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ER Message
Happy spring to all, the end of winter is in sight. Although I will
not be ER when you get this, I am writing it on March 16 th. I
hope everyone went green on St. Patrick’s Day and had a great
time.
I wanted to inform the Lodge of two things I learned at the State
Elks Trustee meeting on March 10th. The first is that Paul Ryan, a
member of the Wilmar Lodge #952, is in the running to be
Grand Exalted Ruler in 2 years. He was just elected Chair of the
Board of Grand Trustees and has been a Grand Trustee for 2
years. This is an exciting opportunity for Minnesota Elks to have
a national leader. We will be looking at ways to support his campaign because they do cost money. There will not be any assessments or the like but will be looking at fundraiser opportunities
to help support him and would like to know your thoughts and
ideas.
The second is I think very exciting. Have you ever wondered
what goes on at the annual Grand Lodge convention? They really are a fun time and I have greatly enjoyed the 11 that Shannon
and I have attended since 2006 and we are looking forward to
San Antonio this July. The 2023 Grand Lodge Convention will be
in Minneapolis and will allow people to attend without nearly as
large of travel expense that is usually involved. And to reassure
anyone concerned, this is organized and run by Grand Lodge and
does not cost the Minnesota Elks anything. Of course, they will
be looking for volunteers but that is about 150-200 people from
across the state Lodges and participation is voluntary. More
details to come for sure but you can mark your calendars now
for a great event and opportunity to see all that our Order does
across and for our country.
Wishing everyone a great spring and thank you to all for your
support as your Exalted Ruler. Please be as nice to Shannon as
she takes the helm for the next year. She is already trying to get
her Secretary up to par but time will tell. Have a laugh at that
one and thank you again for the support and advice.
Fraternally submitted, Jim Dehen, PER Brainerd Lodge #615

Brainerd Elks Annual

Fishing Fling
May 9, 2018

Tickets from the Bartender

April 2018

Youth on Stage

Elks #615 1st "Youth On Stage" Open Mic Program was re-

cently held at the Brainerd Eagles Club, our Open Mic venue. Things have really come together for our Elks sponsored
impact grant. Committee members have held
many meetings the past three months, where
members have voiced ideas, shared opinions
to shape the direction of this program.
Curtis Jendro, co-director of the Open Mic
Program, has volunteered to bring his personal
sound equipment to use at the Open Mic
events. A drum set has been donated. Also,
we have had an anonymous donation of $500.00. This donation will be used in addition to our Impact Grant money, to
purchase musical equipment, for advertising, etc. at future
events.
Mark Munson's dream of a youth orientated Open Mic Program, where kids could continue to be involved with their
music, and, perform to live audiences on a year around basis,
is coming true. A big thank you goes out to everybody for
helping and making this Brainerd Elks sponsored program a
success. We are still exploring ways to use our Impact Grant
money. Please support and enjoy our next Youth On Stage
Open Mic Program, on April 23, 2018, at the Eagles Club,
at 6:30 PM. Hope to see you there!
Jim Runberg, Co-director and Primary Contact Person

WELKome new members Joe (Renee) Kortus,
Chris (Stacey) Berent, and Curtis (Nancy) Jendro
with Exalted Ruler Shannon Dehen. We are looking forward to getting to know you.

Student of the Month:
Vanessa Marie Lee

Vanessa Marie Lee, Aitkin High School Senior is
Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for April 2018. She is
headed to Central Lakes College to begin pursuit of a
teaching degree.
Her school counselor writes, “One of the greatest characteristics that Vanessa has is her work-ethic. Vanessa is
involved in many activities at Aitkin High School and is
always willing to go the extra mile. She is not afraid to
take on a leadership role and does so with humility and
positivity. Without her, many things would probably go
undone. All of her hard work and dedication is definitely
appreciated by others, but sometimes can go unnoticed.”
Vanessa participates in concert choir, one act plays, peer
leaders and is treasurer of student council. When she is
not reading, writing or playing animals, Vanessa volunteers with Aitkin Women of Today.

