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ER Message

I am looking forward to being your ER for 2018-2019, as we celebrate 150 years of Elkdom. Jim and I will
be traveling to San Antonio for the National Elks meeting in July. The national meetings are a great way to
see a different part of the country and network with other Elk members, as well as learn new
things about our organization. Any member can attend the district, state and national meetings.
I am the 3rd female ER of our lodge. We would like to see more women, especially wives of current Elk members, become a member. We encourage all members and spouses to find a project that interests you and get involved. Don't wait to be asked, ask one of your lodge officers or
committee chairs how you can be involved. We have many events coming up. Good Sam Bowl,
Scholarship Banquet, Fishing Fling, Flag Day and the state convention in Red Wing to name a
few. Our Anniversary grant was approved to do three veterans picnics at the local VA Community Based
Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) in June and July. Your help will insure successful events. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call (218-820-1689) or email me sddehen@aol.com.
Respectfully submitted, Shannon Dehen ER

Youth on Stage

There will be NO MAY performance as it falls
on Memorial Day. The next date will be June
25 at 6:30 at the Eagles.
Youth on Stage Open Mic opening night was
a smashing success! Couldn’t make it? Don’t
fret, the entire performance was captured
and is streamed on You Tube. They can be
viewed at http://www.owenswi.com/
openmic/videoYouTube.html
We had performances by two singing ukulele
players, a saxophone quartet, jazz band with
horns, the Taylor Brothers with 10-year-old
Rocco on drums, and a singing guitarist who
played harmonica.
An Instagram account has been established
and can be accessed at https://
www.instagram.com/youthonstagemn/
2018 Minnesota Elks State
Convention
June 21-24
Red Wing, MN
See Lodge Secretary for
Registration forms

16th annual Elks Soccer Shoot
Wednesday, May 30
6:00-8:30 pm
Southdale Soccer Field
All Youth Ages 6-13 Welcome

Please Volunteer to help—Sign up at the bar

Vets Memorial Day Picnic

Third annual Veterans and families picnic to
be held at the Brainerd American Legion
parking lot from 11:00 am until 1:00 pm on
Memorial Day. This free will donation event
will be host by Brainerd Elks Lodge 615 with
the Legion. Participants need not be vets to
attend.

Student of the Month:
Baylee Marie Foster
Baylee Marie Foster, Crosslake Community
School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the
Month for May 2018. She intends to complete
her AA degree and continue her education studying sports or film at the University of West
Florida.
Baylee Foster has been a full-time PSEO student at CLC for the past two years. While it is
an adjustment for any 11th grade student to
take even one college course, Baylee took a full
load of college courses and has excelled in
them, getting As and Bs! Additionally, Baylee
took Algebra II with us at the high school again
even though she had already passed it - not for
credit or a grade, but just as a refresher to help
her be more successful in college math classes
and on admissions tests. I am tremendously
impressed with Baylee’s hard work, perseverance, and dedication and am proud to nominate
her to be student of the month, remarks her
counselor, Holly Garnell.
Since her sophomore year of high school her
classes have all been online, therefore she has
not participated in any school organizations.
However, Baylee has been on the CLC President’s and Dean’s lists the last two semesters
and a 4.0 GPA last semester.
Her extracurricular activities include choir and
photography. She has been a busser at an area
resort since 2014 and am training to be a server
this year. In her spare time, she enjoys studying
WWII, American politics and learning the German and Russian languages. She listens to music and analyzes European football in her leisure time.

