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ER Message
Greetings fellow Elks. I hope that what is passing for spring is going well. April marks the beginning of new Elk year. It
has been a good year with 10 newly initiated members, 1 affiliated, and 4 reinstatements. Unfortunately, we also had
10 members drop and very sadly lost 8. We do have several people awaiting initiation also so that is
good. As always, if you have a friend or acquaintance that would make a great Elk, please ask them.
We have started an Antlers program and you will be seeing the kids at some of our events and
please try to greet them. I hope this innovative program will be an asset to our community projects
and a positive experience for these young people.
We are getting ready for another busy summer with the Fishing Fling, County Fair, and events at the
Elk’s Camp on Lake Edward among others. Thank you in advance to all the hard work and team
effort that will make these as successful as they always are. It is hard to really quantify all the work
our Lodge does for our community and you should all be proud of our projects.
I am looking forward for a great year and as always, will appreciate any thoughts and suggestions. If you have an idea
for a project, please let an officer or trustee know and we can see what we can do to make it a reality. Have a great
summer and don’t be a stranger at the Club during the summer months.
Fraternally submitted,
Jim Dehen, ER Brainerd #615

Antlers Busy in April

April promises to be another busy month for the newly initiated Antlers youth. March mushroomed into a
phenomenal time as youth were busy designing and creating their bowling pin art, monthly meeting, initiation and dinner.
Following a successful Spaghetti dinner fundraiser, the young ladies and gentlemen became charter members of the Brainerd Elks Antlers 615 and begin the new year with installation
of officers on April 3. Prior to installation their Bowling Pin Art projects will be
on display at the Good Samaritan Alley Rally 3:30-5:30 at Mills Ford. On the
school district’s early out Wednesday the youth will be transported to the Elks
Youth Camp to stack wood in firewood boxes. Dinner will be served at the
camp. This will be their Warrior Day of Service project.
Sandwich a business meeting between that and the Good Sam Bowl on Sunday
April 30th, they are eager, energetic and wanting a fun activity while continuing to look for new
members to share their
excitement.
Youth also invite you to Jack’s House April 30 at
2:00 pm to cheer them on in the Good Sam Bowl.
Come earlier and check out and bid on the Sharing
Our Blessings Silent Auction items, especially our
pins and the Elks table of five donated items. Finally, try your skill at free throw shooting.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the
Advisory Council or have children or grands that
would like more information please contact Angela
Christensen at (218) 820-1790.

Student of the Month: Ammelia Weidencach, Little Falls Community High School
Ammelia Weidencach, Little Falls Community High School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for April 2017. Future
schooling plans include attending college to earn a four-year degree in analysis or youth development.
Ammelia is a student who is a positive influence, kind to others, and makes good choices. She works hard and is involved in a
variety of activities. Ammelia has demonstrated her maturity and responsibility by helping others at school and in her family. She
is a humble individual who does what needs to be done without recognition. Ammelia is a great role model for her peers and
consistently displays Flyer Pride, announces Kolbi Grant school counselor.
Ammelia is active in Book Club, Link Crew, Art Club and has been honored with a Target award. She has been secretary, treasurer
and president of Keystone Club and selected as “Youth of the Year” for the Boys and Girls Club. Reading, writing and painting are
leisure time ways to relax.

Student of the Month: Derick Robert Hall, Pierz-Healy High School
Derick Robert Hall, Pierz-Healy High School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for April 2017. A four-year college is in
his immediate sight to specialize in an undetermined medical field.
Derick is truly one of the hardest working and determined individuals Brittany R. Bueckers, school counselor knows. He had broken his neck in a “no one should have lived through” car accident returning to school two weeks later with a halo and GIANT
smile. Derick worked like nothing had happened, completing several college level courses and continuing physical therapy, six
months later he was cleared to play football again. Not only is Derick a true fighter, he is a kind person, true leader, and is constantly an example to our school and community of what it means to be a good person.
Derick excelled in football captaining the team this year. He also participates in track and school and church choir. He is a member of Student Athlete Leadership Team (S.A.L.T.), the National Honor Society, Youth Group and MHS.
Past time favorites include listening to music, working out and hanging out with friends.