Student of the Month:
Elijah Michael Uban

Elijah Michael Uban, Pillager High School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for April 2018.
College bound with a degree in science, possibly engineering.
Eli has been gifted with incredible talent, both academic
and artistic. As a transfer student in middle school, we
have found it challenging to find courses rigorous enough
to meet his demands academically, specifically in math.
Not only does Eli’s ability shine in academics, he also is
extremely talented in music and the fine arts. Eli uses his
gifts and talents to help others. This summer he volunteered two weeks to help beginning band students learn
their instruments. He has tutored countless students in
math and other areas. He is so well rounded particularly
in plays, theater, music, Knowledge Bowl, and a host of
other activities, reports Sue Turner, counselor.
Accolades follow his talents as Eli has received a Superior
Honor Roll honor while serving as president of the National Honor Society and the music department. He is
treasurer of the music department and earned most valuable performer award in band.
Eli’s extracurricular activities include band, choir and
chamber choir that extends into community by participating in the Staples Area Men’s Chorus. He has participated in a school musical.
Watching sports, reading, listening and playing music
and playing video games are times of leisure for Eli.

Volunteers

Volunteer opportunities abound with the Elks National
Veterans Service Commission
Become a VAVS deputy representative. Two people are
needed. Responsibilities: Frequently visit
with VA Community Based Outpatient
Clinic, CBOC administrator, to determine
unmet needs of veterans enrolled at the
clinic.
Assist in coordinating other veteran activities, such as Tuesday Family Night Dinner
host, visits to Central Lakes College Veterans office, and
five county VA staff and other outlets.
Go to elks.org/vets for more information or contact
Jamesvanduyn@gmail.com, 218-838-6529, ENVSC chairman.

Social Committee by Carol

Our new Fiscal year has begun. Our agenda of
events is in place and we will review at our next
meeting this month. First topic for discussion is
the Kentucky Derby. "Is
there enough interest to
put forth our effort?" It
has deteriorated the
past 2 years. Your input
is requested.
Summer events are
DESTINY CRUISE (date
yet to be finalized) and Our annual summer picnic at the Club. We will again have our annual
Thanksgiving dinner in November and this year
we will be honoring our Vets for Veterans Day.
This will be a part of our 150th Anniversary celebration.
We continue to look for new and exciting
things to bring to our members.
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?
Suggestions have been: A soup or chili cookoff,
another deboning class, group trips. Changes
to Bake Sale.
Without your support we can't fix or enhance
activities.
On a different note I personally want to thank
our Social Committee team. We took responsibility for the Kick Off of our 150th Anniversary
with our Tuesday night dinner, February 20th. I
can't thank this crew enough for their enthusiasm and hard work put into making this dinner
an outstanding success. THANK YOU, LADIES!
We would also like to thank Jim Dehen for his
wonderful welcome remarks and to Herman
Wisneski for his closing champagne toast.
Please continue to support us. Without you we
don't have a purpose.
Carol Browne, Social Committee Chairperson

Secretary’s report

Thank you to everyone who has sent their dues in early!
If you no longer have your membership dues statement,
regular member dues are $92.00 and life member dues
are $59.50. Please consider donating to the Elks National Foundation to support our scholarship program and
Penny A Day to support the Elks Youth Camp. Any
amount can be donated to either cause. Pay by April
30 to receive your $20 or $10 punch card to be used at
the Elks Lodge.
Congratulations to Jim Runberg! His dues for the 20182019 year are free, as he secured 3 new or reinstated
members during this past year. Thank you Jim for all of
the work you do for Brainerd Elks Lodge #615.
Fraternally submitted, Shannon Dehen

2018-2019 Lodge Officers are James Van Duyn Chaplain, Dennis Benjamin Lecturing Knight, Dan Graven
Leading Knight, Shannon Dehen Exalted Ruler, Barbara Arens Loyal Knight, Herman Wisneski TreasurerEsquire, and James Dehen Secretary. Mark Wheeler
Inner Guard and Scott Longanecker Trustee are not
pictured.