Youth Camp Opening Weekends
Men—May 11-13
Women—May 18-20

Social Committee

Our events calendar is complete except for finalizing some
dates.
There will be a Kentucky Derby get together at the
Club. Starting at 4:00 on May 5. The Social committee will
provide popcorn and pizza for all who attend the event. We
will also have a Name your Favorite Horse to win some
prizes. Please join us.
Our summer picnic is set for Tuesday, July 17th. Same
menu: burgers, brats, salads and all the trimmings. If you
speak kindly to us we may even throw in Cookies for dessert.
Mark your calendars for our next DESTINY CRUISE. Date
is Sunday, August 19, 2018. Watch for additional information to be posted soon.
Other things we are considering is a Soup or Chili Cook off,
a Deboneing Class to be held on a Saturday with dinner to
follow.
Would you like to see another bus trip to a Twins Game
this summer? Please share your thoughts. If enough are
interested plans will be put into place.
As always, your feedback is very important to us. Our purpose is to provide Fun Events for the enjoyment of our
Members and Guests.
Submitted by Carol Browne, Chairperson

Student of the Month:
Brittney Rosemary Boser
Brittney Rosemary Boser, Pierz-Healy High
School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the
Month for May 2018. She intends to attend Bemidji State University. She is unsure of what major field of study she will pursue.
Brittney is an extremely hard-working and determined individually reports her counselor Brittany
Bueckers. Academically, she has chosen to take a
very difficult course load her senior year; something most students chose to do the opposite. And
she is involved in our school and community-peer
helping, captain of varsity softball, basketball and
tennis. Brittney’s attitude is great and she shows
kindness to all of her peers, continued her counselor.
Brittney has been involved in sports, band and
choir since seventh grade. Her involvement in
community activities dates to 7th grade as well
having raked leaves early on adding work at youth
wrestling and basketball tournaments. She has
been a peer helper since 8th grade, plus Epic in 9th
grade, SALT in grade 10-12. Church youth group,
special Olympics, fish frys and many other activities round out this senior’s resume.
Health care and becoming a CNA are where her
employment experience lies. Leisure time activities continue in the athletic fields while spending
time with friends and family at the lake.

International Man of History
By Dave Csanda
At 92 years young, Brainerd Elks member Joe Masanz
still outpaces folks half his age. That’s hardly surprising;
he’s been doing it his entire life.
Joe was born and raised in St. Paul, Minnesota and served
on a U. S. Navy aircraft rescue boat in California from
1943 thru October of 1945. After the war, he returned to St.
Paul where he took a job as a
jeweler for 12 years. In 1947, he
met the love of his life, Donna,
who was employed at Sears
Roebuck. The couple was married in 1952 and enjoyed 65
years of married life together
touring the world with coworkers and friends.
While being a jeweler was
steady and profitable, Joe
found it too confining to sit at a
bench day after day. So, in
1959, he became a mechanical designer for Rosemount
Engineering in the Twin Cities area, where he worked on
complex aerospace and aircraft systems until retiring in
1987.
Joe and Donna first came to Brainerd in 1948, staying in a
cabin at Grand View Lodge on Gull Lake. His brother-inlaw from Mora had a Piper Cub on floats, allowing Joe
and Donna to return to the Brainerd area many times
throughout the 1950s, scouting for potential property. In
’65 or ’65, they purchased a lot on Rice Lake for back taxes and began the process of building their own home in
1967. Hands-on challenges appealed to Joe; if he didn’t
know how to build something, he simply researched it
until he did.
During their long life together, Joe and Donna flew, sailed
and skied their way all over the world: Europe, Asia, Africa, the South Pacific and Australia, South America and
even Antarctica, making numerous friends along the way.
From Aspen to the Alps, and from the Great Wall to Bora
Bora and beyond, they seized the opportunity to see the
world together, up until Donna’s recent passing last year.
Along the way, Joe joined the Brainerd Elks in 1972,
where he served as Exalted Ruler from ’90-91 and ’92-93,
along with a stint as Inner Guard for the state organization. Nowadays, he comes down to the Elks nearly every
day, often serving as a cashier for monthly Sunday breakfasts. “The one downside of a long life is that you lose all
your friends,” Joe says. “The Elks are my family now.”
You might assume that Joe has slowed down a bit after a
whirlwind life of globetrotting, but that’s not the case.
He’s already booked four bus trips and an Alaska cruise
this season. And the truly delightful thing about Joe is,
when you sit down and visit with him about his many
travels, his memory is still sharp as a tack: He recalls a
lifetime of names, places, dates and adventures like they
occurred only yesterday. And his gentle humor recalling
and sharing them will keep you entertained and enthralled whenever your world travels lead you to visit Elks
Lodge #615.
MOM, YOU MAKE THE
SUN SHINE!

