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Elks Memorial Service is December 4
As you may know, each year the Past Exalted Rulers, as
a committee, provides the Exalted Ruler with a list of
members who would be interested in becoming an
officer in the Lodge. This is a great way to get a new
member active in our growing Lodge. The process to
propose a member for an officer chair is simply to approach a Past Exalted Ruler, and submit the member’s
name that will become part of a slate of proposed officers. This slate of officers will be presented on the floor
of the Lodge at the 1st meeting in February 2017. Voting
on the proposed slate of officers will be held at the
1st Lodge meeting in March 2017. Our Elks Lodge new
year starts on April 1st, 2017, and runs through March
31, 2018.
Also, please remember our Elks Memorial Service,
which will be held on December 4, 2017, at Park United
Methodist Church, in Brainerd, at 3:00 PM. This beautiful service is held each year at this time to remember
the Elk men and women that have passed away between November 15, 2015, and November 15,
2016. Elk members that have passed away this year
are:
Robert Rohlfing, L.J. Cameron,
Gerald Eilers, James Blacktin,
Edwin Thiesse, Bertil Johnson,
Vern Busho and Robert Engen
Please plan to attend this service. Refreshments will be
available after the service. Jim Runberg, President Brainerd Elks PER Organization

Volunteers Needed for Hoop Shoot Event
Saturday December 10th at Forestview Middle School is
the big day. The event will take place at 1:00 p.m. until

3:30 p.m. with registration and warm-ups beginning at 12:00
Noon.

Ask Someone to Join!
Brainerd Elks #615

Brainerd Elks Lodge #615

December, 2016

Exalted Ruler’s Message
'Tis the Season, Jesus is the reason, the Christmas celebration will
be upon us very soon. Please take time to
contemplate the many blessings that you
have, and please remember that FAMILY is
the most important thing in this temporal
world. These are the gifts that are received
from our God. Please, when you go to bed at
night, try not to be angry with your partner
and TELL your family that you love them. You NEVER KNOW
when it might be the last time.
Upcoming events in December include, Elks Memorial Service on
Sunday, 12/4 at 3:00 PM at Park United Methodist Church, Lodge
meeting on 12/5/16 at 6:30 at the Masonic Lodge, local Hoop
Shoot at Forest View on Saturday, 12/10/16 at 1:00 PM, Wreaths
for the Fallen, 12/17 presentation at State Veterans Cemetery at
Camp Ripley, Lodge meeting on 12/19/16 at 6:30 PM, and of
course Christmas on 12/25/16. Other activities the volunteers are
needed to help with include: Americanism Essay Contest judging,
Drug Awareness Poster contest judging, Elks National Foundation’s Most Valuable Student Scholarship selection, Antlers advisors and youth. Please contact Jim Van Duyn at 218/838-6529 or
myself at 218/821-0483 for further information. PLEASE STEP
FORWARD AND VOLUNTEER TO SERVE AND GET INVOLVED IN
THESE ACTIVITIES. WE NEED MORE PEOPLE TO HELP!
I also want to take this opportunity to give a shout out to Brad
Busho for all the hard behind the scenes work over the past years
for editing and publishing the Elkorama. THANK YOU! THANK
YOU to the Social Committee for their part in Tuesday night dinners, THANK YOU Cheryl Bailey for coordinating Thursday burgers, to Tom Swanson, and Herman Wisneski for cooking the tasty
Tuesday night dinners, to all who stepped forth to deliver dictionaries and ALL THE OTHER VOLUNTEERS WHO CONTRUBUTE AND
WORK HARD AND MAKE BPOE # 615 the highly successful lodge
that we are.
From Cheryl and myself, please have a Blessed Christmas and a
prosperous and Happy New Year. Fraternally, Bill

Ravyn Lynn Gale, December Student of the Month
Northland High School

Ravyn Lynn Gale, Northland High School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for December 2016.
Ravyn was new to our district at the start of her junior year states school
counselor Scott Peterson. She is hard working, focused and goal oriented.
She has varied interests and likes to try new experiences. Ravyn is kind and
humble. She will be successful with whatever her future plans will be comments her counselor.