Spaghetti Dinner
Tuesday, April 17
5:00 -7:00 PM
Cost: $8

Brainerd Elks Lodge 615
215 South 9th Street

Raising funds for Antlers Youth Program
Public is Invited

April Birthdays

Here's wishing all our members with an April Birthday, a
Healthy and Happy "Special Day"

06 Carlson, Kevin
07 O'Connor, Evelyn
08 Antolak, Jack
08 Wisneski, Jeff
10 Dehen, James
10 Frazier, Raymond
11 Nelson, Lee
12 Johnson, Stephen
12 Steinbauer, Charles
13 McAlpin, Eugene
14 Johnson, Jonathan

16 Morris, Ronald
18 Busho, Brad
18 Jacobs, Gerald
23 Pietz, Kathryn
24 Little, Wayne
25 Imgrund, Ronald
27 Vadnais, Kevin
28 Schmitt, Allen
29 Henry, Peter
30 Casey, Fred

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
50 cents off every drink

The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

Scouting
Mark April 14th on your calendar for this year’s Eagle
Scout Banquet. It’ll be held at the Heritage Assembly
of God Church in Baxter.
Brainerd Elks Lodge #615 has worked with the Pine
Tree District Central Minnesota Boy Scout Council
Boy Scouts of America for 57 years.
Number 615 hosts and caters the annual Eagle Scout,
leader and volunteer recognition dinner every April at
no charge to the scout council. Eagles are recognized,
each receiving an American Flag flown over the White
House and a frame-able certificate from the Elks.
Elks also sponsor local BSA Troop 7.
Herman Wisneski won the Marvin M. Lewis Award
from the National Elks organization for all his efforts
in working with the scout program. Established in
1998, this annual award recognizes individuals who
have brought scouting to more youth, assisted Elks
lodges in forming Scouting units, are fully trained in
the skills of scouting and are outstanding role models. There are only two Elks in Minnesota that have
been presented this award.
Brainerd Elks #615 contributes to Friends of Scouting
annually. FOS is a successful Scouting program made
possible by families, business community and individuals believing in the Scouting mission.

PERS

Past Exalted Rulers of Brainerd Elks Lodge #615 look
forward to this new Lodge year, 2018-2019. Lorraine
Berry, past president has passed the gavel to Bill Bailey.
She notes that the organization has accomplished much
this past year and will continue to do so under Bill’s
guidance. Other officers will include vice president
James Runberg and secretary/treasurer Doug Johnson.
Thanks to everyone for their support this past year, commented Berry.
Members and Friends

You’re Invited to the

Annual Scholarship and
Student of the Month Awards
Banquet
Monday, May 7th 6:30 pm
Park United Methodist Church

Jordan Dahmen, Grade 4, Remer Elementatry
School, 3rd Place Drug Awareness Poster Contest.
Camille Scofield, Grade 4, St Francis Catholic
School, 1st Place Drug Awareness Poster Contest

Coming Soon! Watch for details

Shaylea Dinh, 4th Grade, St Francis Catholic School. 2nd Place Drug Awareness
Poster Contest
Brainerd Elks Lodge 615 to present

American Flag Day Ceremony
June 14, 4:00 pm
All Veterans Memorial

Veterans Are My Heroes
By Mason Fratzke
Division II, 7th Grade, 1st Place

Everybody thinks superman is a hero because he can fly, shoot laser beams, and has super strength.
But when a member of one of our branches of military put on their uniform, they have more “superpowers” than any superhero character in a movie or comic book.
The definition of a hero is “a person who is admired or idealized for courage, outstanding
achievements, or noble qualities.” I think no one fits that description more perfectly than
veteran. They go to the terrors of war to protect billions of people, and to protect our
freedom. I think just having the courage to step onto the battlefield makes them a hero.
The moment they decided to join the military they made a promise to us all to sacrifice
their own lives for our country and freedom. Veterans are heroes because they go into
battle knowing they could die. This is the most selfless act someone could make, risking
their own life for the rest of the country.
I am lucky enough to have both my dad and my mom be my heroes, because they are both
veterans. They have raised me to respect our flag, honor our country and have an understanding of the
great things the men and women who fight our country do for us. Some kids consider a sports figure,
superhero or celebrity as their hero. But for me someone who lives every day defending our country and
making it a better place to live and grow up is the reason a veteran is my number one hero.