Brainerd Elks Lodge 615
to present
American Flag Day Ceremony
June 14, 4:00 pm
All Veterans Memorial
Please join us for hamburgers
following the
Ceremony at
Brainerd Elks Lodge

Elks Camper Session July 8-14

Each year our Lodge sends deserving kids to the Elks
Youth Camp for a week during the summer. Many
kids in our community do not have the opportunity
or cannot afford to attend a summer camp. Our
Lodge will be sending 24 lucky kids to camp this
summer free of charge. If you know of any deserving
boys and girls ages 9-13 that would like to attend
camp, contact Becky Stadem at
becky.stadem@isd181.org

Eight Scouts from the Pine Tree District Central Minnesota Council Boy Scouts of America attained Eagle designation during 2017. They were honored at the Volunteer
& Eagle Scout Recognition Dinner hosted by Brainerd
Elks Lodge 615 at the Heritage Assembly of God Church.
New Eagles include (from left) Nathan Wind Troop 100
Crosby/Deerwood; Zachariah Huber Troop 77 Pillager;
Benjamin Soukup Troop 45 Brainerd; Ryan Peterson
Troop 43 Brainerd; and Jaden Howard Troop 44 Brainerd. Exalted Ruler Shannon Dehen presented each one
present a certificate and an American flag that flew over
the White House from the Elks.
Unable to attend the banquet and not pictured were Oliver Oldham Troop 44 Brainerd; Korben Cline Troop 52
Aitkin; and Christopher Churchill Troop 43 Brainerd.
This marked the 57th annual event that Brainerd Elks
have prepared and served the banquet.

Happy Mother’s Day

THANKS
FOR ALL YOU!

Members and Friends

You’re Invited to the

Annual Scholarship and
Student of the Month Awards
Banquet

Elks Youth Camp Raffle

Youth Camp Raffle tickets have arrived. They are available
for sale at any time, however, the big push will be in full
force after May 1st. The tickets once again are
$100 each. Each year we sell out of our allotted tickets so
plan early. Brainerd will once again be allotted 57 tickets as
there are only 1000 tickets sold in the entire state. To purchase a ticket, you may contact Dick Lyscio at (218) 8511753. Thank you for your support for the Youth Camp and
to your Elks Lodge !

Brainerd Elks Lodge 615 to present

Monday, May 7th 6:00 pm

American Flag Day Ceremony

Park United Methodist Church

June 14, 4:00 pm

IN MEMORIAM
Norman G. Myears

Born-November 3,
1938
Passed AwayFebruary 18, 2018
Initiated-October 29, 2010

“They have passed into the Light which is beyond the valley of the shadow of death. The
places that have known them shall know them
no more. But their virtues are written upon the
tablets of Love and Memory and they shall be
reverenced for all times as true and faithful
Elks.”

All Veterans Memorial

Please join us for hamburgers
following the
Ceremony at Brainerd Elks Lodge
May Birthdays
Here's wishing all our members with an May Birthday, a
Healthy and Happy "Special Day"

02 Rohlfing, Eric
02 VanWie, Joseph
03 Benson, Gary
04 Ludenia, William
05 Mathews, John
05 Molin, Conrad
05 Tollas, Harry
12 Andrew, Leland
14 Lundblad, Larry
15 Berry, M Lorraine

17 Henry, Marilyn
17 Schaitberger, Stephen
18 Hess, Clifford
20
Loge, Gary
20 Lyscio, Todd
21 Barker, David
22 Derby, Shawn
22 Jiran, Michael
27 Aho, John
28 Heitkamp, Valori

Thank You

Elks Lodge #615-Thank you -so much for the wonderful,
sturdy, blue chairs. The class loves them and the are providing safe comfortable seating for -All our students. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Thank you. Jen Kotaska,
Nisswa Elementary School Special Ed Teacher. Thank you
for the new chairs. Now we can move safely from table to
table and keep everyone safe. Teddi

DAV Turkey, Deer Hunts

Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the June issue of the Elkorama will be May
15. Please email them to jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge. Thank
you.