Alyssa Paige Hanson, December Student of the Month
Aitkin High School
Alyssa Paige Hanson, Aitkin High School Senior is Brainerd Elks Student of the Month for December 2016. Her vocational
objectives are in the Criminal Prosecution and/or prison psychologist fields.
Alyssa is an extremely
bright, hardworking student. She demonstrates an ability to
work hard in and out of the
school building. Because of this her sense of work ethic is on
point, observes Meredith
Sander, High School Counselor, and is dedicated to performing
to the best of her ability.
Alyssa is an intelligent student with ambitious goals for her future. She is also a very talented actor and singer, performing in Aitkin’s musicals and
plays. Because Alyssa is a
hardworking and genuine individual, she is a worthy recipient.
High school awards include the Presidential Award for Academic Success. Her participation in one act plays, choir, Madrigals,
musicals and is a peer leader.

All You Can Eat

Polish Sausage,
Sauerkraut, Beans & Bread
11 am—1 pm, Wednesday,
December 14 $8
215 S 9th St, Brainerd

Social Calendar
Just a reminder we will be putting up the Mitten
Tree after Thanksgiving when we decorate the
Lodge for Christmas. Bring in your selection of
donated items: Hats, Scarves & Toys for Mid
Minnesota Women's Center. Our Bake Sale will
be on December 3, noon until baked goodies
are gone. Drop off items Friday or Saturday between 11:00 and 12:00.
Watch This Week at the Elks…for details on another New Year’s Day party. Details to follow.
Following that event the social committee will be
looking forward to our Annual Super Bowl Party
As always we welcome new ideas/events to
bring to our members. Carol Browne, Social
Committee.

Elk Members
Advertise Your Business
in the Elkorama!
a business card size Ad
12 issues, $120 per year

Please extend a hearty WELKOME to our newest members, introduce yourself and invite them to dinner:
Evelyn O'Connor (spouse Bob Steinbrook)
Travis Willey (transferred from Scottsbluff, NE)
Terry Nelson (reinstated his membership)
The Search is on...
…For Member Suggestions to enhance our
social and community service activities.
Thank you for listing Three NEW events
or activities for Brainerd Lodge, then
Send to jamesvanduyn@gmail.com Public
Relations & Marketing

December – A month for Caring and Sharing
MICHAEL F. ZELLEN
Grand Exalted Ruler
During the upcoming holiday season we will all be busy attending parties, visiting and sending greeting cards to family and
friends, and shopping to purchase that special gift.
However, we all know that there are those who have no family
to get together with, who will not receive a gift or a greeting
card, and who may even spend the holidays alone. As Elks we
cannot and should not forget that there are folks who need our
help but may be too proud to ask.
My motto this year is “Elks – Leading the Way.” What better
way to demonstrate to our communities that Elks are leading
the way than to keep in mind our pledge to our hospitalized,
housebound, and disabled veterans during the holidays? We
also need to reach out in our respective communities to seek
out those families who may need a holiday dinner basket or a
child’s toy to put under the tree.
I know from reading all of the charitable reports, that our Lodges throughout this great country participate in many heartwarming activities and make a difference in the lives of others.
At this time of year, it is especially important that we reach out
to those who are less fortunate and who are in need. The
Christmas season is all about giving back and showing generosity and compassion to those in need.
If your Lodge does not sponsor a toy or clothing drive for families with young children who live in homeless shelters, you may
want to volunteer to start such a program. This will be an activity that, when the call goes out to your membership for assistance, you will be overwhelmed with the positive response you
will receive from your Members to volunteer.
Local community service programs will stimulate a return to
increasing membership. These opportunities to perform such
acts of kindness and voluntary community service will attract
worthy Members to seek membership in our beloved Order.
In closing, Donna and I wish each of you a Merry Christmas, a
happy holiday season, and a safe and prosperous New Year.
May God bless you, our veterans and the men and women who
serve in the Armed Forces around the globe, and may God
bless America.
Thank you for being an Elk and for continuing to show that “Elks
are Leading the Way.”

Antlers, Leading the Way
Recently a core group of Brainerd Antlers
hosted a Pokémon Go outing. Although only
seven candidates attended it was a hit, beautiful fall day to be out and about walking and
chatting. Not only did we get our exercise,
but as we entered a local business, who
hosts Pokémon Go, Fancy Pants Chocolates,
they were kind enough to provide the Antlers
and future Antlers information for upcoming
events for downtown Brainerd.