The Saviors of Our Union
By Gracelyn Dickinson
Division II, 7th Grade, 2nd Place

You might have been asked the question,
“Why do you think our veterans are American Heroes?” Most people would respond with saying
“Because they fought in wars and gained us freedom.” That’s one pretty good example, but there is a
whole lot more than you could imagine.
First, the veterans did in fact risk
their lives fighting for America’s freedom. They had the pressure of surviving to gain that freedom, but they also
had the urge to stay alive to get back to
their loved ones. The ones they left behind to fight for us. Just the fact that
they chose to leave their loved ones
and fight for our country makes them
true heros.
Secondly, the veterans obtained that freedom
for America. They held strong until the very end,
even if some had to leave battles earlier than they
wanted because of an injury. They will always be remembered for their hard work, completing the toughest challenges, and their heroism for fighting as long
as they could.
Finally, the veterans are heroes because they
put themselves in front of everyone else. Most only
thinking about the country, even if it meant they
might depart from the world. They are brave, courageous, and determined to help America; and that is a
great example of heroism.
It’s bewildering and hurtful to know that quite
a bit of people don’t put much thought into our veterans. Each and every veteran should be proud of the
duties they’ve taken, the tasks they’ve fulfilled, and
the sacrifices they’ve made. They should be highly
respected and deeply cared for. Imagine if they
wouldn’t have been here to fight for us…where would
we be then? Every single veteran out there will always be remembered for their sacrifices, their optimism, and by afar their heroism.

Sacrifice

By Ella Chaussee
Division II, 7th Grade, 3rd Place

Have you ever stopped to wonder why
our country has liberty and justice? I think it is
because of our veterans. Veterans gave parts
of their lives so we could live a better life. I
would call that heroic. Putting others needs before yours is hard to
do, trust me. Veterans have determination to change the country for
the better. Veterans are our heros.
Veterans are selfless. Our
veterans risk their lives in the
trenches for the sake of all Americans. They sacrifice their time with
families and friends to support the goals of our
country. They help countries less privileged
than ours. Veterans are our heros.
Veterans are committed. They have
gone through many years of training to prepare
for their upcoming mission. They always have
an end goal to spread peace throughout the
country. Veterans are our heros.
Veterans are courageous. They spring
into action even though they may not know
where they are going or what the outcome will
be. They laugh at the face of danger. As some
say, courage doesn’t always have to roar. Soldiers are silent warriors doing their duty. Veterans are our heros.
Veterans are so much more than a face
walking down the street that should only be recognized on Veterans Day. Veterans are our
heros.

Why Our Veterans Are America’s Heroes

By Lillian Kopek
Division I, 6th Grade, 1st Place
Forestview Middle School
Our veterans are America’s heroes because they wake up every day, still knowing exactly what
they fought for, who they fought for, and why. They wake up more fulfilled than the rest, because they
know their purpose, and they’ve served it proudly.
They’ve thrown themselves, undaunted, against crushing odds, not knowing if they’ll
come back free and warm in the sunlight, or stiff and cold in a wooden box. They’re not
thinking of themselves, but of their country. They know they’re fighting for our freedom,
and what have we done to deserve it? That’s the astronomical courage and kindness of a
veteran.
They’re humble and selfless, because nobody should be left behind. They accept
their well deserved praise modestly. They put others before themselves, and show it. Veterans are the people who quietly accept the thanks given by others, and don’t ask for it from
the ones who don’t.
Veterans are America’s heroes because they fight for our freedom when we don’t fight ourselves.
They rest assured knowing that their service continues and will never be forgotten, in the form of freedom for generations to come.