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

Twice a year Disabled American Veterans are invited to
participate in the Turkey or Deer hunts at Camp Ripley. It
wasn’t until 2013 when
Brainerd Elks began
participating in these
annual events preparing
and serving meals for
the veterans and their
partners.
Since the mid-1950s,
Camp Ripley has been
the venue for deer hunts
for many service members and retirees, remarks Tom Kramin Minnesota State
chairman for the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
National Veterans Service Commission.
Turkey hunting did not start until the spring of 2007. Disabled veterans, who by nature of the disability could not go
hunting by themselves, are invited to Camp Ripley for the
hunting trips.
Each spring 35 turkey pursuers, new applicants are chosen
first, then by lottery, are assigned a partner who is their
safety observer and hunting guide for the 3-day event, usually the first Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of May.
After hunters and partners arrive gun safety and blind setup briefings occur. The first day concludes with a Commanders Welcome banquet emceed by Dennis Erie, founder of the Sport Management Program at Mankato State
University, followed by early lights-out. Breakfast is at
4:00 am the second and third days of the hunt with an appreciation banquet the second day. The event is over at
7:00 pm on the third day.
Registration for Deer hunters is in August and those selected arrive the first Tuesday of October and follow the same
set-up as the turkey event. There are 65 veterans who have
partners for this venue.
Kramin posts both hunt applications online.
Another veteran event is Trolling for Troops. 40 veterans
are assigned 40 deployed military members and a guide, 3
persons per boat. This allows the "Old" and the "New" military personnel to discuss what was in the past and what is
now, allowing them to compare notes, as it were. This is
usually the first Friday of June. Trolling for Troops is pretty much filled by the camp.
If there are any Brainerd Elks that would like to assist and
have the Tuesday-Thursday free they can contact Kramin
at vets@mnelks.org and he will try to get them set up as a
hunting partner. It is a 3-day commitment. If your interest
is in food preparation contact Herman Wisneski.

May Secretary Report
Greetings members all.
First, it is the beginning of the new Elk year and thank you to all who have paid their dues. If you haven’t, please remit the payments as soon as you can so we can have our roster as accurate as possible.
This year we sent out requests for additional contributions and had a great response and a big thank you to those who gave a little
more. If you wish to help, it is not too late and please ask about options. I would also ask you to consider the Elk’s National Foundation, our Order’s long-term grant program. We get about 50% more back each year to the state for every dollar we give this year.
Elks care, Elks share is our calling and our Lodge has a very impressive record of giving in time, dollars, and program support. Thank
you to all who contribute to this effort and let’s keep it going forward.
Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, Secretary

7th Annual
“Four on the Fourth” Fun Run
Minnesota Elks Youth Camp Fun Run: “Four on the Fourth”
The Seventh Annual Four on the Fourth Fun Run will route 4 miles around beautiful Markee Lake on the morning of July 4th.
This family fun event will allow participants to show their patriotism while experiencing a fun run, walk, bike or rollerblade beginning and ending at beautiful Minnesota Elks Youth Camp. Runners can run for time or fun. Participants will begin and end on
the beautiful camp beach. A social will follow the run on the beach. Runners of all ages are welcome. Since many families are in
the area during this week, any interested vacationers are also welcome.