Good Samaritan Bowl Partnership
Hi everyone!
On behalf of our Good Samaritan Bowl Steering Committee, we are THRILLED with our Brainerd
Elks partnership. It’s a wonderful opportunity to tell your story. Now that our Emcee Mike Brown is an
Elks member, he’ll really do a great job promoting your organization & membership at our two-day
event coming up April 30 & May 1. And don’t forget, our candy bar chairperson Evie O’Connor is a
new Elks member, too, and she and husband Bob will be at Jack’s House both days, too.
ANTLERS BOWLING PINS
The Antlers were one of the youth groups selected to participate in this year’s Bowling Pin Art Project. Students were given a used bowling pin, $10 in Chamber Bucks and craft supplies furnished by
Elks members. Wait until you see what they came up with! You can catch a sneek peak at their decorated pins at the Good Sam Bowl Alley Rally on Monday, April 3rd @ 3:30 – 5:30 pm at Mills Automotive. Antlers and their parents are invited for free pizza, entertainment and a chance to win door
prizes.
ELKS ANTLERS TEAM
The Elks PERS have sponsored a 6-person lane for the Antlers on Sunday, April 30 @ 2 pm. They’ll
be bowling on Lane 8 beneath the Brainerd Elks lane sign.
2PM SUNDAY SHIFT SPONSORSHIP
Butch Blight, president of the MN Elks Association, will roll out the ceremonial first ball at
the 2pm shift. That entire shift is being sponsored by the Brainerd Elks, which means Butch will also
be presenting the Top Pledge Earner Plaque at end of that shift. All Elk members are encouraged to
stop by and cheer on Butch and our bowlers.
SILENT AUCTION TABLE
The Brainerd Elks have a table at our SHARING OUR BLESSINGS Silent Auction. Jim & Diane
Runberg, Herman Wisneski, Mark Munson, Doug Johnson and Tom Larson have generously donated some great silent auction items. The Elks, in turn, will receive 50% of the proceeds for Membership Committee financial resources.
HOOP SHOOT
The Brainerd Elks will be setting up their portable basketball display on the dance floor at Jack’s
House on Sunday, April 30th. A fun way to promote the Hoop Shoot and see how good Bill Bailey is
at making baskets. More importantly, it’s an opportunity to let folks know about all the great things
the Elks do in our community.
Hope to see many Elk members at Jack’s House during Good Samaritan Bowl!
Liz Csanda, Good Sam Bowl Event Director, Elks Membership Committee

Secretary Report

Membership cards for the new year are being sent out as I get them. (purple holder this
year). Please DO NOT use the $10/
$20 purple and yellow punch cards until after the new year starts on April 1, 2017. Only
the yellow and purple cards will be accepted
after April 1st. All other punch cards will be
void.
Dues payments must be postmarked
by April 30th to receive the punch cards.
Please send your payments promptly, so reminders do not have to be sent out. Remember to use your key card to get in, instead of
ringing the buzzer.
Respectfully submitted, Shannon Dehen

Social News

Update on the Super Bowl Party: Our crowd was down this
year which was a little disappointing however, those who attended enjoyed the party. Lots of prizes, games and great
food.
Our next gathering will be Saturday, May 6th. Yes, once
again we will be joining in the fun and celebrate the Kentucky
Derby. Details are being finalized. Remember, hats are always a treat to see. There will be a variety of games, prizes
and food. Watch for updates. Soon posters will be around the
club along with the weekly emails from Jim Van Duyn. Please
mark your calendars to attend this event.
We, the Social Committee, work hard to bring fun and relaxation into your lives. We appreciate your support and we are
always looking for new ideas. Social Committee, Carol
Browne

Elk Members
Advertise Your Business
in the Elkorama!
a business card size Ad
12 issues, $120 per year

Lorraine Berry Leads PERs
I am pleased and honored to be an active member of the Brainerd Elks again.
I have been a member for 23 years and you are all like family to
me.
As president of the Past Exalted Rulers (PERs), I will appreciate
any input that would enhance our great lodge.
Though PERs have a small part in management, we assist in
many ways.
I have big boots to fill following Jim Runberg!
It’s Great to be an Elk!
Lorrain Berry, Past Exalted Ruler Committee President

In Memoriam
Charles “Chuck” Haugen
Born November 15, 1925
Initiated January 25, 1974
Passed Away March 3, 2017
“They have passed into the Light which is beyond
the valley of the shadow of death. The places that have
known them shall know them no more. But their virtues
are written upon the tablets of Love and Memory and they
shall be reverenced for all time as true and faithful Elks.”
Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the May issue of the
Elkorama will be April 15.
Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge. Thank you.

Thank You
Thank you for your recent donation to National Child Safety
Council and your local law enforcement department… On
behalf of local law enforcement officers, parents and their
children we thank you for recognizing the need for child safety
in your community Your donation may directly save the life of
a child. Sincerely, Safety Pup, NCSC and CWC SO/5 various
Police Departments
Dear Friend and Sponsor: The Brainerd Police Department
would like to express our sincere thanks for financially supporting our child safety and drug education program. We feel
it is our sworn duty to provide the public with the protection
and safeguards expected of us. Our planned child safety and
drug education program will help us do that…Thanks again,
not only from the Police Department but also from all of the
young people who will be touched by your helping hand.