Why Our Veterans Are America’s
Heroes

By Peyton Freeman
Division I, 6th Grade, 2nd Place
Forestview Middle School
They’re eagles soaring into raging battles, and
they’re lions standing tall and proud. When the bullet to puncture freedom is shot, they’re cheetahs
racing in front of it. They are veterans, and they
are America’s true heros.
Veterans have a blazing flame of fortitude inside their hearts. They’re not
afraid to risk their lives, risk their
health, or risk their purity of soul, to
fight for you and me. They will face a
furious battle, and stand tall and
proud. They’ll stand in front of a loaded gun and their bloody tear streaked
face will bare a smile, because they
know that they will be dying for America. They will
mutter the pledge under their breath, place their
hand atop their heart, and fight.
Veterans have a pure compassion that breaks
through their heart and out upon others. They fight
for those who are not provided freedom, and they
don’t stop until they feel those people have equal
rights. Veterans stand for America, but they also
stand for others countries that aren’t capable of
fending for themselves.
Last night, did you pray for that man that died so
that you could vote? Did you even consider, for a
moment, that woman who fell so that you could
walk the streets safely? Did you cry for the devoted
father, that took a bullet so you could wear your
hair down? Did you even put your hand over your
heart and thank the thousands of people that have
died for America, and for you? Do you even know
their names? No, you probably don’t, and they didn’t know your’s, but they still fought for you, for
America. They are veterans, and they are America’s true heros.

Why Our Veterans Are
America’s Heroes

By Eli Karlgaard
Division I, 6th Grade, 3rd Place
Forestview Middle School

Veterans are our heroes because they
fight for our freedoms, they know what they’re
going into, and they do it for us. All the veterans
I know are some of the nicest, most
humble and and selfless people.
The amount of sacrifice in their lives
and the lives of their loved ones is
unimaginable for me.
Veterans fight for our freedoms in both foreign and domestic
places. They stand up for what we
think is important in America. That
is admirable because they go to
places they’ve never been to fight for people
they’ve never met. I wake up not having to fear
the drone of enemy planes overhead, or of something horrible happening because of what they’ve
done. Because of them, my greatest fear is worrying about how I’ve done on my math test.
Veterans sign up for service knowing what
they are getting into, and that they might pay
with their lives. One of the reasons that they do
that is for all of us. It’s selfless because they
could have “normal” lives that just benefit them
but instead they choose a life full of risk to fight
for the betterment of the country and world.
Without veterans, we wouldn’t have any of
the freedoms that we enjoy and the ones that we
take for granted. There are a lot of different people that we look up today, like sports players and
business people. The real heroes are the people
who ensure our freedoms to pursue our dreams
by giving of themselves. I look up to veterans as
heroes and am thankful for what they do for our
country.

“So long as there are veterans the Benevolent and
Protective order of Elks will never forget them.”

Committees for 2018-2019
Auditing and Accounting
Activities Committee
Community Project and Activities
Monthly Breakfast
CWC Fair Food Booth
Open Mic: Youth on Stage
Youth Activities
Hoop Shoot
Drug Awareness
Antlers
Dictionary Project
Scouting

Herman Wisneski
James Van Duyn
James Van Duyn
Herman Wisneski
Herman Wisneski
Curtis Jendro/James Runberg
James Van Duyn
Dick Lyscio
Barb Arens
Angela Christensen
James & Shannon Dehen
Herman Wisneski

Soccer Shoot
Scholarship & Student of the Month
Fraternal Committee
Americanism
Elks National Foundation
Flag Day
Elks Memorial Day
Membership

James Van Duyn/Joseph VanWie
Herman Wisneski
Thomas Borden/Barb Arens
James Dehen
Bill Satre
Herman Wisneski
James Van Duyn

Lodge Activities
Veterans Services
Accident Prevention
PER Association
Standing Relief
Public Relations
Ritualistic
Government Relations
Social Committee
State Major Project