Fun Run Facts:
The Fun Run will occur on Wednesday, July 4th
Enter the service entrance from 7:30am to 8am and park on the ball field, start at 8:30am at the beach
Cost for adults is $25 with a t-shirt and $20 without
Cost for youth 12 and under is $15 with a t-shirt and $10 without (parent permission)
Participants can sign up at the run if they do not want a shirt
Prizes for most patriotic to be announced after the run
All participants who want shirts should preregister by email to mnelksyouthcamp@aol.com before July 1 st or call 218-9632222
All Participants must sign a waiver at the sign-up table prior to the run
A hand-held timing system will provide times
All Proceeds will go toward the MN Elks Youth Camp
Call Elks Camp Directors, Joel Baumgarten at 218-963-2222 or Kim at 320-492-3899 for questions or to sign up!
Find out more information about Elks Camp at http://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org or LIKE our page on Facebook
Waivers and payments can be sent to:
Four on the Fourth Fun Run - Minnesota Elks Youth Camp
10860 County Road 118, Nisswa, MN 56368
Camp Location:
The Minnesota Elks Youth Camp is located near Nisswa, Minnesota on Pelican Lake. (Directions coming from the south) Take
highway 371 north of Brainerd about 10 miles and turn East on

Elks Kids and Grandkids Week

Elks kids Weeks this year are; first session July 22-28 and
second session July 29-Aug 4. If you are a member and
have a child or grandchild (ages 9-13) that would like to
attend summer camp you can send them on either of
these two weeks. The cost is $150.00 for a member and
$200.00 for a nonmember for one week. These sessions
fill up fast so early registration is encouraged. The child
must have a current physical before attending. All registration forms and any other information can be obtained at
http://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org.

Elks Troops Week

Each year Lodges from around the state send children of
the men and women from our armed forces to camp for
a week. This is a very worthwhile cause that shows that
we as Elks appreciate what the members of our armed
forces do for our country. If you would like to sponsor a
child (ages 9-13) for Troops Week the cost is $75.00 per
child. Please make your check out to: Minnesota Elks
Youth Camp and put Troops Week in the lower left-hand
corner. Troops Week is July 15-21.

Put your check or cash in a sealed envelope with Troops Week on it. Thank you!

Gaby Haire, (third from left) 2015-2019 Elks National
Foundation MVS scholarship recipient participated in the
2018 Spring Service Trip to Asheville, NC. The week
focused on serving individuals and veterans transition-

Youth
On Stage
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BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2018-2019———–
Exalted Ruler………….PERShannon Dehen
Leading Knight………..Dan Graven
Loyal Knight…………..
Lecturing Knight………Dennis Benjamin
Secretary…………….…James Dehen, PER
Treasurer……………....Herman Wisneski, PER
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Paul McQuaid
2 nd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
3 rd Year Trustee……….Sharon Osborne
4 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak
5 th Year Trustee………..Scott Longanecker

May 2018
SUN

TUE

WED

THU

1 DAV Turkey
Hunt @ Camp Ripley 5:30-7:00 Family Dinner Night:
Chicken Supreme by
Social Committee

2 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks; DAV Turkey
Hunt @ Camp Ripley

3 DAV Turkey
Hunt @ Camp Ripley; 5:00—7:00
Burgers

4

5

7 9:00 Good Sam
Bowl; 6:00 Scholarship Banquet @
Park United Methodist Church

8

9 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks; 5:00 Fishing
Fling!

10

11

12

5:00—7:00 Burgers

Men’s Youth Camp
Opening Weekend

Men’s Youth Camp
Opening Weekend

13 HAPPY
MOTHER’S DAY
8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Eagles

14

15 5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night:

16 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

17

18

19

5:00—7:00 Burgers

Women’s Youth
Camp Opening
Weekend

Women’s Youth
Camp Opening
Weekend

20

21

25

26

5:00 Trustees

23 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks;

24

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the VFW

22 5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night:

27

28
MEMORIAL DAY
Vets picnic @ Legion

30 All Day Happy
Hour 50 cents off all
drinks; 6:00-8:30
Soccer Shoot

31

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Legion

29 5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night:

6
8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Elks; Good
Sam Bowl

MON

NO Family Dinner
Night:

5:00—7:00 Burgers

6:30 Lodge

5:00—7:00 Burgers

FRI

SAT