As of November 5th, Antlers were doubling in
potential members to ten. Fifteen youth are
needed to officially launch the
Brainerd Antlers. Antlers is a
junior Elks program for any
youth 12-20
years of age.
This Grand
Lodge program
is led by local
youth that are
committed to
developing
strong leadership qualities, patriotism, promoting family
unity and giving of self through volunteerism.
Do you have a child or grandchildren to become participating members? Contact Angie
Christensen 218-820-1790 angie2short@gmail.com;or Barbara Jo Arens 218820-9728 pbjarens2@live.com.
Also we now do have a Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/antlers615/ but need an adult
administrator. If you are interested in this position
talk to one of these advisors.
Antlers...Leading The Way. Angela Christensen co-advisor

BRAINERD ELKS LODGE # 615 GAMBLING REPORT
Greetings Elks Members,
I know that there has been some interest about our gambling operation and where exactly does the money made from it go to. So I
have put together a basic summary of gambling from April thru October 2016 to give everyone an idea of what has taken place since
the beginning of our Lodge year.
I’m sure that you know that we contribute and
Elks Lodge 615 Brainerd
donate a good deal of money to Scholarships,
Gambling Financial Summary April Thru October 2016
Youth and Community Activities, Military
Total
Recognition and Veterans Activities and various
Revenue
other things.

One thing you might not know is that gambling is
also a big part of keeping our Club open for all to
enjoy. Gambling is paying the real estate taxes
and all of the utilities. Without gambling’s contributions to these things, the club would be having
a difficult time.
I would also like to let you know that a more detailed gambling report is given each month at the Lawful Purpose
Lodge meetings.
I know that attending these meetings might not be
an option for everyone so I will start to submit a
quarterly report in the Elkorama to better keep
members aware of what is going on with our gambling operation.
Fraternally,
Brad Busho
Gambling Manager

Raffle Gross
Raffle Prizes
Raffle Net
Paper Pulltab Gross
Paper Pulltab Prizes
Paper Pulltab Net
Total Gross
Total Prizes
Total Net/Gross Profit

6,250.00
2,750.76
3,499.24
370,676.00
299,944.00
70,732.00
376,926.00
302,694.76
74,231.24

A02 - Poverty, Homeless,
A05 - Scholarships
A06 - Military Recognition and
A07 - Youth
A08: Other Taxes on Gambling
A08: Monthly State Gambling
A09 - Real Estate Taxes A16 - Utilities - Veteran and
A17 - Veteran Meals and
A18 - Gambling Licenses
Total Lawful Purpose

100.00
9,800.00
2,165.02
3,925.00
539.68
6,456.20
3,396.15
6,967.06
1,538.00
900.00
35,787.11

Gambling Product
Compensation and Payroll
Gambling Managers Bond
Rent
Misc. Services and Supplies Cash Long/Short
Total Allowable Expenses

6,946.73
12,311.00
960.00
4,516.20
4,016.97
14.00
28,764.90

Start Bank Balance

2,800.00

Net Profit After Taxes

39,010.14

Allowable Expenses

In Memoriam

Ask

Robert A. Engen

Someone

Born May 14, 1944 to Join!
Initiated January 1, 1989
#615
Passed Away November 14, 2016
“They have passed into the Light which is beyond
the valley of the shadow of death. The places that
have known them shall know them no more. But
their virtues are written upon the tablets of Love
and Memory and they shall be reverenced for all
time as true and faithful Elks.”

Initial Start Banks
Net Profit

Deadline for anyone wishing to place an article in the January issue of the
Elkorama will be December 15.
Please email them to
jamesvanduyn@gmail.com or leave ar ticles at the lodge. Thank you.

And I never passed a cry for help,
Though at times I shook with fear,
The Soldier stood and faced the Lord
And sometimes, God forgive me,
Which must always come to pass
I’ve wept unmanly tears.
He hoped his shoes were shining
I know I don’t deserve a place
Just as brightly as his brass.
Among the people here,
“Step forward now, you Soldier,
They never wanted me around
How shall I deal with you?
Except to calm their fears.
Have you always turned the other
If you’ve a place for me here, Lord,
cheek?
It needn’t be so grand,
To My Church have you been true?”
I never expected or had too much,
The Soldier squared his shoulders and
But if you don’t, I’ll understand.”
said, “No, Lord, I guess I ain’t
There was a silence all around the
Because those of us who carry guns
throne
Can’t always be a saint.
Where the saints had often trod
I’ve had to work most Sundays
As the Soldier waited quietly,
And at times my talk was tough,
For the judgment of his God,
And sometimes I’ve been violent,
“Step forward now, you Soldier,
Because the world is awfully rough.
You’ve borne your burdens well,
But, I never took a penny
Walk peacefully on Heaven’s streets,
That wasn’t mine to keep…
You’ve done your time in Hell.”
Though I worked a lot of overtime
When the bills got just too steep,