James Van Duyn
Jack Antolak
Bill Bailey
Lodge Officers
James Van Duyn
Herman Wisneski
Thomas Borden
Carol Browne
Raymond Frazier

Charity
Auditing and Accounting

Herman Wisneski

Thank You
Dear Jim Runberg & The Brainerd Elks #615, thank you for your
donation to the Crossing Arts Alliance. Your gift of $500 helps
TCAA, a 501c3 non-profit, enrich and inspire our community
through the arts. Your support is vital to our mission and is
greatly appreciated. We will note this generous contribution in
our quarterly newsletter and apply the funds to our Young At
Art Exhibit. Thank you for your support, Sincerely, Lisa Jordan,
Artistic/Executive Director TCAA
This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your $500 contribution
to WreathsForTheFallen.org, Inc…. The 2017 National Remembrance Ceremony at the Minnesota State Cemeteries on December 16, 2017 was the most successful of all. Your “extra”
contribution is what made it possible to provide honor wreaths
on all our nation’s fallen veterans’ graves on that most Memorial Day…. Gratefully, John Thomas, President for
WreathsForTheFallen.org
Dear Friend of Scouting,
Thank you for your generous contribution to local Scouting programs. Your gift of $1200 will help the Central Minnesota Council serve more youth, recruit needed volunteers, guide and
mentor Scouts as they learn leadership skills, and keep costs of
programs for families at a modest level. There was over 4,200
Scouts in Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Venturing and Exploring programs during 2017 within the twelve counties served through
the Central Minnesota Council. Parker Scout camp, near Brainerd, was used almost every weekend. There are Scout meetings
taking place nearly every night within 154 Packs, Troops, Crews
and Posts…. Again, thank you for your support. Sincerely, Jill
Magelssen, Council President and David Treyhey, Scout Executive

AYCE
Polish Sausage, Beans, Sauerkraut & Bread
Final feed of the season
April 11th 11:00-1:00
Brainerd Elks Lodge 615
$8.00
Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the April issue of the Elkorama
will be April 15. Please email them to jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave
articles at the lodge. Thank you.

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2017-2018———–
Exalted Ruler………….PERShannon Dehen
Leading Knight………..Dan Graven
Loyal Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Lecturing Knight………Dennis Benjamin
Secretary…………….…James Dehen, PER
Treasurer……………....Herman Wisneski, PER
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Inner Guard…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Paul McQuaid
2 nd Year Trustee……….Bruce Mogensen
3 rd Year Trustee……….Sharon Osborne
4 th Year Trustee………..Jack Antolak
5 th Year Trustee………..Scott Longanecker

April 2018
Sun
1 Easter

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

3 5:30-7:00 Family

4 All Day Happy

NO Breakfast

Dinner Night:

Hour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Burgers
drinks;

8

9

10 5:30-7:00 Fami- 11 3:00-8:00 Hap- 12

13

14

ly Dinner Night:
Ribs by Tom Swanson

5:00 St Cloud Vets
Bingo

Eagle Scout Banquet
@ Heritage Church

20

21

27

28

15
8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the VFW

22 8:00-12:00
Breakfast @ the
Legion

29
8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Legion

16
5:00 Trustees;
6:30 Lodge
23 6:30-8:30
Open Mic @
Eagles
30

py Hour 50 cents off
5:00—7:00 Burgers
all drinks; 11:00-1:00
Polish Luncheon

17 5:30-7:00 Fami- 18 All Day Happy
ly Dinner Night:
Spaghetti by Antlers

7
10:30 Downtown
Golf event

Hour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Burgers
drinks;

24 5:30-7:00 Fami- 25 All Day Happy
ly Dinner Night:

19

6

Sat

2 2:30-5:30 GS
Alley Rally;
5:00 Trustees;
6:30 Lodge

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Eagles

5

Fri

26

Hour 50 cents off all
5:00—7:00 Burgers
drinks;

