on veteran's participation fees; and, along the with
the Elks Lodge, we sponsor the Youth bowling pin design project.



PERs conduct Bingo Nights at the St. Cloud, Minnesota Veterans
Hospital, and support the local Sport Boosters Golf Tournament.

02 Koshiol, Mel
06 Carlson, Kevin
07 Stone, Philip M
08 Antolak, Jack
Wisneski, Jeff
10 Dehen, James
Frazier, Raymond
11 Nelson, Lee
12 Steinbauer, Charles P
13 McAlpin, Eugene M

14 Johnson, Jonathan P
18 Busho, Brad R
Jacobs, Gerald
21 Wenner, Donald R
24 Little, Wayne
25 Imgrund, Ronald
27 Vadnais, Kevin J
28 Schmitt, Allen
30 Casey, Fred J

The deadline for anyone wishing to place an
article in the May issue of the Elkorama
will be April 15.
Please email them to
vanuyns@charter.net or leave articles at the
lodge. Thank you.
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd
Elks Lodge #615. 215 South 6th Street, Brainerd,
MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

The Brainerd Elks PER's are also strong in generating membership
programs. In conjunction with the Trustees and Lodge, the PER's have
sponsored several "Open Houses" at the Club; co-sponsored a
"2nd Thursday" along with Prairie Bay; Cashwise Liquors and the Iron
Waffle and sponsored a team of veterans attending CLC that are bowling
in the "Good Sam Bowl" fund raiser. In conjunction with the Good Sam
Bowl for 2016, the PER's will sponsor a silent auction table, that you
will hear more about in the May Elkorama.

Jim Runberg, President
Brainerd Elks PER Organization

Bertil Johnson
Born November 16, 1923
Initiated May 11, 1968
Passed Away November 16, 2015
“They have passed into the Light which is beyond
the valley of the shadow of death. The places
that have known them shall know them no
more. But their virtues are written upon the tablets of Love and Memory and they shall be reverenced for all time as true and faithful Elks “
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Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2016-2017———–
Exalted Ruler………….Bill Bailey, PER
Leading Knight………..Dan Graven, PER
Loyal Knight…………..William Kronstedt
Lecturing Knight……...Wayne Little
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....James Dehen, PER
Esquire……………Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Tiler…………………… Mark Wheeler

TRUSTEES
1st Year Trustee………...Jack Antolak
2nd Year Trustee………. Scott Longanecker
3rd Year Trustee………. Paul McQuaid
4th Year Trustee………..Bruce Mogensen
5th Year Trustee………..Dave Smith
Editor…………Brad Busho
Website: www.BrainerdElks.org
Email: info@brainerdelks.ors

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU
1

LODGE/CLUB HOURS:
Daily 3:00-9:00
Saturday 12:00-8:00

3

4
8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Elks

10

11

8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Eagles

6
5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: Ribs
by Tom Swanson

12
5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: TBA

5:00-8:00 Burger night

17
8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the VFW

24
8:00-12:00
Breakfast at the Legion

18
5:30 Trustees
6:30 Lodge meeting

25

SAT
2
11:00
Downtown Golf event

5

3:00-5:00 Good Samaritan
Bowl XIII Alley Rally @
Mills Ford
5:30 Trustees
6:30 Lodge meeting

FRI

19
5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: TBA

26
5:30-7:00
Family Dinner Night.
Entrée: TBA

7
All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

13

14

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks;
11:00-1:00
Polish Sausage

20

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks;
Fishing Fling @ Armory

5:00 St Cloud Veterans
Hospital for Bingo

9
Eagle Scout Banquet @
First Lutheran Church

15

16

22

23

29

30

5:30-7:00
Burger night

21

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

27

8
5:30-7:00
Burger night

5:30-7:00
Burger night

28
5:30-7:00
Burger night