APRIL Happy Birthday’s
06 Carlson, Kevin
07 O'Connor, Evelyn Mae
08 Antolak, Jack
08 Wisneski, Jeff
10 Dehen, James J
10 Frazier, Raymond
11 Nelson, Lee
12 Steinbauer, Charles P
13 McAlpin, Eugene M
14 Johnson, Jonathan P
18 Busho, Brad R

18 Jacobs, Gerald
21 Wenner, Donald R
23 Pietz, Kathryn L
24 Little, Wayne
25 Imgrund, Ronald
27 Vadnais, Kevin J
27 Willey, Travis
28 Schmitt, Allen
29 Henry, Peter J
30 Casey, Fred J

ER Bill, Officers, Members of Elks Lodge #615, Thank you so
very much for inviting Diane and myself to your Lodge and
participating in your initiation. It was short form but done
well enough to understand it. How great for the new member. Again thank you. Butch & Diane Blight, MN Elks State
President
Thank you very much Brainerd Elks Lodge 615 for the donation of The Calorie, Fat and Carbohydrate Counter and My
Food Plan books. Program Manager, Voluntary Service St
Cloud VA Health Care Systems
Hi Dick, I wanted to update you on Maci’s Hoop Shoot in
Hutchinson...Maci took 2nd...The banquet was awesome as
usual and it was a fun weekend. Thanks for everything the
Brainerd Elks Lodge does for kids. Thanks Lisa Martini

4 4 4 Membership Report
Membership is the lifeblood of our organization and without that we cannot do the charitable activities that we do!
So, let's get out there and get some new members!
Winner of the 4.4.4. Contest: James Runberg (Dinner for four
at Brainerd Elks Lodge)

Top Proposers of the Month: James Runberg (2), Mark
Wheeler
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

Don’t Miss the
Kentucky Derby
Party
•

Mint Juleps

Casual Buffet - $5.00
per person
•

•

•

Games & Prizes

Meat & Liquor Raffles

Dress in your finest Derby Attire
Fun Starts at 3:00

Saturday May 6th
215 South 9th Street

WELKome NEW member Michael Brown flanked by Exalted Ruler Bill Bailey and MN
Elks State President Butch
Blight.

WELKome NEW members Sarah Borchert and Keith Tuma.
Not pictured Gary Doucette.

Central Lakes College Raiders men’s & women’s Basketball
teams participated in the chicken dinner with root beer floats
topping off the meal compliments of the Brainerd Elks Lodge.
Kudos to Jack & Wendy Antolak and crew.

Robert Bueckers, St Francis, is one of three district level
Americanism Essay Contest winners. His “Why is it Important to Vote” essay captured second place at the local
level that earned him this certificate and $75. The Division II
entry has been forwarded to state level competition.
Tobias Jacobson, St Francis 4th grader placed second in the
Drug Awareness Poster Contest. He received a certificate and
$50 check. His class earned a pizza party compliments of the
Elks.

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2017-2018———–
Exalted Ruler………….James Dehen, PER
Leading Knight………..William Kronstedt
Loyal Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Lecturing Knight………Angela Christensen
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....Dennis Benjamin
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Tiler…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Scott Longanecker
2 nd Year Trustee……….Paul McQuaid
3 rd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
4 th Year Trustee………..Sharon Osborne
5 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak

April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1 Eagle Scout Banquet

2

3

8:00– Noon Breakfast @ the Elks

5:30 Trustees; 6:30
Lodge

4 5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée: Cashew Chicken by Herman
Wisneski

9

10

11 5:30-7:00 Family 12 All Day Happy

13

14

Dinner Night. Entrée: Chefs Choice

5:00—7:00 Burgers

5:00 St Cloud Vets

20

21

22

28

29

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Eagles

16

17

5

Hour 50 cents off all
drinks; 11:00-1:00
Polish Sausage

18 5:30-7:00 Family 19

8:00-12:00 Breakfast 5:30 Trustees; 6:30
@ the VFW
Lodge

23

25 5:30-7:00 Family 26

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Legion

30 8:00-12:00
Breakfast @ the
Legion 12:00 Man
Basketball game @
GS Bowl; 2:00 Antlers @ GS Bowl

Dinner Night. Entrée:
Biscuits & Gravy by
Herman Wisneski

7

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all
drinks;

Dinner Night. Entrée: Chicken Supreme by Social
Committee

24

6

8
12:00 DD Clinic
Fergus Falls

15

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks

27

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks

