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Get Ready for 150th Anniversary Party

Celebrating 150 years of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks was enthusiastically embraced by the
Brainerd Elks Lodge Membership Committee as another avenue to inform the Brainerd lakes area (about
Elkdom) to make our communities better places to live. Over the Brainerd Lodges’ 117 years of existence,
Brainerd Elks Lodge 615 has contributed an estimated $3.75 million to youth activities and
veterans’ services. Each month during this anniversary year the committee will highlight what
“Brainerd Elks Do…” in the communities today. There will be two open houses so watch for
details.
About half of our membership enjoy a lifetime member status. I’m certain each of you have
one or more stories to share. If you would share your memories of being an Elk, one of the
committee members will set up an interview. Or, if you prefer to write your story that can be
mailed to or dropped off at the lodge.
Another way to contribute to this anniversary celebration would be to research one of the “Brainerd Elks
Do…” themes and compose a short history.
Let’s make this a BPOE (Best People on Earth) ELK year to remember!

ER Report
Greetings to all. Yes, it’s the middle of winter but it also the
beginning of a new year. I hope this is your best you have had
yet. There are two items I want to mention briefly in this note
for your consideration.
First, the new Elk year starts on April 1st. This is
when we install the officers and trustee elected for the 2017-2018 Elks year. Please consider
serving our Lodge as an officer if you are interested. The commitment is two Monday night
meetings per month except July, August, and
September when there is only one. Ask an
officer, PER, trustee if you want more information. We would like to see some new people because new
insights and points of view are positive for the Lodge. Thank
you in advance for your consideration of the offices.
The second is about February 2018- and the following twelve
months. This next February the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will celebrate its 150th birthday. There is an ongoing
timeline history in the Elk’s Magazine that will show you what
we are, how we got there, and the amazing things our Order
has done for our country and its citizens over the years. Please
talk with Jim Van Duyn or the other members of the 150th committee to see where and how you can help. We as Elks can and
should be “LOUD and PROUD” of everything we have accomplished, and we need to be excited about the next 150 years.
Stay warm and please consider where you help us to make our
Lodge better and better.
Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, ER Brainerd #615

Impact Grant: Open Mic
As you know, great progress has been made since the Elks
National Foundation 2017-18 Impact Grant Application was
submitted (August 31, 2017), and, approved by the Elks National Foundation on November 10, 2017. The Mark Munson School of Rock is pretty much set to go for the 1st two
weeks in August 2018, with instructors hired, classroom
location settled, and, the MM School of Rock Concert scheduled to be held at the Franklin Arts Center. More on dates
and time of activities will be posted later.
Now, the Open Mic Program, which is a MM School of Rock
year-round activity, needing Elk member participation, will
be held once or twice a month, starting in February
2018. Mark Munson, has identified six areas and positions
that need leaders and help to make the program run
smoothly. Several Elk members and interested folks have
already stepped forward. The Open Mic Program positions
and/or categories are as follows:
Find, identify, possible venues for the Open Mic Program, with concern as to stage size, electrical service, audience capacity, etc.
This category is for the development of the actual structure of the Open Mic Program. Necessary, in that
we have never run an open mic program. We need
to get input from anyone who has run an open mic
program, and, of course, come up with ideas of our
own. (Continued on page 3)

Student of the Month: Taylor
Ann Shepard
Taylor Ann Shepard, Northland High School
Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for
January 2018. To earn her AA degree and eventually become a social worker.
Taylor displays in her personality, naturally several
aspects that the Elks have in their mission statement, said Scott Peterson, counselor. Taylor is very
giving of her time to benefit others, cultivates good
fellowship and a positive school climate, stands up
to make sure all students are treated fairly, and is
very empathetic to those who have less than her in
a very sincere way desiring to help them, Peterson
continued. Academically she sees the value of education and plans to go into social work. Taylor always strives to do her best and has taken CLS classes at Northland to get a jump on her college course
work. She is an amazing young lady who has not let
physical setbacks due to injuries dampen her positive spirit.
As Senior Class President, Taylor is a member of
the National Honor Society and secretary of the
Student Leadership Team. She is a three-year presidential honor roll affiliate. Taylor sings in the choir
and plays varsity softball. She is an All-Conference
player and was an All-Section selection. Taylor is a
member of her church youth group, volunteers for
Food Shelf and Toys for Kids. She is a member of
the summer softball program and on the traveling
team.
Taylor passionately enjoys playing softball, spending time with family and friends, exercising and
singing. She will be attending Itasca Community
College for her AA degree and coaching certificate,
transfer to a 4-year college for a degree in social
work.

Secretary Report

Any Elks member who proposes 3 new members or
reinstates 3 previous members, or a combination of
the 2, will receive their lodge #615 portion of the
dues FREE for the 2018-2019 year. State and national fees would still have to be paid. This must be
done by the end of our fiscal year, March 31, 2018.
If you have any questions, please contact
me. sddehen@aol.com Help us to increase our
membership and get your dues free!
If you know any of these members or have contact
information for them, please encourage them to pay
their dues for this year.
I have no contact information for: Stephen Busch
(Woodbury, MN); Denise Jepsen (Brainerd, MN); Dr.
Roy Ployhar (Brainerd, MN)
Contact info can also be sent to
me sddehen@aol.com Thank you
Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen

Thank You
Dear Friends, On behalf of our Lakes Area residents, thank
you for supporting Good Samaritan Bowl. 100% of our proceeds stay local! Bless You! Good Sam Bowl Steering Committee.
The Shop would like to thank everyone from the Elks for
your continued support. Ss by many of the youth
Elks Members, The kids love the Dictionaries! From Riverside 3rd Grade Staff (TY Notes from students are at the bar
for your reading)
Dear Mr Ramey, Thank you for caring about kids and giving us Dictienarys. You are so nice to us. You helped us
learn new words I cood use. Thank you. P.s…. From Brianna
Thank you from Pillager 3rd Grade students.

Student of the Month: Jackson
Gary Taylor
Jackson Gary Taylor, Isle High School Senior is
Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for January
2018. North Dakota State University is in his sights
and to join the ROTC Air Force program.
Jack is a very motivated individual that sets high expectations for himself. We feel that he makes the
most of his high school experience through his involvement and leadership in extra-curricular, such
as NHS (National Honor Society), winter and spring
sports. He also can see beyond high school and
strives to meet his goals of attending a 4-year college
and join the ROTC Air Force. His volunteer work in
the community and positive energy in the classroom
make him a great leader in our school, reports Kate
Scherber, counselor.
This young man is NHS vice president and a People
to People student ambassador who participates in
basketball, golf, trap, and bass fishing. Jack is the
basketball captain and has received awards for Student of the Month and Husky High 5’s. Jack is a
young man who volunteers in many different activities, namely NHS trick or treat for canned goods,
daycare at teacher conferences, ditch clean up, color
run and carnation. He has popped Kettle corn, took
vets fishing and was an official at an ice fishing tournament.
Jack is an all-around outdoors type of guy who enjoys hunting, fishing, BWCA camping, hiking, water
sports, golfing, skiing plus gaming, flying and working out.

January Birthdays

Hoop Shoot 2017
The Brainerd Elks held it's 46th annual Elks Hoop
Shoot on Saturday, Dec.9th, at Forestview Middle
School in Baxter for kids ages 8-13 years old.
Schools from approximately a 30 mile radius of Brainerd held their own in-school free-throw contest and the
winners from these schools were sent on to Baxter to
compete in the local Elks Hoop Shoot. Their were 40
kids from the area that competed in the contest and a
total of over 3,000 kids in this area who participated in
their schools to reach this point.
The top three places in each age division for girls
and boys are as follows:
Girls 8-9 year old—1st place Addison
Bjorklund, Baxter; 2nd place Sidney Larsen, Brainerd;
3rd place Olivia Denhartog, Pequot Lakes
Boys 8-9 year old—1st place Blake Spickza, Pequot Lakes; 2nd place Evan Bolt, Baxter; 3rd place Noah
Moss, Aitkin
Girls 10-11 year old—1st place Natalie Smith,
Baxter; 2nd place Lexi Hills, Aitkin; 3rd place Ellie
Ouradnik, Pequot Lakes
Boys 10-11 year old—1st place Ayden Carranza,
Forestview; 2nd place Hubson Juel, Forestview; 3rd
place Ben Anderson, Baxter
Girls 12-13 year old—1st place Maci Martini,
Pequot Lakes; 2nd place Kelsi Martini, Pequot Lakes;
3rd place Aubrey Larsen, Pequot Lakes
Boys 12-13 year old—1st place Cooper Johnson,
Pequot Lakes; 2nd place Rowen Schwendemen,
Forestview; 3rd place Dawson Ringler, Forestview
The first place winners in each division now go on to
compete at the Elks Central District Hoop Shoot which
will be held again in Baxter at Lake Region Christian
School on Jan.20th.The six winners from there will go
on to State, Regional and finally National competition.
A very special "Thank You" to all of those volunteers
who helped with the local Hoop Shoot. A program of
this magnitude needs a lot of volunteers and just cannot be done successfully without all of you. Dick Lyscio
- Hoop Shoot Chairman

LODGE WILL BE
OPEN NEW YEARS DAY
12:00—6:00

01 Runberg, James
02 Roberts, Shon
03 Johnson, Ted
03 Strobel, Mark
08 Coughenour, James
10 Arnold, Bradley J
12 Hoghaug, Randahl
14 Hermerding, David F
14 Tracy, Dale H
16 Christensen, Angela

18 Aumock, Randy
22 Halsted, Charles F
23 McDonald, John
24 Keinanen, Ione
24 Steuck, Awald
25 Goedker, Colleen
25 Shortridge, Susan
25 Stevenson, Chester
28 Luukkonen, Roy
30 Cooper, Tom M

Social Committee
A huge THANK YOU to all who donated the wonderful goodies for our annual bake sale. Our proceeds are going to buy
some new kitchen items. Again, thank you for giving your
time to help.
Our committee continues to work toward making Super
Bowl 2018 a special event. Please share any ideas you may
have. There will be games and prizes and a free buffet put
on by the Social Committee. Mark your calendar
for February 4th. Festivities will start about an hour before
the game. Signs will soon be up with additional information.
The Social Committee Tuesday Dinner on February 20,
2018 will be the "KICK OFF EVENT" for the 150th celebration. We are expecting many members and guests. We will
need help with meal preparation and serving so please volunteer your time to help make this a successful evening.
Please let us know to what capacity you can help with.
Final note is welcoming our latest member to the Social
Committee. We look forward to working with Anita Straka
and sharing her good ideas. Welcome Anita!
Social committee Chairperson, Carol Browne

(continued from page 1 Grant)
Here we need volunteers to contact the local music
educators, starting with the band and orchestra
directors, to let them know about the Open Mic
Program, and its intentions.
Open Mic Advertising. This area of work includes
finding out how the kids stay informed to what is
going on! Perhaps poster development, and,
perhaps lining up an established group to play at
an Open Mic evening.
Stage management crew. We will need volunteers to
be a “roadie crew”, that will set up and tear down
the equipment at the Open Mic Venues.
Each category should have 2 or 3 volunteers. The Open
Mic Program already has several Elk members that have
stepped forward, to help fill the above captioned categories. Please call me at 218-270-2217 if you could help
out with the “Open Mic Program”.
Thank you very much, Jim Runberg, Primary Contact
Person for Elk member participation

How the Elks Began
The moving spirit for the Elks was an Englishman named Charles Algernon Sidney Vivian. Born October 22, 1842, this
son of a clergyman was a successful comic singer and dancer in the music halls of London. In November 1867, Vivian
arrived in New York City to try his fortune. Other actors and entertainers soon gravitated toward his magnetic personality. With everything closed on Sunday because of New York City Blue Laws, a group of theatrical people began meeting
for their own amusement under Vivian’s leadership. A loose organization was formed to make sure the larder was wellstocked for these gatherings. They called themselves the Jolly Corks, a name derived from a trick introduced by Vivian
in which the uninitiated purchased a round of refreshments. When one of their members died shortly before Christmas
in 1867, leaving his wife and children destitute, the Jolly Corks decided that in addition to good fellowship, they needed
a more enduring organization to serve those in need. On February 16, 1868, they established the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and elected Vivian to head it. Its social activities and benefit performances increased the popularity
of the new Order. Membership grew rapidly. Elks traveling to other cities spread the word of the Brotherhood of Elks.
Soon there were requests for Elks Lodges in cities other than New York. In response to these appeals, the Elks asked
the New York State legislature for a charter authorizing the establishment of a Grand Lodge with the power to establish
local Lodges anywhere in the United States. When the Grand Lodge Charter was issued, the founders then received
the first local charter as New York Lodge No. 1 on March 10, 1871. Dissension soon erupted. Legitimate actors headed
by George F. McDonald wanted to restrict membership to the theatrical profession. This view was opposed by Vivian
and his friends. Taking advantage of Vivian’s absence due to an out-of-town engagement, the McDonald group summarily expelled Vivian and several of his closest friends. Years later the Order rectified this illegal act, but it gave rise to
a controversy whether Vivian was actually the founder of the Order. In 1897, a formal inquiry firmly established his right
to this honored title. Vivian continued, after his expulsion from the Order, to enchant audiences across the country. He
starred with some of the largest road companies of the time. Together with his actress wife, the former Imogene
Holbrook, Vivian set up a repertoire theater in Leadville, Colorado. Shortly thereafter he died of pneumonia on March
20, 1880. In 1889, the Elks moved his body from Leadville, Colorado, to Mt. Hope Cemetery, Boston, Massachusetts.
Mrs. Vivian received a stipend from the Order her husband founded until her death in 1931. The legacy of Charles Vivian continues to this day. In addition to aiding members in distress, the Elks raise money for children with disabilities,
college scholarships, youth projects and recreational programs for patients in veteran’s hospitals. On June 14, 1907 the
Order held a Flag Day observance. This tradition later was declared a national holiday by President Harry S. Truman.
During World War I, the Elks funded and equipped the first two field hospitals in France and built a 72-room community
house in Camp Sherman, Ohio, and a 700-bed rehabilitation hospital in Boston, which they turned over to the War Department. They also raised money for the Salvation Army’s frontline canteens. Their loans to 40,000 returning veterans
for college, rehabilitation and vocational education were the precursor of the GI Bill. When World War II broke out, the
Elks were the only civilian organization asked to help recruit construction workers for the military, a task that was completed three months ahead of schedule. The Elks also contributed more than half a million books to the Merchant Marines so that their men would have reading material on board ship. The Korean War again brought out the best in the
Elks. They donated more than half a million pints of blood to help wounded soldiers. When the wounded from Vietnam
needed help, the Elks responded. They provided the funds for a recreation pavilion at the Navy Hospital on Guam. The
wounded at Tripler Medical Center in Hawaii were sweltering in the heat. When the Elks heard of their plight, they purchased 24 air-conditioning units so these patriots could recuperate in some degree of comfort. When Operation Desert
Storm took place, the Elks again led the support for our fighting men and women in the Persian Gulf. Subordinate Lodges undertook letter-writing campaigns to help keep up the spirits of the defenders of freedom. The Elks were also
among the first to welcome them home and thank them for a job well done. Our story is long; our work is humble; our
history is proud. As long as there are those who need our help, the Elks will be there to give aid and comfort. from
https://www.elks.org/history/News

Forget resolutions: Set one Elks goal for 2018
The new year brings an opportunity to start fresh. We make resolutions to stop procrastinating, eat healthier, exercise more, act
nicer to others, and so on. Yet many of us set unachievable expectations and are left wondering why we abandon our resolutions
by February.
Let’s resolve to get rid of resolutions this year and instead set goals that we can realistically attain. I challenge you to choose just
one actionable goal that you can execute this calendar year within your Lodge, community, or the greater Order. Here are some
ideas to get you started: Share your pride in being an Elk by recruiting and installing a new member. Volunteer to chair a committee or event within your Lodge. Run for an officer position within your Lodge this coming March. Seek out a new charitable
initiative for your Lodge to support in your community. Master the Elks ritual process and help strengthen your Lodge’s ritual performance.
I hope these ideas spark a desire to make a difference in your community and work together with fellow members. If we give ourselves realistic goals, then we’re more likely to stick to them and ultimately become a stronger Lodge.
As Pat and I get back on the road again this month, another one of my goals for the remaining year is to promote our 150 years of
Elkdom. As we get closer to our annual reunion in July in San Antonio, Texas, I challenge each of you to bring your great works of
Elkdom into your local communities.
I look forward to hearing about the ways you are strengthening Elkdom as we continue this journey together.
Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler, MALCOLM J. McPHERSON JR.

150 years of Service: Drug

Awareness

Soon after 1982 the Elks developed partnerships with multiple federal agencies to address leading drug abuse issues facing communities throughout the country, Brainerd Elks Lodge 615 jumped on board to develop a local program. Today, the Elks National
Drug Awareness Program is the largest volunteer drug awareness program in the United States.
Brainerd’s DA history dates to 2001 when the Lodge began partnering with the Brainerd Police Departments Safety Education
program. It was the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) school education program that the Elks supported. That program has been abandoned but the Elks continue to support the safety education program.
In the early 1990’s Elks 615 began setting up a DA trailer display at the Crow Wing County Fair and members began to hand out
literature, coloring books, crayons and bookmarks to interested fairgoers. Since then the trailer has been a homecoming and July
4th parade entrant, participated in “Neighborhood Night Out” and been available for various other community functions.

More recently the committee is sponsoring a local DA Poster contest for 3rd-5th grade students. Committee members visit all
schools in the lodge jurisdiction encouraging participation. A local winner is selected, advanced to district and possibly on to
state. The state selects an overall winner and is forwarded to national for publishing in an online coloring book.
Brainerd Elks are committed to eliminating the use and abuse of illegal drugs by all members of society and believe that
to ensure a bright future for our country, it is essential that our children be raised in a drug-free environment. The Lodge committee encourages anyone interested in the possibilities to enhance, expand local involvement are limitless please contact Exalted Ruler Jim Dehen, 218-820-8557.

Elk Members

Advertise Your Business
in the Elkorama!
a business card size Ad
12 issues, $120 per year

150TH TEAM MEMBERS
Include Barbara Arens, Bill Bailey, Dennis Benjamin, Lorraine Berry, Carol Browne, Liz Csanda, Sharon Osborne,
Jim Runberg and Jim Van Duyn. Please check with one
of them if you are willing to volunteer to help out during
this historic year of Elkdom. ELKS CARE—ELKS SHARE
Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the February issue of
the Elkorama will be January 15.
Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave articles at the lodge. Thank you.

Youth Camp Chronicle
Did you know (from the Camp Board) …the Minnesota Elks
Youth Camp served 662 campers in 2017…a record number of
scholarships to staff were awarded and appreciated…Penny-A
-Day support provided $109,000 that does not have to be
charged to the lodges…a conservation easement with the
DNR is in process…July 8-14 is Brainerd’s 2018 camp schedule
(we send 13 boys and 11 girls)…Pontoon boats are aging must
plan for newer fleet, funding and sources needed; do you
know a marine dealer or someone who wants to help in the
process, contact a board member (Herman Wisneski or Dick
Lyscio).
Every year at the October Mid-Year Convention the Chronicle
includes several lists: Wish List, Fix List, Donations Wish List
and Other Wishes List. 150-Twin up to Queen size blankets
top the wish list. Other items on this list include new faucets
for the boys and girls wash houses; two drinking fountains;
two washer/dryer combos; a 25-50 hp outboard tiller motor;
new pontoon with motor; four field lights; two signs and a
new cabin.
The Donations Wish List includes 3-heavy duty hand pull garden wagons; 3-backpack leaf blowers; 10-push brooms; 10flashlights; 10-youth life jackets; bug spray, laundry detergent, snacks, paper goods, 20-bags of charcoal, Tonka sand
toys and monies for archery equipment and sunscreen
(specific to prevent swimmer’s itch).
For a complete and detailed list of Maintenance projects,
check out the Lodge Bulletin Board.

The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Be Proud. Be Loud!
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615 gives back to the community! Over 3.75 Million dollars in donations have been
giving those who live in the Brainerd lakes area communities. This is made possible by Elks members
who work to support and see the residents in our
community benefit. Be a part of something special,

NEW!
Veteran Volunteer of the Year
Nomination Form:
The Veteran Volunteer of the Year Award
honors those who have demonstrated outstanding service to veterans and military
members in need. Know
someone who qualifies?
Nominate them! State
Veterans Chairs will
choose two winners
from each state.
The national winner will
receive formal recognition and a $500 grant
to be used for the Lodge charitable project of
his or her choosing. The Veteran Volunteer of
the Year will also be invited to attend the
2018 Elks National Convention in San Antonio, Texas, expenses paid courtesy of the ENVSC.

From the District Deputy, Dave Zane,
Willmar Lodge 952…
Here are the ENF numbers for the seven months ended
10/31/17. Minnesota is at $7.36 which is currently 4th in the
nation. We’ve raised $56,317 which is just over $20,000 short
of $10 per member.
The South leads the way at $14.670 per member, followed by
the Metro at $5.440, the North at $4.533, and the Central at
$4.288. Thirteen lodges have already made the GER’s $4.75
per member goal.
Thanks to everyone who has worked for and/or contributed
to ENF. Keep up the good work and make sure contributions
are sent in promptly to Chicago so we know where we’re at
for the year.

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2017-2018———–
Exalted Ruler………….James Dehen, PER
Leading Knight………..William Kronstedt
Loyal Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Lecturing Knight………Angela Christensen
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....Dennis Benjamin
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Scott Longanecker
2 nd Year Trustee……….Paul McQuaid
3 rd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
4 th Year Trustee………..Sharon Osborne
5 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak

January 2018
Sun

Mon
1

7

8

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Elks

Tue

Wed

2

3

NO DINNER

9
5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night:

Thu
4

Fri

Sat

5

6

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all
drinks; 6:30 Open
Mic meeting @
Crossing Arts

5:00 until gone Friday Night Warm Up:
Sloppy Joes $3 or 2/
$5

1:00 Baxter Bass
Club

10 All Day Happy

12

13

11

Hour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Burgers;
drinks; 11:00—1:00
3:00 150th CelebraPolish Sausage Lunch
tion meeting
3:00 PER meeting

5:00 until gone Friday Night Warm Up:
Brats $3 or 2 $5

19

20

14

15

16

17

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Eagles

6:30 Lodge

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night:

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks
5:30 Fishing Fling

5:00 until gone Friday Night Warm Up:
Chili $3 bowl

12:00 District Hoop
Shoot @ LRCS

21

22

23

24

26

27

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night: Baked
Chicken by Social
Committee

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks

30

31

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night:

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all drinks

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the VFW

28
8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Legion

29

18

25

5:00 until gone Friday Night Warm Up:
Sloppy Joes $3 or 2
for $5