- Final Inspection -

New Year’s Eve
Dinner
Brainerd Elks Lodge
5:30 & 7:30
Choice: Prime Rib or Walleye
Soup, potato, vegetable & dessert
Reservations by Midnight Dec. 26th
Sign up at bar or call 829-2643
Limited to 50 people per seating
$20 per plate/$39.95 per couple

417 8th Ave. NE

375 Edgewood Drive N.

Brainerd, MN

Baxter, MN

Phone: (218) 828-1816

Phone: (218) 828-4601

01 Krueger, Patrick
Schmutzer, Mark
02 Bedard, Tom
03 Caswell, Bert
Hickerson, Perry (Jack)
John
Stiles, Kenneth
04 Monson, James
07 Pecarich, John
10 Extrand, Adam
12 Krueger, John
15 Soper, Harold
17 Brenny, Joseph
Larson, W Andrew

20 Roeder, Alan
22 Marquette, Brenda
25 Smith, David
26 Busch, Stephen
Henderson, Thomas
Isebrand, Bruce
28 Monson, Jane
Schroeder, Loran
Schroeml, Shirley
29 Kriha, George
Nelson, Norman
30 Extrand, Charles
Waby, Richard

WE DID IT...
Brainerd Elks Lodge 615 received a $2,500 Elks
National Foundation Gratitude Grant, which is
being used to buy dictionaries for 3rd graders in
16 area schools. Every student and teacher receives a dictionary. The books are used in the
classroom curriculum, but belong to each student and are taken home at the end of the year.
They are delivered before Christmas as a gift from
us. The students are always thrilled to get them.
For some it may be the only book they own. It
contains a lot of other information besides being
a dictionary.
Gratitude Grants are the ENF's way of saying
thank you to every Lodge that meets the National
President's per-member giving goal of $4.65. Additionally, Brainerd Lodge has met criteria in
which more than 15 percent of its members donating to the ENF in 2015-16 (per the ENF Membership Support Report) becoming eligible for the
bonus.
Thank you to everyone that is helping to do the
school deliveries. If you would like to help with
this project next year, please let me know.
Respectfully submitted, Shannon Dehen, Secretary

Every Wednesday All Day @ the Elks Club
The Elkorama is published monthly by the Brainerd Elks Lodge #615. 215
South 9th Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 It is mailed to members, widows and
widowers of members.

50 cents off every drink

BPOE Lodge, No. 615
P.O. Box 322
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-829-2643
Officers of Brainerd Lodge #615
———– 2016-2017———–

Exalted Ruler………….Bill Bailey, PER
Leading Knight………..Dan Graven, PER
Loyal Knight…………..William Kronstedt
Lecturing Knight…………..Barbara Arens
Secretary…………….…Shannon Dehen
Treasurer……………....James Dehen, PER
Esquire…………...…Herman Wisneski, PER
Chaplain…………….…James Van Duyn
Tiler…………………… Mark Wheeler
TRUSTEES
1 st Year Trustee………...Jack Antolak
2 nd Year Trustee………. Scott Longanecker
3 rd Year Trustee………. Paul McQuaid
4 th Year Trustee………..Bruce Mogensen
5 th Year Trustee………..Sharon Osborne

December 2016
Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
5:00—7:00
Burgers; 7:00 Cowboys At Vikings

2

3

8

9

10

12:00 Bake Sale

7

8:00– Noon Breakfast 5:30 Trustees; 6:30
@ the Elks
Lodge

6 5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée: Meatballs by
Tom Swanson

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks

5:30 Vets Bingo

12:00-3:30 Hoop
Shoot

11

13

14

15

16

17

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée: Chefs Choice

All Day Happy Hour
50 cents off all
drinks; 11:00-1:00
Polish Sausage
21

5:00—7:00 Burgers

12

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the Eagles; 11:30
Vikings @ Jaguars
18

19

20

8:00-12:00 Breakfast
@ the VFW; 11:30
Colts @ Vikings

5:30 Trustees; 6:30
Lodge

25

26

5:30-7:00 Family
Dinner Night. Entrée: Burgers &
Fries
27

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

22

11:00 Wreaths for the
Fallen

23

All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
50 cents off all drinks

28

29

5:30-7:00 Family
All Day Happy Hour 5:00—7:00 Burgers
Dinner Night. En50 cents off all drinks
trée: Chicken Stroganoff by Sharon
Osborne

24
11;30 Vikings @
Packers

30

31
Choice of Prime Rib
or Walleye...Watch
for details...by Herman Wisneski

